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What a difference Origin makes 


The weather's perfect, the table’s set...so simply open up your 
Origin Bi-fold E>oors and eat out. 

Custom-made and precision-engineered they glide open with 
minimum effort, let in more light and open up your living space \\ke 
never before. 


They look brilliant alongside Origins bespoke electric blinds and 
aluminium windows too, with a huge choice of colours and finishes 
across the entire range to create the perfect matching look. 

It's true - in an Origin home, almost anything's possible. 


^BRITISH 

d*»gtr«d is manyfartured 


Tel: 0808 168 5816 


Email: hello@origin-global,com 
Visit: www,ongin-globalxom 
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ROOMS 
MADE 
FOR YOU 


roomsmadeforyou.co.uk 



Lifestyle Wall makes light work 
of hanging heavy items. 

Lifestyle Wall is raising the standard in more ways than one. 

Part of the Rooms Made For You range, Lifestyle Wall's unique high strength enables you to hang 
items simply by screwing directly into the surface of the wall. It's capable of supporting as much as 
15kg off a single screw, which makes it ideal for fixing larger, heavier objects such as mirrors, paintings, 
curtain poles and even flat screen TVs. 

With its superior performance and durability. Lifestyle Wall is also exceptionally resistant to everyday 
knocks and delivers better sound performance than standard plasterboard, reducing noise 
breakthrough between rooms. 

For more information, please visit roomsmadeforyou.co.uk 
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HOME 

Projects, advice and inspiration for your home 


A Contemporary-Style Self-build 

With the help of their architect son, one couple have 
self-built an accessible home with sea views 

Charlie Luxton's Modern House Masterclass 

An expert guide to 21st-century design 

A Radical Remodel 

A bungalow completely transformed on a budget 

Outstanding Contemporary Homes 

Our pick of the best modern projects in the UK 

Modern Stone Walling 

How to use this old material in contemporary schemes 

Quick Ideas For Every Room 

Nuggets of expert design advice 

COVER STORY: An Energy-Efficient City Build 

One architect builds a contemporary eco home 
on a hillside plot in a Bristol Conservation Area 

Design Solutions for Landings 

Making the most of this often overlooked space 

Before & After Design 

A 1930s red-brick bungalow receives a facelift 

Designer's View: A Modern Chalet 

A dated bungalow becomes an open plan home 

Five-Minute Expert: Ovens 

What you need to know before buying 



A Light-Filled Flat Extension 

One couple transform a dark basement flat 
— more than doubling its value in the process 

10 Modern Home Design Essentials 

Our best design tips to consider 

Self-build Live: Building a Passivhaus 

We follow package company Potton as they start 
work on their brand new Passivhaus project 

My Big Idea: Sunken Courtyards 

How to achieve this design detail 






BUILDING & RENOVATING 

Practical advice to help get your project underway 


1 OQ Choose a Package Supplier 

The complete guide to choosing the best 
company for your turnkey self-build project, 
and the different levels of service on offer 

^ OQ The Cost of Tiling a Roof 

Our expert explains the costs of different roof 
coverings (slate, plain tile and interlocking) 

— plus the associated labour costs 

-1 /rn The Art of Repointing 

Xt/ We explain how to do it and which mortar to use 

1 From Your Architect 

X Want to know what could make or break your 

project? A collection of the country's leading 
design professionals offer sound advice 

-1 Energy Labelling Hits Heating Systems 

X J / EU legislation will soon see heating products 
labelled for efficiency — we explain the impact 

1 ^ Step-by-Step Guide to Extensions 

XOvJ Our complete project schedule 

1 Energy Strategies 

XOO Our eco expert explains the most cost-effective 
way of improving your home's efficiency — 
using two different projects as an example 


EVERY MONTH 


^ o Upfront 

XO The latest self-build and renovation news, 
views, products and your projects 

^ / o Build Cost Calculator 

X^O Calculate the cost of building a new home in 
your region with our up-to-date cost guide 

1 QQ Book 

Xt^t^ A directory of key suppliers for your 
project, as featured in this issue 







LUXURY FOR LIFE 


Baufritz is passionate about creating a luxurious living environment 
that’s designed just for you. All our homes use an abundance of high 
quality, natural materials that are completely free of toxins, creating a 
harmonious atmosphere that looks beautiful, protects the environment 
and makes you feel good. 
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www.baufritz-hr.co.uk 

Find out more about Baufritz and contact our UK office: 
enquiries@baufritz-hr.co.uk \ 0122s 2S56s2 
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WELCOME OCTOBER 2015 


The Modern Home 
Gets Cosy 

Jason Orme is the Editor of 
Homebuilding & Renovating 


T hear it time and time again as 
the main reaction from 'normal' 
people (as in, people who are 
not architects) to contemporary 
homes. "Too clinical. Not cosy 
enough. Cold. Harsh. Terrible for 
kids." That is all true to an extent — and 
our Modern Home Design issue heralds 
the fact that the 2015 home has taken a 
major leap forward in addressing these 
concerns. Architects at the cutting edge 
are now using natural, organic and lo- 
cal materials to create a softer feel to the 
modern lines, and the rise of 'contextu- 
alism' means that the one-size-fits-all 
modern white box is being usurped by 
individual, reactive homes, designed to 
reflect and live in their unique settings. 

What all this means for those of us 
who are building or renovating homes in 
a modern style is that they will be easier 
to live with, require less maintenance and 
likely to be more acceptable to planners. 



This issue shows you how to create this 
2015 look in your new home with plenty 
of expert guides, including Charlie Lux- 
ton's modern home masterclass (p.34), 
and dozens of great design ideas. Else- 
where, we asked some of the UK's lead- 
ing architects to come up with the things 
they wished their clients had known be- 
fore they started (p.l50); a comprehen- 
sive guide to choosing a package supplier 
(p.l28); and a smart guide to repointing 
your old brickwork (p.l47). 

I hope you enjoy the issue. (!) 


O^JasonPOrme 

homebuilding(acentaur.co.uk 

Jason Orme is currently rebuild- 
ing a 1960s house (described as 
'Frank Lloyd Wrong' by HB&R's 
Contributing Editor Mark 
Brinkley) and is an experienced 
self-builder and renovator 



HomebuOcing 


EXTENSIONS 


SUBSCRIBE 
FOR JUST £40 


ISUBSCBIBE, 


IhOMEBUILDING.CO.uk/OCTOBER15 

CALL OUR DEDICATED SUBSCRIPTIONS TEAM ON 01527 834484 


PLUS: 2 FREE EBOOKS 

50 Great Homes b The Complete Guide to Extensions 

DIRECT DEBIT ONLY 

OFFICE HOURS: MONDAYTO THURSDAY 9AM-5PM; FRIDAY 9AM -4.30PM , 
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Contributors 

MARTYN BRIDGES 
Martyn Bridges is director of 
technical support at leading 
heating and hot water manufac- 
turer, Worcester, Bosch Group 



EDITORIAL 

Content Director Michael Holmes 

Editor Jason Orme 

Deputy Editor Claire Lloyd 

Associate Editor Natasha Brinsmead 

Features Editor Daisy Jeffery 

Senior Web Editor Lindsey Davis 

Homes Editor (Digital) Kathleen Spriggs-Bush 

Shopping and Products Editor (Digital) Jacob Ingram 

EDITORIAL PRODUCTION 
Content Production Editor Melanie Griffiths 
Senior Art Editor Billy Peel 
Contributions by Emily Smith 



CHARLIE LUXTON 
The director of Charlie Luxton 
Design, Charlie is also a well- 
known broadcaster, presenting 
Building the Dream on More4. 
He's a regular columnist for 
Homebuilding & Renovating 



DAVID SNELL 

The author of Building Your Own 
Home, David is a 13-time self-builder 
and has been building homes for 50 
years. He is Homebuilding b Reno- 
vating's Contributing Editor 
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Digital Sales Executive Kelly James 
01527 834471 kelly.Jamescacentaur.co.uk 
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The only oak frame home company 
that does everything for you 


Please call us if you re looking for a company who can: 

O Fully project manage your dream home build from concept 
discussions through to moving in day 

C* Provide you with a bespoke dream home design created by 
specialist in-house architects 

O Manage your budgets and deadlines so you don’t have to worry 




'V 


O Do all of the hard work so you don’t have to! 



We work with you to create the perfect home for how you 
want to live, providing jmu with a fiilly managed project from 
concept discussions to moving in day. So that you can have 
your own oak frame dream home without the stress. 

The Complete 

Oal^ffome 


Take the first step, give us a call today on 01249 479 891 
start@thecompletcoakha me.co.u k 

www.thecompleteoakhome.co.uk 





When it comes to cooking; experience matters. 

It takes thousands of hours to scrupulously develop every detail of our 
products. We meticulously build them in the UK producing only the 
finest quality range cookers time after time. We’ve been the leader of 
a market filled with impersonators, for decades and today, we’re still 
Britain’s best loved range cooking brand. 

RangemasterisbuiltintheUK, by experts, with 185 years of experience. 
Don’t accept imitations. 

Call 0800 804 6261 or visit us at rangemaster.co.uk 
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UPFRONT 


DESIGN DIGEST 

The latest house design ideas and news from around the world 





Mediterranean Masterpiece 

Sitting high above the Mediterranean sea, this striking home 
from architect Ramon Esteve is the ultimate in contemporary 
European architecture. The entrance fagade is protected by an 
automated system of adjustable shutters made of whitened 
Accoya wood; the shutters protect this elevation from the sun 
and, at the same time, limit views from the street. In contrast, 
the east fagade to the rear is much more permeable and trans- 
parent, with the concrete vertical surfaces sealed with large 
glass panes. The glazing is protected by cantilevers, which in 
turn create verandas enclosing the outdoor terrace below. In- 
side, twisting internal curtains add an ethereal atmosphere. 

On the upper level, glazed corners offer interesting pano- 
ramic views and each room has a small glass balcony. The out- 
door space has been designed as an extension of the interiors 
with the use of local stone and white concrete, with all views 
directing out towards the infinity pool which appears to merge 
into the sea beyond. 
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IronmongeiyP/rect 


MASTERS OF OUR TRADE 


A RANGE TO INSPIRE. 

A SERVICE TO ADMIRE. 


From contemporary to traditional, you'll find the right look with the 
UK's Biggest Range of Ironmongery all available the NEXT DAY. 




ORDER BY 8PM 
GET IT NEXT DAY 



FREE DELIVERY 
OVER £45* 


FREE RETURNS 
WITHIN 30 DAYS 



MINIMUM 
5 YEAR GUARANTEE 



II CALL 7am-8pm 7 days a week ONLINE Shop 24/7! 

II 0808 1 68 28 28 9 lronmongeryD/recf.com FIND US ON ► oo 



UPFRONT 


SHARE 

Your projects, views, moans and more 



“Calais Strikes 
Have Impaeted 
on my SelCbuild ” 

We catch up with self-builder 
Joe Shimbart, who's building an 
energy-efficient oak frame house in 
Hampshire using natural materials 

Following the erection of the oak frame on site, the race 
was on to get the frame ready for the hempcrete so that 
it could be cast and dry out over the remainder of the 
summer. Everything was falling into place — even the 
weather had been kind. 

I had planned for a small team from Hemp- 
LimeConstruct to work with my team and I to hempcrete 
the house, and I had decided to source my lime binder 
and hemp direct from France. There were several reasons 
for this, but it made most sense for my project. Everything 
was set up to go and my supplier in France had all the 
materials ready to dispatch. But this is, after all, a self- 
build — it shouldn't be this easy, should it? 

The next day the news announced a strike at Calais 
with massive congestion at all ports. My supplier couldn't 
get a transporter to collect the materials, and when the 
situation would change was unclear. Time's now running 
out. Will my lime and hemp arrive? Or will I be paying a 
hempcrete team to drink tea? For more updates on Joe's 
self-build project visit homebuildinq.co.uk/bloqs 



Facebook Fandom 


Be Social 


Top Tweets 


Q. How much will your foundations cost 
and what should you watch out for? 

A.l. "Get several estimates and double the most expensive 
one! Contingency is key!" Louise McKay 

A.2. "Far too much in our case; a seam of clay resulted 
in the building inspectors telling us to keep digging until 
the excavator bucket couldn't reach any deeper — about 
12-14ft in some places for a single storey extension, 
ridiculous! " Jonathan Bowman 

A.3. "Setting a realistic budget and sticking to it is the key 
to a stressless build. " Nick Lane Building Consultant 



Facebook 


Twitter 


Pinterest 


Youtube 


Google+ 


Your thoughts on what makes good 
design as part of #GoodDesignWeek: 

"(aMyHomebuilding great kitchen/ 
diner, lots of storage, private 
outdoor space, energy efficient 
#GoodDesignWeek" @Dianel920 

"Low energy bills, thermal comfort, 
natural light, endless storage, private 
outdoor space! #GoodDesignWeek" 

@Carrie_Behar 

"Space and light" @beaton_bruce 
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A DESIGN 


FOR LIFE 


For most, designing and building your own oak frame home is a once in 
a lifetime experience. It is your chance to create something completely 
unique, a home that will not only serve your needs in the present, but one 
which will become your legacy, mellowing gracefully and repaying you 
with a lifetime of enjoyment. In recognition of this, Oakwrights cannot 
over-stress the importance of getting it right. We use only exceptional, 
seasoned, architectural designers to create our homes, designers such as 
whose lifetime of experience in designing for self-build has 
honed and refined his skills, specialising particularly in oak framing. 


The build quality, accuracy and finish of an Oakwrights oak frame is 
legendary, but a home meticulously designed alongside our architectural 
designers is the stuff of dreams. 




(Q ^ j) 1 ,^ 'f- f 


OAKWRIGHTS* 


THE INTELLIGENT OAK ERAME 








UPFRONT 


MATERIALS 

Latest looks for finishes and fittings 




Scona Shower Surface 
from Kaldewei 

Resembling a large, flat tile, the 
Scona shower surface is made 
from 3.5mm steel enamel and 
offers a contemporary design 
with 44 sizes to choose from. The 
easy-to-install surface features 
a central circular waste and can 
be placed on or flush with the 
floor for a wetroom finish. The 
Scona also comes with a 30- 
year guarantee and a choice of 
anti-slip finishes. Prices start from 
£451 for the 75x80cm option. 


The Mini-Pantry from 
Humphrey Munson 

The bespoke, handmade 
mini-pantry by Humphrey 
Munson is designed for 
compact kitchens — helping 
homeowners store goods and 
keep worktops tidy. It features 
pantry shelving with spice and 
condiment racks in the doors, 
and costs £1,695. 



Clement Browne Shutters 

Adding a boutique style 
to your bedroom, these 
bespoke full-height shutters 
from Clement Browne's 
Westcliff Collection can 
be specified in a range of 
colours and materials, and 
offer privacy while letting 
light flow through. Prices 
start at £250/m2. 



The Shanghai Fireplace from J. Rotherham 

Part of The Essential Collection from J. 
Rotherham, the Shanghai fireplace combines 
natural Minoan limestone with exquisite dark 
Emperador marble for a sophisticated, bold 
design with rich tones. There are 15 new designs 
within the collection with the option to select 
from a range of materials. POA. 


Trubi Radiator from Bisque 

With a modern, minimalist design, the Trubi 
radiator from Bisque offers a heating solution 
suitable for contemporary kitchens and 
bathrooms. Available in 12 different sizes - 
six vertical, six horizontal - the Trubi has an 
excellent heat output and can also be ordered 
in Bisque's wide range of colour options, from 
bold, bright primary hues to soft pastel shades 
and classic white, titane and volcanic finishes. 
Prices start from £265 (excluding VAT). 



The Latest Taps 


1 





1 . Perrin b Rowe's traditional- 
style Country Aquitaine Instant 
Hot Water Tap costs £874 

2 . The Tails Select mixer 
from Hansgrohe has a 
pull-out spray head and 
swivel spout. From £352 

3 . Samuel Heath's three-hole 
basin mixer with low spout 

in polished nickel, crafted 
in collaboration with Royal 
Crown Derby, launches 
on 21 September. POA 
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One day, you won’t 
have to have an ugly 
oil tank in your garden. 


Get an underground 
gas tank and one day 
can be today 

If you live off the grid, switch from oil to gas for 
your home central heating, with Calor,andyou 
can haveyourtankout of sight and out of the way. 

We can also advise on how our highly efficient 
gas boilers could reduceyour energy costs. 

It’s easy to switch. To find out more visit 

calor.co.uk or call 0800 085 5126. 




Put some I CMOtl \ in your life 



UPFRONT 


THE LATEST 

Events, news, tips and ephemera 


High Court Judgement Rules Section 106 Exemption for Self-builders as Unlawful 


The exemption for self-builders from Section 106 pay- 
ments has been thrown into doubt by a recent High Court 
judgement. West Berkshire and Reading borough councils 
won their battle in early August against implementing the 
Section 106 exemption for small sites — with the High 
Court ruling the Government's policy 'unlawful'. 

In November 2014, the Government issued amend- 
ments to National Planning Policy Guidance (NPPG), stip- 
ulating that any developments with less than 10 proper- 
ties in urban areas and five in rural areas would be exempt 
from Section 106 payments. This has been challenged by 
several councils unsuccessfully — until now. 

The West Berkshire and Reading case was heard by 
Justice David Holgate, who ruled against the DCLG's (De- 
partment for Communities and Local Government) policy, 
saying it was "incompatible" with the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990 and the Planning and Compulsory 


Purchase Act 2004. The Judge said the policy change was 
not only "unlawful" but he also ruled the consultation on 
changes to planning policy as "unfair", as not all of the 
information relating to the changes was made available 
to councils. Justice Holgate deemed that the policy could 
lead to a reduction in land available for affordable hous- 
ing, was an "unacceptable risk of unlawful decision-mak- 
ing", and that councils might have to submit revised local 
plans to the Planning Inspectorate to factor in affordable 
housing shortfalls. What this now means, however, is 
that self-builders may be expected to pay, in some cases, 
£l,000s for the right to build their own home. 

The DCLG have made their disappointment clear, and 
plan to appeal the decision which could see potential 
self-builders struggle to finance their project, as well as 
undermine the Conservative's manifesto pledge to build 
200,000 starter homes by 2020. 


Plug Pulled on Green Deal 

Following a low take-up. Energy and Climate Change 
Secretary Amber Rudd has announced that there will be 
no further funding to the Green Deal Finance Company, 
and the Government will also be ceasing any future fund- 
ing releases of the Green Deal Home Improvement Fund. 

Originally conceived as the flagship 'green' household 
scheme, offering homeowners cash back on items such 
as double glazing, boilers, solar panels and insulation, the 
decision comes as a blow to those seeking to take out 
the loans to improve the energy efficiency of their home. 
The decision will have no impact on existing Green Deal 
Finance Plans or existing Green Deal Home Improve- 
ment Fund applications and vouchers however, and the 
Government will work with the building industry and 
consumer groups on a new value-for-money approach. 

Of the decision, Neil Schofield, Head of Governmental 
and External Affairs at Worcester, Bosch Group, com- 
ments: "While the intention behind the Green Deal may 
have been positive, the complexity it added to the supply 
chain and its unappealing interest rate made success very 
unlikely. The question now is which scheme will be next 
to follow — the RHI (Renewable Heat Incentive) or ECO 
(Energy Company Obligation)? Moving forward, we need 
a Government that is willing to build on previous suc- 
cesses by talking to the industry and being flexible with its 
drip-feeding of regulation." 


VAT Increases for Energy-Saving Materials 

Following the recent European Court of Justice's (ECJ) 
ruling, the UK can no longer apply a reduced rate of VAT 
to the supply and installation of energy-saving materials. 

As a result, anyone looking to install eco measures such 
as insulation, central heating and hot water systems, heat 
pumps, photovoltaic and solar thermal panels, and wind 
and water turbines, will no longer benefit from a reduced 
rate of 5% VAT and instead be charged the standard UK 
VAT rate of 20%. The change will be implemented during 
the next budget in April 2016. 


Learn How to Build Your Own Passivhaus 

Do you want to learn the skills needed to build your own 
Passivhaus? The Beattie Passive Training Academy are 
offering 10-day training courses dedicated to equipping 
self-builders with the knowledge and skills to aid in the 
building of a Passivhaus home. 

For course dates, prices and more information visit 
beattiepassivetraininqacademy.com (P 


ERRATUM: In our World's Most Amazing Homes sup- 
plement (September 2015) we forgot to credit Jeremy 
Rawlings as the designer of The Grand Hall in Sussex. 
Apologies. Jeremy is at periodhome.net/frameset.html 
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For more information and to download our 
brochure find us at www.idsystems.co.uk 


Make space for the things that matter 

At IDSystems, we believe in breaking down the boundaries 
set by traditional building methods. With a complete range of 
folding sliding doors, windows, moveable walls, glass roofs 
and balustrades to choose from, we'll help you add another 
dimension to your home and get maximum enjoyment from 
your surroundings. 


IDSystems 

" GLASS INNOVATIONS 


t 01603 408804 | e info@idsystems.co.uk | a B2 Rhombus Park, Diamond Road, Norwich NRG 6NN | www.idsystems.co.uk 
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Home 

This section: Everything you need to create a brilliant individual home — from 
ideas, expert guides and designers' advice to other people's inspiring projects 



Homes: 

A Futureproofed Self-build p.22 



Homes: 

A Contemporary New Build P7o 



Homes: 

A Bungalow Re -envisioned P4o 


Plus: « Modern House Masterclass p 34 
« Getting Modern Stone 
Walling Right ps? 

« Designing a Landing psi 
« An Expert Guide to Buying Ovens p94 
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HOMES CONTEMPORARY-STYLE SELF-BUILD 



Absorbing Views ’ 

Mike and Linda Bray's self-build journey may have been born 
out of necessity, but the striking home they've created with 
architect son Oliver Bray enjoys the very best of the sea views 


PROJECT NOTES 
Project: 

Contemporary- 
style self-build 

Location: 

Hampshire 

Dates: Jan 10 
- Jun 11 

Size: 233m2 

Land cost: 

£400,000 

Build cost: 

£630,000 

(£2,704/m2) 

Value: 

£1.3million+ 





mm 


Contemporary Exterior 

This coastal new build is clad in a mix of render, zinc and cedar, all providing a low- 
maintenance finish. The south-facing fagade features large areas of glazing to make the most 
of passive solar gain and views towards the sea, with an external, sheltered balcony being a 
prime viewing platform. Below, blockwork has been clad in granite to create external planters 
and seating, which complements the Eclipse granite paving from Marshalls 


sM.., 


HOMES CONTEMPORARY-STYLE SELF-BUILD 




THE QUICK READ 


S ome people dream about building their own home, 
but for Mike and Linda Bray the concept of creating 
a bespoke house was originally born out of necessity 
after Mike was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis. The 
couple knew that they would need to move from their 
three storey, waterside townhouse, but were loathe to 
settle for life in a bland bungalow or cramped flat. 

“We moved to the townhouse in 2001 after I retired because I 
wanted to get in as much sailing as possible, and we had a pontoon 
for our boat right outside the house,” Mike says, “but the MS is 
progressive so we knew we would have to move eventually.” 

Fortunately their son is Oliver Bray, the director of award-winning 
Winchester-based architectural practice OB Architecture, which 
undertakes projects across the country. Oliver suggested that, if his 
parents could And a suitable plot, he would design them an excit- 
ing, one-off house to cater for their future needs. “What started 
out as an unwanted move suddenly turned into a project and an 
adventure,” reflects Mike. 

Eighteen months of fruitless plot hunting in and around the 
New Forest Anally culminated in 2008 with the Brays discovering 
an ideal piece of land. A developer had purchased a small house 
set within a large garden and created two plots — one to build on 
and the other to sell. The third of an acre garden plot stands back 
from the cliff- top in Milford on Sea, which meant that building a 
two storey house would ensure sea views from the first floor rooms. 

“Oily favours contemporary design, so we knew the house would 
be modern, and he worked hard to make the very best use of our 


^ Mike and Linda Bray's contemporary home was designed 
by their architect son Oliver Bray of OB Architecture. The 
reverse-level design - with the main living area positioned 
on the first floor - makes the most of the sea views 

^ Self-build provided the couple with a route to creating 
an individual and accessible home, futureproofed for Mike, 
who lives with multiple sclerosis 

^ The timber frame build is clad in a combination of 
untreated timber, zinc and self-coloured render, for 
a low-maintenance finish 
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First Floor Living Spaces 

The living area on the first floor (top left) opens directly on to 
a balcony and has been carefully angled to enjoy views out 
to sea. A snug seating area (bottom left) has also been built 
beside the kitchen window to take advantage of the views. 

In the kitchen (above), the monochrome scheme continues 
with white granite bespoke worktops, and Perspex used as a 
splashback. Built-in storage in the living areas, created in MDF 
(a cost-effective solution), has been spray-painted in white 

plot,” says Linda. “We gave him a basic brief, which included things 
like the number of bedrooms we wanted, and then sat back and 
waited to see what he would produce.” 

Designing an Accessible Home 

The resulting house has been thoughtfully designed with ground 
floor bedrooms and a lift to the open plan kitchen/ dining/living 
space and balcony on the first floor — ensuring that Mike is able 
to access every room with ease. The building features a single storey 
section, roofed in sedum, which contains the garage, two bedrooms 
and a bathroom, creating a self-contained guest suite. 

Incorporating a lift was one of the most important elements of 
the design. The lift cost around /^13,000 to install in the double- 
height atrium, and opens into the ground floor hallway and the 
first floor dining area. 

“Introducing a lift into an existing house can look very institu- 
tional, whereas our house has been designed from scratch to both 


look good and cope with the restrictions of disability,” says Linda. 
“We wanted to buy the lift in the UK, but in the end we could 
only And what we wanted in Austria, and the company’s engineer 
came across and supervised the installation.” 

The ground floor bedrooms, wide doorways and wetrooms ensure 
that Mike will be able to continue living in the house as his MS 
progresses. Sliding glass doors open directly to the terrace on the 
ground floor, with no steps or changes in floor level. 

Achieving Planning Permission 

“The site did present us with a few challenges,” says architect Oli- 
ver Bray. “First of all, it was set between two traditional low-lying 
thatched cottages that were identified by the planners as being of 
architectural significance in the local area. Secondly, the views out 
to sea were only achievable at first floor level, and thirdly, the front, 
less-private side to the plot faced south, meaning there would be 
a conflict between the road and the proposed garden that would 
front on to it. 

“Following initial discussions with the planners, we established 
a framework within which we could build; we developed a concept 
of four interlocking forms that would give the accommodation 
required, while respecting the scale of the cottages either side and 
the important views they provided to the village. 

“We proposed a long, linear timber clad form at first floor, set 
above a lightweight glazed section below, and a white rendered wing 
to the side with a projecting garage at the end to create a welcoming 
entrance courtyard. The composition is anchored’ to the site by a 
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double-height entrance hall that is clad on the outside in dark grey 
zinc. In spite of the sensitive nature of the site, the planners were 
very receptive to our contemporary approach.” 

Externally, the structure has been clad in a combination of differ- 
ent low-maintenance finishes, which also include self-coloured white 
render and untreated cedar boarding — this monochrome palette 
continues inside throughout the considered interiors. The materials 
were specified with the coastal environment in mind. Glazing is 
a particular feature, with south-facing sliding glass doors looking 
out to sea and smaller windows to the sides, which guard privacy. 

Achieving planning for the striking home did not, however, prove 
entirely plain sailing. “We live in an area of special character, and the 
parish council felt the design was out of keeping with neighbour- 
ing pastiche thatched cottages, which meant that we had to attend 
the council planning committee meeting,” says Mike. “I had three 
minutes to put our case forward, and it felt like I was standing in 
the dock pleading for clemency.” 

The majority voted for the plans to be approved, allowing the 
Brays to sell their previous home to fund the build. The couple 
moved into a rented flat half a mile from their plot. 

A Challenging Build 

“Oliver recommended that the house should be timber frame, and 
we researched various suppliers — even travelling to Germany to 
visit one manufacturer,” says Mike. “In the end we opted for a local 
company, who took on the contract to build the entire house. They 
started in January 2010 but six months later they went bankrupt, 
having only completed the foundations and the structural steelwork.” 

Luckily the Brays had not paid the company in advance and 
were able to take over the build themselves — employing some 
of the tradesmen who had previously worked on site. The process 
did cost them several thousand pounds, however, and meant that 
they had to cut back on one or two luxuries and gadgets. “When 
our builder went bankrupt it was a real low point, because we had 



Above: Staircase 

A frosted window was specified for privacy at the top of 
the American white oak staircase; the latter is illuminated to 
dramatic effect. It leads to the sitting room and kitchen diner 
on the first floor, where the stairwell acts as a divide between 
the two spaces. The monochrome interior scheme continues 
throughout, with Porcelanosa dark grey matt porcelain floor 
tiles laid over underfloor heating in the living spaces, and in 
rooms such as the dramatic ground floor wetroom (below) 
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to take over the project management of the build ourselves, which 
was completely alien to us,” say the Brays. 

“We had a lot of problems with the subcontractors, and ended 
up in court trying to reclaim 10,000 owed to us by the glazing 
contractor, so it wasn’t a straightforward build by any means,” says 
Mike, who has a degree in engineering and is now retired. “Some- 
one advised us that we should trust absolutely no one, which sadly 
turned out to be true for many of the subcontractors.” 

A High-Spec Home 

Despite these unforeseen problems, the Brays have succeeded in 
completing their new home to an exceptionally high standard with 
help and advice from Oliver. The result is an energy-efficient, low- 
maintenance building, with predominantly tiled floors laid over 
underfloor heating, which is fuelled by an air-source heat pump. 
There is a ventilation and heat recovery system and a 5,000 litre 
rainwater harvester, which supplies the toilets with recycled water. 

“We have a ground floor control room for all the plant, and Oily 
has designed built-in storage throughout the house, which helps 
to create an uncluttered feel,” says Mike. “Now we re able to enjoy 
living close to the sea in a house that has been futureproofed for 
our needs. Working together as a family was an added bonus, and 
we re extremely proud of the fact that such a beautiful house was 
designed for us by our son.”® 


Living Room 

The considered interiors are sleek, with discreet features such as 
window blinds recessed into the ceiling. Other stealth elements 
include a white wall that acts as a screen for the projector TV. 
The contemporary Contura woodburning stove is another 
feature of this room; wood is stored in a niche beside the stove 
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The Project 



Oliver Bray 

Architect 


THE ARCHITECTS VIEW 

We turned the traditional notion of the 
house 'upside down' by placing the large 
open plan kitchen/living/dining room at 
first floor so that we could take advan- 
tage of the lovely views out over Christch- 
urch Bay during the day while cooking, 
eating and relaxing. 

At ground floor level, a sun room to the 
front of the house opens out to a pro- 
tected front garden that is bordered to 
the road by a tall rendered wall with play- 
ful slot openings, and to the driveway by 
linear planters to create a sunny, seclud- 
ed outdoor space. 

The bedrooms are arranged around a 
large double-height entrance hall, through 
which rises a bespoke disabled lift. Rather 
than hiding the lift within a discreet shaft, 
we took the decision early on to celebrate 
the vertical movement through the house 
by creating a bespoke shaft that is open to 
the living room and hallway below. We 
managed to source an elegant and mod- 
erately priced platform lift that we insert- 
ed into the shaft. The result is something 
that we could not have achieved through 
an off-the-shelf solution and is one of the 
real triumphs of the project. 

The open nature of the house makes it 
a very sociable place to be: you can be 
cooking upstairs while chatting to some- 
one downstairs through the glazed bal- 
ustrade around the double-height space. 

The extensive areas of glazing are a con- 
stant reminder of the dramatic and ever- 
changing weather in this exposed location. 


First Floor 


wc j 


Dining 




Living 

1/v V-V 


Ground Floor 


r 




1 


1 


Bath 

Bedroom 

j 

Bedroom 


r 


c 

J-X 

1 Hail 


V, 





Bedroom 
j | En Suite ^ 


Utility 


Garage 




T] 


J 

Bedroom 




Reception 


SUPPLIERS 

Architect OB Architecture 01962 865344; obarchitecture.co.uk 


Driveway and Eclipse granite garden paving 

Marshalls 0370 411 2233 

Lift Servelift servelift.com 

RooflightsThe Rooflight Company 01993 833108 

Sedum roof Sky Garden 020 3503 0927 

Air-source heat pump and underfloor heating 

Nu-Heat 01404 549770 

Rainwater harvester WPL 0845 450 4818 


Woodburning stove Contura contura.eu 

Ventilation and heat recovery system Systemair 0121 322 0200 

Zinc cladding VMZinc 01992 822288 

Floor and wall tiles Porcelanosa porcelanosa.com 

Balcony and patio doors Fineline Aluminium 01934 429922 

Sanitaryware Roca Limited 01530 830080 

Kitchen Hardleys Kitchens & Bathrooms 01590 678767 

Kitchen worktops Shaw Stone 01329 844474 

Stairs Stairway Joinery 01202 622826 
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W ill the 2015 home please stand up? 

Looking back at the early modernist 
masterpiece houses is a humbling experi- 
ence. What is striking is that these early 
20th-century buildings - 100 years old 
or so - still appear amazingly modern 
and relevant. Open plan living was coming into trend in the 1910s 
houses of Adolf Loos, and Corbusier and Frank Lloyd Wright 
were perfecting organic architecture and machines for living in the 
1920s. Mies van der Rohe had sliding walls of glass and stripped 
minimalism in the ’30s. The Lames House of the ’40s was embrac- 
ing mass -production and had already moved beyond modernist 
bombast and dogmatic aesthetics. 

Surveying this pantheon of buildings, it is easy to wonder exactly 
what has moved on in the last 60 years — and that perhaps design- 
ers have all been doing cover versions ever since. However, there 
are issues and ideas being tackled by housing in 2015 that make 
them very specific to now. A number of trends can be seen in home 
design today that show where we are advancing and challenging 
the masters of the past. ] 


201 5 Home 


If you wanted to build a modern home 
very much of its time, what would you 
do? Architectural designer and TV 
expert Charlie Luxton explains how to 
approach the art of the contemporary 


CHARLIE LUXTON 
Architectural designer Charlie is the 
director of Charlie Luxton Design and a 
popular broadcaster, presenting 
'Building the Dream' on More4 
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tinue to be part of the 2015 home's 
repertoire, but there's a softer, more 
tactile element to interiors — intro- 
ducing natural materials inside and 
out as well as frameless glass to better 
help incorporate the surroundings 


"The hard, white-rendered, glass-walled, tight-arsed, 
shiny house has had its day" 
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C/O UNIQUE HOME STAYS 


EASY ON 
THE WHITE 

There's nothing clinical about this 
modern space — natural materi- 
als are evident throughout and 
the potential harshness of the 
double-height space is calmed 
by timber ceiling panelling 



Contextualism 

Place and context have become an increasingly important concept 
in modern housing. The big criticism of much 20th-century house 
design is that it ignores local building styles and the important 
narrative roles houses play in the feel of a town or village. Limited 
availability of materials traditionally meant there was a unity of 
appearance to housing, often dominated by a local stone or brick. 
Modern transportation broke that relationship and the result has 
not always been positive. Buildings are not like cars, chairs or almost 
any other product. They do not move and therefore need to relate 
to their surroundings in a permanent and unique way. The best 
2015 homes have a much stronger relationship to their surround- 
ings through their materials, details and style. This contemporary 
vernacular is not about mimicking or copying (much as the planners 
want us to) but bringing together the specific character of a place 
and its buildings with those of your new home. There are so many 
wonderful design ideas to reference in the vernacular buildings 
of the UK, that starting from scratch with no reference to them 
seems so last century. 

Low Maintenance 

Another major failing of much contemporary architecture is that 
it doesn’t allow for the realities of time and ageing. Seemingly 
conceived in an idealised reality where time, weathering and decay 


don’t occur, the white rendered box (and its like) never look so 
good with green algae stains or if a beautiful white smooth plaster 
interior gets a boot scuff. It’s the illusion of perfection and while 
many buildings look fantastic in the publicity shoots, they age badly. 
Ageing is inevitable and good buildings should, like wine, add a 
new layer of beauty through it. Natural, traditional and interesting 
materials like brick, clay tiles, timber shingles, stone, wood or metal 
can not only tie a building into its location but can age beautifully 
too. The 2015 home understands this and embraces it. 

Careful with Glass 

For much of the 20th century, walls of glass were a real statement of 
modernity; expensive and hard to achieve. In the 21st century the 
folding sliding door is ubiquitous — a stock response to maximise 
a view or create a connection outside. The reality, both then and 
now, is that too much glass can result in overheating in summer 
and the opposite in winter. While this can be overcome through 
good design and modern technology the truth is that a wall of glass 
often lessens the impact of a view, whereas a carefully composed 
window frames it and heightens its effect. Acres of glazing do little 
for acoustics or creating a sense of place, often resulting in echoey 
washed-out rooms that have no soul. The 2015 house is sparing 
with its glass, preferring quality of view and performance of window 
over quantity. This includes glass balustrades — so last century. . . . 
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CONTEXT 
IS KING 

The days of the one-size-fits-all approach 
appear to be over. White render still has 
its place but today's leading modern 
homes are all about responding to their 
unique context, whether it is nest- 
ling down to respect a view (above) or 
incorporating local materials that bed 
the new home into its surroundings 


Energy Consumption 

Perhaps the main thing to have changed 
since the wonder of early modernism and 
defines good architecture today is its impact, 
or lack of it, on our beseiged environment. 
Superficially, at least, house design may 
appear to have not advanced much in the last 
100 years, but functionally instead; how well 
insulated, sealed, ventilated and serviced they 
are has changed fundamentally. Many of 
these 20th-century masterpieces were awful 
to live in - too cold, too hot, too draughty 
and a nightmare to maintain - and it s taken 
the intervening years for technology to catch 
up and make them comfortable and afford- 
able to heat. Increasingly, automation and 
integration of systems are key to further 
reducing energy consumption, achieving 
more with less. Low energy consumption, 
embodied energy, internal air quality and 


responsible sourcing of materials are central 
to the 2015 house. 

The Emergence of Fun 

The modern home has for many years been 
a very serious place where people who drive 
German cars and eat muesli live in grey 
crisply ironed clothes. 

The white rendered, glass walled, tight 
arsed, shiny hard house has had its day. The 
2015 house has wit, humor and idiosyncrasy. 
It can parody itself, be quirky, irrational and 
fun. It references and responds to both its 
site and surrounding buildings. It cares for 
the planet, ages gracefully yet maintains 
the ambition and lessons of the modernist 
masters. Every building, no matter what 
the budget, is an opportunity to make the 
world a little better and the crop of 2015 
shouldn’t waste it. (S> 
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PROJECT NOTES 


Project: 

Contemporary 
extension and 
remodel 


Location: Dorset 

Dates: Sep 2013 
- Dec 2014 

Size: 380m2 

House cost: 

£310,000 


Build cost: 



Front Elevation 

Making the most of its large plot, this former bungalow has been 
subject to a radical remodel with a new first floor extension 
featuring twin gables (this contemporary take on a traditional 
element helped appease the local planners). A palette of 
contemporary building materials clads the exterior; here, cedar 
and slate-effect cast concrete tiles break up the front elevation 
















BEFORE 






£195,000 

(£513/m2) 

Value: £895,000 







THE QUICK READ 

^ Stuart and Elmarie Ward have transformed a dated bungalow 
on a large site in Dorset, creating a striking contemporary home 
on a budget thanks to an extension and remodel project 

^ In order to keep costs down and carry out work at his own 
pace, Stuart took on almost all of the building work himself — 
from demolition all the way to building the front door 

^ External insulation, render, timber cladding and slate-effect 
cast concrete tiles offer a complementary palette of building 
materials, giving this home architectural wow-factor 

A s a developer, Stuart Ward was well-placed for 
knowing how to create amazing homes, so when 
he came across a 1950s bungalow on a large plot 
in east Dorset back in early 2013 he already had 
strong ideas as to how to transform the dated 
building into his and wife Elmarie s dream home. 
“There are lots of bungalows on huge plots in this area and 
there’s a lot of SSSIs (Sites of Special Scientific Interest), so not 
many of these large plots are allowed to be subdivided,” explains 
Stuart. “When we viewed the bungalow we could see there was a 
substantial five-bed house next-door and that gave us an idea of 
what we could get away with and what would be appropriate for 
the area. The property cost us 3 10,000 and we knew we wanted 
something modern that we could afford. We were driven by eco- 
nomics — the idea of creating a dream house while getting the 
most out of what we already had here. 

“The project was also my way of getting back in the saddle after 
being ill. I’d previously been asked to build a Tony Holt house in 
Poole for a client and despite having never taken on a new build I 
was keen to take up the challenge. Towards the end of the project, 
however, I fell ill with acute symptoms of chronic fatigue syndrome 
which left me exhausted and struggling to complete the most basic 
of tasks, so we decided the best solution here would be to extend.” ^ 



Rear Facade 

Along with the new storey, the rear of the 
property has also been extended to make way 
for the open plan living spaces. To the rear, the 
twin gabled design has been continued, with 
enclosed balconies to the first floor cutting into 
the gables. Full-height glazing here and on the 
^ground floor allows light to flood the interiors 






TSlFVn. 




A Complete Redesign 

With a clear idea in mind for the extension and remodelling of 
the old bungalow, Stuart approached architectural designer Tony 
Holt to help visualise his plans and turn them into a reality. “I had 
an idea of what I wanted and knew I was after something modern 
with twin gables. I also knew that in order for the project to be 
comfortable with the planners the house had to have a traditional 
element to its design as there were no contemporary houses on the 
road,” explains Stuart. “I knew Tony from the Poole project and 
had seen a lot of his designs on his website which I liked, so I put 
together CAD and render drawings and then sent these to him.” 

Part of Stuart s brief was to try and keep the spaces as versatile as 
possible — for instance what is now the snug and open plan din- 
ing area could easily be swapped around. In order to maintain his 
healthy lifestyle, the brief also included a home gym. “We looked 
at what was already there and what we could and couldn’t work 
with,” says Stuart. “What is now the cinema and gym, however, was 
predetermined by the existing bungalow; the rest of the spaces on 
the ground floor which form part of the extension are more flex- 
ible. We wanted open plan areas but it was also important to plan 
in those quieter spaces to retire to in the evenings. 

“The planners were pretty good,” continues Stuart. “It s a unique 
build on a road with an eclectic mix of houses. The only issues we 
had were regarding the proposed ridge height, which we agreed 
to lower by half a metre. Our application was granted first time.” 


Above and Far Left: Kitchen 

Thanks to the rear extension, a large open plan kitchen/ 
dining/living space dominates most of the ground floor 
and can be accessed directly from the double-height 
entrance hall (opposite, top left) while a curved obscured 
glass wall zones the entrance from the rest of the living 
accommodation. Here, the same slate-effect cast concrete 
tiles used for the exterior have been used to clad the fireplace 
as well as the feature wall in the hallway. Full-height glazed 
sliding doors meanwhile break out on to the rear terrace 


A Rebuilt Bungalow on a Budget 

Work started on site in September 2013 with Stuart taking on 
the role of project manager and builder, and together with a local 
labourer, he began semi-demolishing the old bungalow to make 
way for the rear extension, along with removing the internal walls 
to open up the ground floor. Towards the end of digging the foot- 
ings for the new extension, however, they suffered from heavy 
rainfall which caused the water table to rise — the works ground 
to a halt from the end of October right through to February 2014 
as a consequence. 

Once work was back underway, the build itself went quickly 
thanks to constructing the walls of the new extension in a single-skin 
of 240mm-thick aircrete blocks bonded together with adhesive. The 
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HOMES CONTEMPORARY REMODEL 



bungalow was extended to the rear by approximately 3 m and steel 
thrown up across the open plan space to open that section of the 
ground floor up, making the link between old and new seamless. 
“This thin-joint construction technique is a brilliant way to build 
quickly and we imported the materials from Europe,” says Stuart. 

“It was just myself and one other guy handling the building work. 

We could have done it quicker and perhaps cheaper by getting 
the professionals in, but for me this was like therapy and took my 
mind off my illness and gave me a focus without any pressure of 
getting the place built by a certain time — I could just take it easy.” 

In order to provide a contemporary exterior, a slate-effect cast 
concrete tile was chosen for the detailing. “Where we have elements 
like the front door we then used a cedar batten to add contrast. By 
using different textures it helps to breakup the fa 9 ade,”says Stuart. 

In total the project took around 18 months to complete, including 
the four months where the majority of the work was put on hold 
due to the rain. “Coming in from the on-site caravan every day and 
seeing the spaces come together really allowed us to see what did 
and didn’t work — enabling us to make changes along the way if 
necessary. With doing it yourself you’ve got that ability to make 
changes, whereas if you’re going through a team of contractors then 
changes can involve cost implications,” says Stuart. 

A Place to Call Home 

The house was completed in December 2014 - although as Stuart 
points out, a project is never truly finished - and what was once a 
tired bungalow on a large plot with cramped accommodation has 
become a large contemporary dwelling which makes the most of 
its site thanks to an extensive remodel. Meeting the Wards’ brief, 
the property has been opened up to the rear to feature a large 
open plan kitchen/dining/living space which now works well for 
entertaining and large family gatherings. Equally, the home offers 
private spaces too for when Stuart and Elmarie need some peace 
and quiet. Upon entry, the double-height hallway with galleried 
landing and staircase (built by Stuart) is also partially open plan to 
the rear, with a curved glass wall zoning the entrance space while 
allowing guests to flow through into the kitchen/diner and provid- 
ing views out to the rear garden from the front door. 

Open plan accommodation has also been introduced in the new 
master suite. “We saw the idea of the open plan bedroom and en 
suite in a hotel we visited,” says Stuart. “As the new master bedroom 
was large we knew that this concept could easily be accommodated 
here. The slate-effect cast concrete tile fireplace (the same material ^ 


Left: Glazed Gables 

Maximising on natural light, the twin gables to the front 
and rear of the property have been heavily glazed in order 
for the bedrooms upstairs to benefit from full-height views 
of the surrounding landscape. To the rear, glass doors 
open out to sheltered balconies with glazed balustrades 
— providing unobstructed views from two bedrooms 
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Ill SOLARLUX 


glass in motion 


BI-FOLDING DOORS | WINTERGARDENS | GLASS CANOPIES | SLIDING SYSTEMS | GLASS ROOMS 


To bring the outside in, you have to 
think inside out. 

At SoLarLux it's what we've been doing for over 30 years. Working to deliver truly bespoke 
solutions which match your exacting requirements precisely. It's our relentless dedication 
to excellence that brings you precision German engineering and world-class technology in 
the design and manufacture of the wintergarden and bi-folding doors that offer unparalleled 
performance. Quality standards that are incomparable, and the peace of mind of being Secured 
by Design. Brighter thinking, for lighter living. 

Secured by Design 

inQftti t)nllerr«d 


Nothing is impossible when there are endless possibilities. Discover more, at 





HOMES CONTEMPORARY REMODEL 




also used on the exterior, hallway and ground floor fireplace — 
creating a sense of continuity) adds character to the master suite 
and helps break up the bedroom and bathroom space. It s great to 
sit in the bath and be able to look through the fireplace and enjoy 
garden views over the balcony on the opposite side of the room, 
and glimpse the views further beyond that.” 

In order to bring light into the home, heavy doses of glazing have 
been added to the front and rear, with glazed gables to the new first 
floor, along with full-height windows to the front and expansive 
sliding doors to the back — all triple glazed and slightly tinted 
for privacy. The way that the house is orientated on the plot means 
that there is now plenty of light entering from the rear elevation in 
the mornings and the house is lit from the front in the evenings. 

“The home really works well for us. We wanted a home which 
stood out from the crowd but for a reasonable price and this project 
definitely delivered. Ultimately though I see the success of the house 
when people are passing by and they slow down to take a look,” 
says Stuart. “It really is a tribute to Tony and the amazing detail 
that he put into the design and we now have a scheme which works 
really well. We were fortunate enough to have a nature reserve at 
the end of the garden too. It was a case of right plot, right time.” 

Following the success of this project, has Stuart been bitten by 
the build bug? “I think it would be a shame not to take everything 
IVe learned and apply it again. Fd absolutely love to do another 
project and we are already looking!” he admits. “Growing up with 
parents in the army I was always moving around as a child and 
even now I only stay somewhere for a few years before moving on, 
so watch this space!” (!) 


Above and Top: Master Suite 

The impressive master suite on the new first floor has been 
left open plan to incorporate the bathroom — cleverly 
zoned thanks to the central double-sided fireplace which 
has been clad in the same slate-effect cast concrete 
tile as the exterior and ground floor feature fireplace. A 
dual-aspect can also be enjoyed thanks to full-height 
glazing, with an enclosed balcony overlooking the rear 


Homebuilding.co.uk | 49 






^Glos^jA^hite. GWH 


DANISH DESIGN 
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Designers: Harrit & Sorensen 


H SCAN 66 WHITE 

PURE WHITE 

White is known as the colour of purity and natural beauty. 

By choosing white for your wood stove, you can combine it with almost any 
other colour in your interior. White creates a peaceful and relaxing atmosphere 

The organic shape creates a beautiful frame around the fire and the view 
to the flames is maximised through the use of a glass log retainer. 

Hang it on the wall or choose between three different leg options, 
where one has multiple choices for colour inlays. 

The series is also available in black paint. 



DANISH HEATING IDEAS 


Scan 66-2 


Scan 66-3 


Scan 66-4 Scan 66-1 






For our latest brochure and details of your nearest exclusive dealer call our 24 hour hotline 01527 506019 or visit www.scan.dk email: sales(Sjotuluk.com 





HOMES CONTEMPORARY REMODEL 


The Project 



Stuart Ward 

Homeowner 


HOMEOWNER'S VIEW 

With any extension you have to compro- 
mise to a point, but we tried to crowbar 
things in where we could. From the front 
door you can now see straight through 
into the garden and the whole space 
works really well — it's great. Open plan 
living brings with it its own set of chal- 
lenges like noise, etc., but if there are 
other rooms available for some quiet 
time then that's not a huge problem as 
we have found. We entertain a lot and so 
the house works really well for us. 

It's great to build your forever home 
but think carefully about your projected 
end value because it's very easy to go 
overboard and overdevelop. Ultimately 
you will want an asset value worth 20-30 
per cent more than you have spent to 
Justify all your hard work. We wanted a 
house that stood out from crowd for a 
reasonable cost and this home has cer- 
tainly delivered. 



Tony Holt 

Designer 


DESIGNER'S VIEW 

The existing bungalow was very cramped 
and failed to make the best use of the 
site. By adding a new storey this provided 
a cost-effective way of increasing the 
footprint of the building and the rear ex- 
tension allowed for modern open plan 
living which breaks out on to the rear 
amenity space which is covered thanks 
to a roof overhang. 

The design worked to retain elements 
of the bungalow to keep costs down 
while offering increased living accom- 
modation. The external fagade also un- 
derwent a contemporary facelift. The 
build cost Stuart achieved was Just phe- 
nomenal — not many people could ac- 
complish what he did. He even built the 
staircase and front door himself! 


First Floor 



Ground Floor 



SUPPLIERS 

Architect Tony Holt 01202 208331; tonyholt-design.co.uk 

Structural engineer Sean Playford 01202 240316 

Bio-ethanol fires, flooring, bathroom sanitaryware, slate- 
effect cast concrete tiles, external insulation, render, kitchen 

and taps Leroy Merlyn, Poland leroymerlin.com 

Kitchen units TradePoint trade-point.co.uk 

Builders' merchants Travis Perkins travisperkins.co.uk 

Buildbase buildbase.co.uk 


BUILD TIME 

Jan 13 Put offer in for the bungalow 

Jun 13 Planning application submitted 

Aug 13 Purchased bungalow 

Sep 13 Planning granted 

Sep 13 Part demolition and foundations 

Oct 13 - Feb 14 Work ground to halt 

Apr 14 Weathertight stage 

May 14 First fix stage 

Jun 14 Second fix stage 

Dec 14 Moved in 
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Unil 26/3 Silicon Busineis Centre 
2fi Wadsworth Road 

Pertvale, Greentord 0208 997 2448 

Middtesen UBi 7Jr Fox: 0208 997 061 1 


BETTER FASTER BUILDER LTD 



TIMBER FRAME (SIPS) AVIGNON 
45.67nn2 + CAR PORT 22m^ 

2BED £47,160 (weather-tight finish) 


TIMBER FRAME (SIPS) 

LAIVIIA2 153nn^ 

5BED £55,450 (weather-tight finish) 


WEATHER-TIGHT or TURN-KEY FINISH 


SHELL ONLY or TURNKEY SERVICE 

TIMBER FRAMES BUILT TO 
EUROPEAN STANDARDS 

WALL U: 0.13W/m2K 
BESPOKE HOUSES BUILT: 

• TO FIXED PRICE 

• ON TIME 

• TO HIGHEST QUALITY 

• NATIONWIDE SERVICE 

• FROM 1 MONTH BUILD TIME 


TIMBER FRAME (SIPS) COLUMBIA 
145m2-F GARAGE 29m^ 

4BED £63,455 (weather-tight finish) 



www.betterfasterbuilder.com 

Email: info@betterfasterbuilder.com 


ematl; foldingslidingdoors S' bt interne t.com 


Tel: 0203 384 6955 



UNDERFLOOR HEATING 



Fully integrated energy efficient 
heating systems 


Underfloor heating 
Ground and air source heat pumps 
Solar thermal panels 
DHW storage 
MVHR 

01896 668667 

We care for every project os if it were our own. 

Our expertise and technicoi knowiedge 
wiii be your safety net to o successfui outcome. 

We leave our clients with a warm feeling. 


26 Coopersknowe Crescent, underfloor@btinternet.com 

GALASHIELS. TDl 2DS. www.bordersunderfloor.co.uk 
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com _ 


Custom Made Classical Oriental Carpets & 
Specializing In Antique Decorative Carpets 


www.classicorientalcarpets.com 

classicorientalcarpets@hotmail.com 

07956 196259 • 12 Alicia Avenue, Keenton, Harrow HA3 8HL 
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GALLERY 


Contemporaiy Homes 

Need ideas? You've come to the right place 



Robert Dye Architects 

This visionary energy-efficient home is made up of a series of interlocking render and 
burnt larch-clad boxes sat on a concrete base with glazing cleverly positioned for privacy 


Unique Environments 

Large elements of glazing over three 
storeys prioritise this home's views 



Stan Bolt Entered via a bridge at the top 
of the site, this copper-clad home captures 
the views through full-height glazing 


Richard Dudzicki Associates 

A splash of orange adds impact to the 
white render on this modern SIPs build 


Paul Archer Motorised aluminium panels 
cleverly hide this California-style home 
within the landscape, acting as mirrors 
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Studio Bednarski A grill-like window 
structure adds architectural interest to 
this modern end of terrace home 


Hyde + Hyde Architects 

A master bedroom timber 'box' adds 
contrast to this California-influenced home 



Mclnnes Gardner 

From rundown bungalow to showstopping 
villa clad in stone, glass and render 


Matt White This urban self-build on a 
former side garden is packed with exciting 
features — including a deceptive entrance 



Hall + Bednarczyk 

This organic-style home uses stone 
and glass to masterly effect 


Studio West Architects Fibre cement 
cladding and aluminium windows offer a 
sleek finish to this single storey home 



Hall + Bednarczyk 

Stone, steel and timber blend traditional 
materials with modern style in this new build 


Annie Martin This stylish home with tim- 
ber bridge entrance makes the most of its 
beach views through well-placed glazing 



rdarchitects (Bristol) 

Western red cedar with sliding sun screens 
adds texture to the upper level of this home 



Stan Bolt 

The ultimate holiday home, this white ren- 
dered gem in Salcombe overlooks the sea 



Icosis Architects This striking stone and 
larch home is designed to be the Scottish 
version of an Australian beach house 


FIND MORE PROJECT 
IDEAS ON OUR WEBSITE 

homebuilding.co.uk/homes 
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Let's talk perfect gardens & drives 


When you're creating an outdoor living space, you want style, good 
looks and longevity. We specialise in high-quality paving materials 
for patios and driveways, to suit your style and budget. 

So if you're after elegant, eye-catching and affordable solutions, 
don't wait for the grass to grow. Talk to us. 


Call 0345 60 80 570... and talk to us direct. 

Alternatively, email us at: landscaping@brett.co.uk 


FLAG PAVING 

BLOCK PAVING 

PERMEABLE PAVING 
NATURAL STONE PAVING 
DECORATIVE AGGREGATES 
SPECIALIST KERB SYSTEMS 


Q ©brettpaving 

C BrettPaving 

oa Brett Landscaping Ltd. 


To download our Gardens & Drives Brochure visit 

www.brettpaving.co.uk/brochure 






LANDSCAPING AND BUILDING PRODUCTS 


www.brettpaving.co.uk 












SIMON MAXWELL 


DESIGN DETAIL 


Modem Stone ^Mll]inff 


While stone as a building material is nothing new, its use for contemporary 
buildings is most certainly on the up, says Natasha Brinsmead 



Dry Stone Goes Modern 

This award-winning home in Gloucestershire, designed by 
Batterham Matthews, features a fine example of modern 
stone walling with hidden mortar to give the effect of a 
dry stone wall. Random coursing, usually associated with 
traditional styles, works well with the 21st-century scheme 






DESIGN DETAIL MODERN STONE WALLING 


espite being used in construction since as 
long as anyone can remember, as a cladding 
material for contemporary homes, natural 
stone has only recently started to be seen on 
the list of must-have design features. 

While it has featured over the years in some 
of the most iconic buildings - think of the architecture from the 
1950s and 1960s by Frank Lloyd Wright, Richard Neutra and 
Kenneth Lind - it has only been in the past few years in the UK 
that it has come to the forefront of cutting-edge design. 

“It is definitely catching on as a cladding material,” confirms 
Director of Riverdale Stone, Martin Fildes. “It is a material that 
suits all styles of property and we have seen it become much more 
popular recently for new homes — even kit homes and modular 
homes, such as Baufritz designs, are using it now.” 

Most commonly used as a cladding, fixed to a concrete backing 
block but also suitable for timber frame constructions, natural 
stone is laid in much the same way that a dry stone wall might 
be — even on contemporary homes. 

“People are often misled in thinking that a random stone 
wall wont suit contemporary homes, but it does,” says Martin. 
“We recently did a project for a property developer who at first 
thought the best option would be to go for all coursed stone to 
get the contemporary look he was after. In the end he went for 
a random stone and is really pleased with the results.” 

Using local natural stone in general is a good, eco-friendly 
choice, but opting for random stone over coursed makes it even 
more environmentally sound. Used in this way, the stone is simply 
taken straight from the ground and used as it is, while sawn stone 
requires more of a manufacturing process. 

Although the stone is often constructed in much the same way 
as dry stone walling, some kind of fixing is required. Brick ties 
are usually used, and a mortar applied to the back of the stone, 
kept hidden from view. 

“The stone used for this type of project is usually around 150mm 
thick, although the harder the stone, the thicker it tends to be,” 
says architect George Batterham of Batterham Matthews, who 
has completed several award-winning stone-clad contemporary 
projects. 

There are a few considerations to bear in mind, however. Per- 
haps the main concern for many is the cost — using stone as a 
cladding material is undoubtedly an expensive business. 

“Although the materials are relatively cheap and only a little 
mortar is used, labour is the expensive part,” explains Martin 
Fildes. “You would be looking to pay upwards of ;f200/m^ for 
supply and fit.” You also need to bear in mind that many companies 
specialising in this type of work will be travelling to the project 

"Although the materials are 
relatively cheap, labour is the 
expensive part... upwards of 
£200/m2 for supply and fit" 



and may need to factor in accommodation to the final costs. 

While it is relatively easy to find a good bricklayer or dry stone 
waller, pinning down a tradesperson skilled in contemporary stone 
cladding is a little more complicated. 

“This is a job that is caught in the middle of two trades,” explains 
Martin Fildes. “Traditional stone wallers tend not to have the 
experience of working on a building site, while bricklayers are 
unused to the random nature of stone — there is a degree of 
training required.” 

Then you need to factor in the length of time that the stone 
takes to lay. “Good stone cladding is a work of art really,” says 
Martin. “In reality you could expect no more than two metres a 
day to be completed for a good job.” 

At Riverdale Stone, the stones are shaped using only a hammer 
— no chisels or saws. “You need the stone to have a fiat bottom 
and top to create the tight joints required to conceal the blockwork 
beneath — it takes time,” explains Martin. 

George Batterham agrees: “It is more expensive than other 
cladding materials and takes a long time,” he says. “For this reason 
we tend to use it just for the front of houses, combining it with 
another cladding material on the rear. 

“We use quite a lot of cedar cladding with stone,” he continues. 
“Stone has a certain mass and solidity to it and it is nice to play 
this off with something lighter, such as cedar.” 

In terms of visual design, the stone you choose will partially 
come down to personal preference, but using a local stone remains 
the best option. “It is best to use a stone that is local to the 
area. It adds a degree of regionalism and makes the house look 
appropriate to the area, even when the design is contemporary,” 
explains George Batterham. 

Look at other projects that have successfully used stone in a 
contemporary way and take your cue from them. “Stone cladding 
should come up from the ground,” explains George. “It shouldn’t 
be used high up in sections — it doesn’t look right.” 

“Remember, despite its relatively high cost, the stone cladding 
is the very first thing people are going to notice about the house. 
Make the most of it — it looks fantastic when lit up from below,” 
adds Martin. “It also requires no maintenance once built, and is 
one of only a handful of materials to visually improve with age.”® 
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RICHARD DOWNER C/O WILL LASDUN 



ecoHaus Internorm 
are the UK’s 
Market Leading 

high performance glazing 
specialists in Self Build, 
PassivHaus and Zero 
Carbon inspired projects. 




Sales, Survey, Installation 
Nationwide 

Showrooms 

London 

Surrey 

Gloucestershire 


NEWHF210 
HOMEPURE WINDOW 

UwO.74 

• Timber/Aluminium Composite 

• Cost Effective 

• 48mm Tripie Giazed 

• 30 Year Warranty 

• Any RAL Coiour Outside 


HS330 

LIFT & SLIDE DOOR 

UdO.67 

• Siider upto 3.2m H x 3.0m W 

• 54mm Tripie Giazed 

• Large Scaie Giazing 

• PassivHaus Compiiant 

• Giass to giass corners/joins 


tel; 0800 612 6519 web; www.ecohausinternorm.com email; sales@ecohausinternorm.com 







TODD 

DOORS 


Homebuiking 

&Renovatin g ^t^atisl 

EXCEL LONDON 3 ^ 

25-27 SEPTEMBER 2015 

SEE US AT STAND E 1 36 TODD-DOORS.CO.UK 


0800 987 8667 


Todd Doors is the UK’s leading independent supplier of quality 

timber doors and door furniture. 


BEAUTIFUL DOORS 

SINCE 1952 



SCRIGNO’ essentials 


Charles Todd' 


Frascio 








INTERIOR ARCHITECTURE 


Ideas for Every Room 


In this cut-out-and-keep gallery, Natasha Brinsmead offers the 
best spatial design ideas for all the elements of your new home 


THE BEDROOM 



A Shared View 

Why miss out on a fantastic view just because you have to take a shower? Not 
content to simply wake up to spectacular sea views, the owner of this home has built 
a glazed panel into the wall that separates the bedroom from the en suite shower 
room — meaning they never have to miss a single wave rolling ashore. 
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ALISTAIR NICHOLLS 


VELFAC* 


WINDOWS FOR LIFE 



Wyidows certified loi 
Seemed By Design 




GET A 

i QUOTE 


WWW VEL FAC . CO - uii 
or call UB at 

01536 614 009 


SLIM FRAME ' GOOD ENERGY 


WHY COMPROMISE? 


VELFAC low maintenance wood/aluminium windows unite sfim design and high energy 
performance and suit both new buifd and refurbishment. 


Meet us at 

The London 
( Homebuilding & ^ 
1 Renovating Show ‘ 


\ 25’*-27'^ September 


/ 


We offer uncom promised window solutions which already meet the energy and safe^ 
demands of the future in a timeless and elegant design that lets extra fight into the home. 
With VELFAC there is no need to compromise. 


■ Contemporaiy design 
and low mam t ©nance 
windows 


■ Low-energy gUiing 
as standard 


■ Hundreds of frame 
colouts to mm and 
match 


■ High peiformance 
weatherabiiity far 
exposed locations 


Cali VELFAC on tel. 01 536 61 4 009 or lind out more at www.VELFAC.co.uk 





DAVID STILL C/O KHOURY ARCHITECTS 


INTERIOR ARCHITECTURE IDEAS FOR EVERY ROOM 


THE HALLWAY 



Upcycled Staircase 

If your staircase is structurally sound, consider reusing it rather than replacing it. For a 
fraction of the price that a new staircase would have cost, the owners of this home took 
the dated existing metal and wood open-tread staircase and clad it with plywood, before 
plastering over it and combining it with an eye-catching wallpaper. 
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CLIM>|«)OOR 

SUPERIOR QUALITYOREALISTIC PRICE 


SUPREME SOLID OAK FROM CLIMADOOR. 



At the highest end of our quality range, 
the CLIMADOOR Supreme Solid Oak 
54mm folding door range gives you the 
ultimate look and feel to your Bi-Fold 
doors. Solid in construction and solid in 
feel these heavyweight secure doors, are 
offered in a range of sizes. Manufactured 
from premium solid laminated oak, 
these doors are designed for durability, 
security and long life performance. 



year guarantee 

on all doors 


sr 


All our prices 

include VAT 



- Revolutionise your home - Buy Supreme Solid Oak Bi-fold Doors from Climadoor - 
- Standard sizes available off the shelf - 1800/2100/2400/2700/3000/3600/4200/4800 - 


CLIMApOOR 

SUPERIOR QUALITY - REALISTIC PRICE 


FIND US ONLINE: SEARCH FOR 


Q, Climadoor 









INTERIOR ARCHITECTURE IDEAS FOR EVERY ROOM 


THE KITCHEN 



Understairs Kitchen 

Making the best use of the space you have available usually means taking a very tailored approach. 
In this case, in order to maximise the size of the kitchen, the space under the stairs has been utilised 
for a run of kitchen units, as well as the range cooker. Using glazed balustrades and open treads in 
combination with the large rooflights means natural light reaches all areas. ^ 
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DAVID MORRIS C/O FIREFLY WOOD 


ADVERTOBAL ^ 
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Cedral Keeps 
Up Appearanees 



Marley Eternit's fibre cement Cedral cladding transforms 
properties from the ordinary into the extraordinary 


A There are few better 
ways to increase the kerb 
appeal of your home than 
with Marley Eternit's fibre 
cement Cedral cladding. 
Available in 23 attractive 
colours and offering low maintenance means 
it looks great over the long term, with an 
installed life of at least 50 years. 

The aesthetics of your home are so important, 
and Cedral can be used to give existing 
homes an exciting new look or to provide a 
stunning appearance to new builds. Cedral 
is also widely used to create a perfect fusion 
between old and new buildings. Cedral fibre 


cement weatherboard cladding is a rot-free 
alternative to traditional timber that doesn't 
require regular maintenance and re-painting. 

Cedral Click - the UK's only fibre cement 
tongue and groove weatherboard cladding 
where the planks are fitted together flush, 
creating a striking modern facade. 

Cedral Lap - the fibre cement planks 
overlap when installed to create a traditional, 
clapper-board aesthetic. 

Call 01283 722588 or visit 
marleyeternit.co.uk . (!) 


Cedral Clicks into place in 
Conservation Area 

Fibre cement Cedral Click was chosen 
by a self builder in Northamptonshire to 
achieve an architectural fusion between 
their property's impressive angular 
design and the neighbouring Grade II 
listed church spire (above). The slate 
grey Cedral Click works together with 
the honey coloured stone to make the 
most of sunlight, shadow and sightlines 
in this beautiful Conservation Area. 

Q MarleyEtemit 



Create large open spaces with market 
leading door ^ window solutions from 
Olsen UK, 


Visit our website for our full range of 
products and inspiration from our 
completed projects 




SIMON MAXWELL 


INTERIOR ARCHITECTURE IDEAS FOR EVERY ROOM 


THE SNUG 



Cosy Reading Room 

All too often space is at such a prenniunn that we forget our honnes are nneant to be 
relaxing retreats, as well as places to perfornn everyday practical tasks. If possible, dedicate 
one room (even a spot on the landing will do) to something based on taking time out. 
Here, a reading room, filled to the brim with books, opens out to a balcony. 
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Our top duality windows and stunning bi-foSd or sliding doors bfend in with your tionne 
and lifestyle giving you a dear view of your outside space. 

We are based m Suffolk and celebrating ten years of dedication to our industry. Please visit 
www.livingwoodwindows.co.uk or call Toby Golding /Antony Jackson on 012S4 76404S 
or email saies@ljvingwoodwindow5.co,uk 
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BESPOKE HAND FINISHED OAK 
FRAMED HOUSES & EXTENSIONS 
GARAGES • SUN ROOMS 
PORCHES • ROOF TRUSSES 
^OOL BUILDINGS • CLADDING 
BEAM ggyE RS 




oakmasters.co.uk 
01444 455 455 


; PURE QUALITY, 
BEAUTIFULLY FINISHED 





NIGEL RIGDEN 


INTERIOR ARCHITECTURE IDEAS FOR EVERY ROOM 


THE BATHROOM 



Discreet Window 

It's a corrimon conundrurri — how to get plenty of light into the bathroom without 
compromising your modesty. Here, a section of glazing in the roof, combined with two tall 
yet narrow windows either side of the freestanding bath, have solved the problem. ® 
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HOMES CONTEMPORARY SELF-BUILD 



Green Building 

Architect Tom Russell and his wife Hannah have built a timber-clad 
modern family home in Bristol brimming with energy-efficient technology 

Words: Nicola Owen 
Photography: Simon Maxwell 


THE QUICK READ 

^ Tom and Hannah Russell have self-built a contemporary-style 
eco home on their Bristol plot overlooking the city; retaining the 
existing cottage on site to be used as a future rental 

^ To create an energy-efficient home, architect Tom installed an 
array of technology including solar panels, a mechanical ventila- 
tion heat recovery system, insulation and triple glazing 

^ Marrying old with new, a brick courtyard within the historic 
walled garden has been built to act as a modest entrance 


W hen architect Tom Russell, of practice 
Emmett Russell Architects, and his wife 
Hannah came across a rundown cottage 
on a hillside plot in Bristol back in August 
2011, they instantly saw the potential to 
create a family home, but knew it would 
take some work — weighing up the benefits of the site against 
the challenges the location presented. “The plot with the almost 
derelict caretaker s cottage was at the end of a narrow residential 
Georgian street making any build tough logistically — plus there 
were neighbours to think about,” he says. That said, Tom grasped 
the opportunity and joined in the bidding to buy the plot. 
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PROJECT NOTES 


Project: 

Contemporary 

self-build 


Location: Bristol 


Size: 


Build cost: 

£260,000 

(£l,925/m2) 


Value: Unknown 
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Rear Elevation O 

The painted timber-clad south-facingTear fagade 
features a large veranda with louvres above 
acting as'a.shaded extension to the house and ^ 
preventing overheating in the summer months. ' 
Triple-glazed windows from Velfac help efficiency 
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HOMES CONTEMPORARY SELF-BUILD 



“The property went to sealed bids. The key to winning it was 
to submit an unconditional bid as it was much more attractive to 
the vendor,” explains Tom. “After spending a year or so develop- 
ing designs, and negotiating with neighbours, securing planning 
permission for the house was relatively straightforward. The key 
was trying to make sure all the neighbours were on board. Being on 
a hillside and in a Conservation Area we made an effort to ensure 
the property wasn’t too high and didn’t block anyone else’s views. 
It was also important to keep the neighbours on side as, with the 
difficult access to the site, without their co-operation we could have 
had a situation where we had planning permission but no access 
to the site, or access which was restricted and difficult. Thankfully, 
they were very supportive — the sellers had previously attempted 
to get planning for four homes and perhaps us building just one 
family home seemed like the more favourable option.” 

The Design and Build Process 

For Tom, the first - and perhaps most important - decision to be 
made was whether to demolish the cottage and build new, or to 
renovate what was already there. “Our decision-making process 


Right: Modest Entrance 

Wishing to create a relationship between the old cottage 
and the new build, Tom designed an entrance courtyard 
to the property built in brick to sympathise with the 
existing dwelling, while the timber visible on the first 
floor of this elevation gives a hint to what lies beyond 
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about the plot and the cottage was driven by cost,” explains Tom. 
“Building a new house does not attract VAT whereas extending 
the cottage would — the VAT could add an extra ;^50,000 to the 
build costs. After living in the building for 18 months we took the 
decision to build a new home while keeping the cottage to live in 
during the build and renovate it at a later date, on the basis that it 
could be rented out in the future.” 

Retaining the cottage also presented Tom with an interesting 
design matter. “I wanted to resolve the relationship between the 
old cottage and the new house. To this end I decided that the 
entrance to the house would be partially built using brick from an 
extension that we took off the cottage and to retain the Georgian 
walled garden.”The solution works, and a new entrance courtyard 
serves to enhance the new build. As the modest front door opens, 
the cinematic vista of the city is revealed via the huge glass panels 
that create the rear of the house. 

It was this same view that drove Toms design. “The footprint of 
the home was driven by our desire to live in the light and to be able 
to see the terrific views of the city that the plot afforded,” says Tom. 
“The house is a simple diagram divided along the principles set down 
by American architect Louis Kahn, where the spaces are defined 
by those who are served and those who are serving — meaning all 
of the ‘served’ rooms are on the south-facing side and those for the 
servant, i.e. supporting spaces, are on the north side of the house. 

“When we designed the house we also wanted to ensure every- 
thing was kept simple,”Tom continues. “Having learnt from a previ- 
ous project, I knew that groundworks can eat into your contingency 
fund and so we made sure this project would be simple in order to 


keep the costs down. The floor was therefore built using beam and 
block and the house is of timber frame construction, which was 
also key to being able to achieve the insulation levels we were after. 
The only thing that we struggled with during the build, however, 
was that due to the restricted access, no large lorries could access 
the site. Therefore instead of having a prefabricated timber frame 
delivered to site and erected in a couple of days, the timber frame 
had to be stick-built on site and took six weeks.” 

A Green Home 

One of the important aims for Tom when creating this home 
was to make it as eco friendly as possible. “The ambition here was 
two-fold: I wanted to create a home that did not have any heating 
requirements - along the principles of the Passivhaus concept - 
and to be as environmentally responsible as possible in the build 
itself,” he explains. 


Above and Opposite: Open Plan Living 

Carefully positioned on the south-facing side of the home, 
the open plan kitchen/dining/living space acts as the hub of 
family life. Upgraded finishes such as the polished concrete 
floor add wow-factor while remaining warm underfoot thanks 
to Tom installing underfloor heating. A Rais woodburner in the 
snug provides additional heat. Recessed bookcases provide 
ample storage in the living area, giving a streamlined effect, 
while light flows through the space thanks to a rooflight 
above the Howdens kitchen and sliding doors from Velfac 
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ROBBENSSYgTE^* 

is«partcf FRANKISCHE 

Trust ROBBENS SYSTEMS® to design 
your next underfloor heating project 

• Fully assembled manifolds 

• CAD pipe layouts 

• 1 00 year pipe warranty 

• Over 23 years experience 

• Free on-site consultation 

• Price guarantee 



FREE QUOTE 

Email your plans to: 
quotes@robbens.co.uk 


underfloorheating.co.uk 
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THE COMPANY 


THAT DOES IT ALL! 


THE STONE AND CERAMfC WAREHOUSE 
S1-5S STIRLING ROAD. LONDON, W3 8DJ 
<WVKW.SACW.C0.UK 020 8993 5545 


L 


Thermo-F oor 


heating & cooling since 1986 


Self-Builders or Developers... 

We design, supply and install Underfloor Heating Systems 
as well as Air or Ground Source Heat Pump Systems. 

We have a team of innovative designers and trained engineers with the 
finest skills and techniques to produce and install high quality systems, 
ensuring low energy consumption with maximum comfort. 






Right: Family Bathroom 

In keeping with the internal monochrome palette, grey tiles 
and panels provide a crisp contrast to the white sanitaryware 
in the family bathroom. A rooflight above allows light to 
enter this space while offering a high degree of privacy 



As a result, the eco features that have been designed into the 
house are multiple. “The roof and walls have Warmcel insulation 
within the main structure wrapped with wood-fibre insulation 
externally,” explains Tom. “I paid special attention to ensure air- 
tightness, carefully considered the triple-glazed Velfac windows 
and installed a mechanical ventilation heat recovery system to 
counteract condensation and promote air flow too.” 

Solar panels have also been added to provide the home with hot 
water and a large highly insulated hot water tank has been installed 
to store the water, with a system boiler rather than a combi-boiler 
acting as a back-up when needed. 

Given the British weather, Tom wanted to ensure he was covered 
from all angles and so he installed a boiler plus a woodburning stove 
and underfloor heating to the ground floor for when the winter 
kicked in. A timber veranda was then added to provide shade to 
the ground floor rooms in summer. 

Managing Costs 

Just as he advises his clients to do when working on his day job as 
an architect, Tom instructed a main contractor for his own project 
with a price for the whole job, but making changes down the line 
caused for some of the costs to increase as a result. “I added the 
solar panels, upgraded the ground floor from timber to polished 
concrete and stained the external timbers. Those tasks are cheaper 
done upfront,” admits Tom. 

The home is now complete and functioning to the couple s 
expectations. “The commitment to sustainable building and a 
fuel-efficient home was worth it in every way,” he says. “Our gas 
bill is 85 per cent less than similar-sized conventional homes and 
it is always comfortable and draught free. More importantly, the 
house is a real pleasure to live in and we never tire of the fantastic 
views across the city.” (!) 
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Home ventilation systems. 

Fresh filtered air with heat recovery 

• German manufactured system 

• Individual room supply and extract 

• Antibacterial flexible ducting 

• State of the art fans 



EXCEL, LONDON I STAND 
25-27 SEPT 2015 I PlOO 



FREE QUOTE 

Email your plans to: 
quotes@robbens.co.uk 
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HOMES C ONTEMPORARY S ELF-BUILD 

The Project 



Tom Russell 

Homeowner 
and architect 


HOMEOWNER'S VIEW 

The house has been designed so that all 
of the main rooms face onto the garden 
and the south-easterly views across the 
city. This allows the main living spaces 
to connect in a really open way with the 
garden. The open plan kitchen/dining/ 
living space provides a focus for family 
life and the snug provides a cosy space 
to retire to in winter. 

With projects like this you need to be 
realistic about costs from the outset. 
Don't believe what you are told in some 
of the magazines or on TV. There should 
be very few unexpected costs with a 
new build if you plan properly from the 
outset. VAT rules also give new builds a 
big advantage over renovation projects. 

The whole process has been fantas- 
tic. The house is designed around the 
views and they never disappoint. The 
home has felt warm and draught free 
and the gas consumption has been 
about one-eighth of the consumption 
of the average three bedroom house, 
so we can't complain. 


SUPPLIERS 

Architects Emmett Russell Architects 

0117 907 0492; emmettrussell.co.uk 

Main contractor Greenheart Sustainable Construction 


0117 942 9717 

Structural engineer Structural Solutions 01582 768960 

Windows and sliding doors Velfac velfac.co.uk 

Insulation Warmcel warmcel.co.uk 

Kitchen carcassing Howdens howdens.com 

Q-Tee woodburning stove Rais uk.rais.com 

Solar thermal panels Kingspan kingspansolar.com 

Kitchen tap Franke franke.com 

MVHR system Newair 023 8060 5960 


BUILD TIME 

Aug 11 Plot purchased 

Jun 12 Planning application submitted 

Aug 12 Planning permission approved 

Mar 13 Work started on site 

Apr 13 Foundations completed 

Jun 13 Built to weathertight stage 

Aug 13 First fix stage 

Oct 13 Second fix stage 

Nov 13 Final decoration 

Dec 13 Moved in 


Ground Floor 



First Floor 


En 

Suite 

L. 

J 

Bedroom [ 




i 

- 

1 

L r 


y! Bedroom 

: 




1 — j 

.y r 

Bathroom 

Bedroom 


Homebuilding.co.uk 


79 


3 BED BUNGALOW FOR SALE 
WITH PLANNING PERMISSION 

COWDEN, KENT - £820,000 


A 



Fantastic opportunity to purchase a 3 bed bungaiow 
set in an acre garden with pianning permission to 
demolish the existing property and replace with a 
large detached house comprising over 3500 sq ft. 

No onward chain and builder available if required. 


Contact Zoe St Pierre 07866 724020 



Handcrafted oak frames 



with advanced SIP systems 


: o 8773 17 H ** * WWW; wcsHvt nd ou k. rom 


Woitw^ric) Odk Bhilldings have spent over Ewenty years spedalising in 
the design and conilructlnri of beaullful gteen tiak franie buildings. 

We offer ihe design and eretlion oC high quality oak ft^es incorporating SIF^ envelopes. 
fJwlgrttd Jind deflvcnjd as one conipretierwlve package. 
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’■ t>e5igning With passive prindpais 
' Dry shell soiullons 
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Roof Assured 


Premium Flat Roofing Solutions for your Home 





Roof Assured by Samaf il offers unrivalled flat 
roofing solutions lor your homo. Our ox|im1erice 
ranges from large extensicMis, to orangeries 
and garages, roof extensions, balconies and 
mudi more. 


■ Aestlieticaily pleasing 

i Backed by a 15 year guarantee 

■ Cost effective solutions 

m Virtually maintenance free 

■ Trained Registered Installers 

■ Gan be Installed in all weathers 

■ Nationwide network 

■ 40 years life e)«pectancv* 


10800 614 821 

www.roofassurcd.co.uk [ twitter: @roofassured 


'Independenlty assessed by Hk Bntjsh 
Board. 
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ROOM DESIGN 


How to Get 
Landings Right 

Don't view your landing as wasted space — with a bit of creative 
thinking it should be anything but, says Natasha Brinsmead 



2: CREATE WOW WITH A GALLERY 


1: RRING IN 
NATURAL LIGHT 

Landings, and in particular those in old- 
er homes, are often almost completely 
lacking in natural light sources. While this 
is not a problem for many, it can be an 
issue if you want your landing to become 
a space that you can enjoy in a capac- 
ity other than acting as a break between 
floor levels. The problem with this area 
of the home is often that it lacks exterior 
walls where you could insert traditional 
windows, as all rooms usually lead off it. 

There are several ways in which to 
overcome this issue. Using rooflights, for 
instance, in the landing area can bring 
a lovely, pure light flooding in. If you 
haven't got space for a rooflight, a light- 
pipe is a good alternative. 

If you find neither of these are viable 
options, borrowing light from elsewhere 
is a good idea. Keep the stairwell open 
and consider a glass or a visually un- 
obtrusive balustrade, and use glazing in 
your front door or introduce sidelights 
either side or a fanlight above. 



A galleried landing makes for a dramatic 
focal point in any home. Although this 
is predominantly thought of as a more 
traditional or classically inspired feature, 
there are plenty of ways that the idea can 
be - and often is - adapted for contem- 
porary homes, with 'floating' staircases 


emerging from sweeping glazed balus- 
trades, or industrial-style designs made 
of concrete and steel. 

The double-height spaces that are cre- 
ated through the use of galleried landings 
are particularly striking and give the home 
an open and airy feel. 
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3: DON’T FORGET 
ARTIFICIAL UGHTING 


While homeowners spend a long time coming up with lighting 
design schemes for the main sociable spaces of the home, the 
landing can often be neglected, yet lighting is just as important 
here as it is elsewhere around the house. 

Even the smallest of landings needs adequate light. Recessed 
downlights are a good way to provide background light, while 
a large pendant hung over the staircase can make a big state- 
ment, bringing the space to life. Wall lights and floor washers 
add a warm, cosy feel and are useful when set on dimmers for 
providing a soft glow — perfect if you have children who like a 
little illumination outside their bedrooms. 


4: THINR BEYOND 
CIRCULATION SPACE 


Think beyond using the landing as Just 
somewhere to access other rooms and 
levels. Give the landing purpose and 
consider locating a 'room' or dedicated 
activity here — the landing tends to be 
located away from the hustle and bustle 
of the main living spaces and can afford 
great views out over the garden too. In 
the same way, building in a window seat 
into this space and designating this area 
as simply somewhere to sit and contem- 
plate is a great idea. Bookcases can be 
built into balustrades to save on space, or 
above and around doorways. 


Above: Lighting 
features such as 
stairs, shelving and 
handrails can add 
wow-factor to 
landings; 

Right and Below: 
Ensure your landing 
is more than 
wasted space by 
using it for storage 
or seating 




5: HALE LANDINGS 
COUNT, TOO 

Don't discount smaller half and even quarter landings. Even if 
they are too small to make into a 'room' in their own right, a half 
landing can make the perfect spot for a built-in bookcase, a fea- 
ture window seat, storage for toys and other household items, 
or even a shower room if space allows. 

Custom-made storage solutions tend to work best in these 
areas as they can be awkwardly shaped. The half landing is also 
a great spot for a small home office, located away from the rest 
of the house — turning wasted space into something useful. 


JEREMY PHILLIPS 



ROOM DESIGN LANDINGS 


Designers on Landings 



Richard McLane 
is the Design 
Director at 
Bisca 

(bisca.co.uk) 


"A Gallery is a Must" 

A landing has both form and function. 
Functionally, turning the direction of a 
staircase can be done by winders or by 
landings. A single quarter landing turns 
a staircase 90°, while the use of two in- 
dividual quarter landings or a half land- 
ing turns the staircase through 180°. Half 
landings don't have to be oblong and can 
be designed to hug curves in walls and 
circular stairwells — sometimes referred 
to as half-moon landings. Intermedi- 
ate landings, however, are typically used 
in the transition from single to multiple 


flights, or vice versa. 

If space permits, then a galleried landing is a must. As the 
name suggests, a galleried landing is an excellent place to dis- 
play objects and artefacts collected over the family's lifetime. 
Galleried landings are also a perfect place for intimate seating 
arrangements providing an area to pause and reflect, away from 
the humdrum of family life. Landings are best executed when 
integrated into the staircase. Good design always comes down 
to proportion and elegance, and landings are no exception. 


"Bring in Daylight" 

Think about daylight. In semi-detached 
houses there is usually a side window, 
but in most terraced houses the only way 
to bring daylight in is through the roof. 

A good solution is to take out the whole 
ceiling above your landing, opening up 
the space to the underside of your roof. 

You can then line it out with insulation, 
plasterboard and skim, and put in a cou- 
ple of rooflights. This will not only flood 
light down into the heart of your first 
floor, but also add an uplifting sense of 
vertical spaciousness. 

Rather than live with that 'box room' that so many houses 
have, which is really too small to be useful, consider opening 
it up to the landing to create an open study area. The window, 
desk and seat give the landing a more human sense and scale 
as well as more generous daylight, while the study feels much 
more open and connected to the house as a whole. 

The unusual property of a landing is that by definition it is ad- 
jacent to a double-height space, namely the stairwell. Try to see 
this as an opportunity for interesting design. 



HugoTugman 
is Founder of 
Architect Your 
Home and Interior 
Your Home 


Unlock the Design Potential 


The stair landing provides a terrific op- 
portunity to create delight and interest 
in any home. While its function is mostly 
practical, it's also a key component of the 
social side of a dwelling. In a private fam- 
ily home it's where you wait cross-legged 
for the teenager to get out of the bath- 
room, but in a Disney movie it's where the 
belle of the ball first appears on the grand 
stair into the ballroom. 

In my own house, the position of the 
stair's half landing (right) created the de- 
fining feature of the elevation — a large 
oriel window that cantilevers over the front door. Externally this 
creates a porch over the entrance while from the inside it sup- 
ports a double-height window which gets natural light deep into 
the building plan — offering great views from the upper landing 
down the full length of the street. 

There is a problem with this of course which is that the view 
out is matched by the view in — not great for anyone as the fam- 
ily stumble half-naked and half-awake between the bedrooms 


and the bathroom each morn- 
ing in full view of the street. 

We tackled the issue by apply- 
ing an electronically switch- 
able smart film to the window 
on the half landing which can 
be flipped between transpar- 
ent and opaque at the touch 
of a button. The film is split 
horizontally which means that 
we can have the bottom of the 
window opaque, maintaining 
privacy, while the upper part 
is transparent, providing views 
to the sky. In many ways this is 
a very traditional device, much 
like a restaurant stall-riser or 
Edwardian vanity screen, though with a very 21st-century digital 
twist which has made our half landing one of the children's most 
favourite places as they play 'now you see me — now you don't' 
with the world outside. (!) 



Matt White is the 
Founder of MATT 
Architecture 
(mattarchitec- 

ture.com) 
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REMODELLING 


Before & After 


A 1990s bungalow receives a complete overhaul. Architect Tom Williams explains 



TOM WILLIAMS 
Tom (second in from right) is 
Director at architectural practice 
ID Architecture (team shown), 
specialising in both residential 
and commercial projects 


T he homeowners originally had another architect 
on board, and although the design had achieved 
planning permission, the proposal wasn't well 
received by the planners, which meant that the 
clients had to make a lot of sacrifices. By the 
time it came to starting on site, they weren't sat- 
isfied and decided to not go ahead. After a Google search, they 
came across us and we met them on site and offered a differ- 
ent angle on what to do with the existing red-brick bungalow 
that was more appropriate to their needs — they loved it. 

The brief was to design a two storey, five bedroom family 
home that provided light, spacious open plan living including 
an accessible bedroom and bathroom at ground floor level. 
The original bungalow belonged to the client's father so there 
was a sentimental value attached to it. However, because of 
the specific requirements the homeowners had, this meant we 
would have to remove internal walls and demolish certain as- 
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REMODELLING BEFORE b AFTER 



pects of the structure. Through discussions with the structural 
engineer, it became clear that the property would need exten- 
sive reconstruction so we prepared an alternative proposal for 
a modern, new build, two storey family home over the existing 
floor structure. This was considered appropriate to limit the envi- 
ronmental impact and construction cost resulting from demoli- 
tion, removal of waste and reconstruction by utilising the exist- 
ing substructure and beam-and-block floor. The planners loved 
the proposal and the planning application sailed through. 

The demolition of the existing bungalow and erection of the 
two storey dwelling has enabled the floor space to be increased 
both at ground and first floor level to create a generous family 
dwelling. For the first floor construction, metal web 'eco-joists' 
were specified with lightweight timber stud walls to limit the load 
on the existing foundations. 

White impregnated render, western red cedar timber cladding 
and blue-faced brick now provides a striking exterior under a 
new Spanish slate roof, with aluminium doors and windows. The 
Sun Paradise BaliGO 2-Track sliding door system was chosen for 
the large corner opening in the open plan living space, due to 
its high-quality removable corner post and locking mechanism. 
Velfac aluminium framed windows were then installed through- 
out the north, east and west elevations of the property because 
of their reasonable cost, high thermal performance and unclut- 
tered modern aesthetic. While the project appears contempo- 
rary, we in fact took inspiration for the cladding materials from 
the neighbouring properties — many of which feature white ren- 
der and slate roofs, and a new build nearby has used timber clad- 
ding, so that's where that idea came from. 

Emphasis was placed on creating a good connection with the 
south-facing garden at the front of the property, with accessible 
thresholds to the front door and patio. The existing ground floor 
was at an unusually elevated level so an arrangement was de- 
signed to allow a long sloping approach (less than 1:20 gradient) 
from the parking area to the front door, offering accessibility as 
well as providing a more grounded-looking home. The home- 
owners are over the moon with the result. (!) 



Above: A Striking Home Sensitive to its Surroundings 

The cladding materials on this project may look 
contemporary, but were carefully selected based on the 
existing properties in the local area. Spanish slate used 
for the roof covering and large feature chimney stack 
takes its cue from the slate roofs on surrounding houses, 
which also feature white render. The western red cedar 
cladding was inspired by a local timber-clad new build 
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THE DESIGNER'S VIEW EXTENSION AND REMODEL 


The Modem Chalet 


A rundown house in Hampshire has been transformed into a modern family 
home by architect Lesley Hally, thanks to an extension and remodel 




LESLEY HALLY 
Lesley Hally is Principal 
Architect at the practice 
LA Hally Architect (lahally.com) 


HB&R: What condition was the existing property in, 
and what was the homeowners' brief to the practice? 

Lesley Hally: The existing house was a typical 1930s single storey 
red-brick bungalow with PVCu windows, an inset porch with 
arched entrance, bay windows and a garage. It was traditional in 
style, low in profile and was very dark inside due to a deep footprint 
with windows only to the front and rear. There was no light in the 
centre of the house, and it didn’t help that the circulation space was 
very poor, with almost a rabbit warren of rooms inside. 

The homeowners phoned us for a chat and we had initial meetings 
where they gave us the design brief The clients weren’t keen on the 
fa 9 ade and wanted a more modern look. The front of the house is 
north facing and protected by trees, which meant that the rooms 
in this area of the home were particularly dark. The clients’ brief 
included bringing in plenty of natural light, opening the house up 
to the garden for that inside/outside feel, plenty of storage, a play 
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Using a cafnbination of modern buildings materials, including 
white render, cedar cladding and grey engineering bricks for 
the chimney stack, the home's former red-brick, single storey 
appearance is a far cry from its new contemporary form 
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House Ventilation 

with Heat Recovery... 



Virtuolty silent operation 
Low energy DC electric motors 
Range of control options 
Acoustically insulated ducting 
Filter reduces effects of respiratory allergies 
Reduces heating bills 

Can promote conditions for improved health 
Easy to install for DIYer or professional alike 
Conforms to Building regulations 
Full installation service available 



...for a fresher, healthier, home 


Rego's unique WhisperFloW® technology ensures that even 
when operating at rull 'Boost' mode (usually during the 
morning t>athroom rush hour!) the system remains whisper 
quiet - unobtrush/ety and effectively venting stale, damp air 
replacing It with dir that's been gently warmed and Altered, 


RegaVent systems are designed and txjilt here in the UK, to our 
own stringent quolily ossured stondords, you con be sure that 
your RegaVent system will give you the optimum balonce of a 
technical spectflcotlon that's exactly right for the UK climate, 
coupled with iow energy consumption - for lower heating biltel 


Low energy DC fans> Insulated ducting and □ high effldency 
heat exehar^ger afso ensure that power usage and energy 
bsses are kept to an absolute minimum. 




Call us on 01767 600499 or visit 
www.regavent.co.uk 


Reg a Ventilation Limited 

21/22 Eldon Way, Biggleswade, Bods SG18 8NH 
fax: 01767 600487 emorl: sQl©s@r©ga-yk,com 


THE DESIGNER'S VIEW EXTENSION AND REMODEL 



Below: Open Plan Living 

Tackling the rabbit warren of rooms, the 
practice have opened up the property 
to provide the client with an open plan 
kitchen/dining/living area, adding a small 
extension to house the dining area. Glazed 
bi-fold doors here open the rear to the 
garden with its terrace for entertaining 


space for the children, and they wanted to add another floor to 
include a home cinema, master suite, extra bedroom and bathroom. 

Were there any factors to bear in mind during the design process? 

The streetscape featured a lot of bungalows so we had to be careful 
about adding another floor here. We developed a design that kept 
the fa 9 ade similar to the existing but with a more modern look. Part 
of this approach was to keep the roof angles similar — even though 
we increased the ridge height by 1.5m to include the new first floor, 
we kept the same angles as the original roof so that there was no 
overbearing and it didn’t impede on light reaching neighbouring 
properties. This resulted in a double-pitched roof to the rear. 

By adding the new storey as well as a small dining room exten- 
sion to the rear, the house has increased in size to give the clients 
the extra volume they were after, with 96m^ upstairs and a further 
21m^ added to the ground floor. 

Were there any issues with the planners? 

We have a very good rapport with the local planners as they appreci- 
ate that we consider the streetscape in our projects. Originally they 
thought the design had too much massing so we met with them 
and showed them the 3D model we had created so they could see 
how the design would work. They asked us to break up the front 
elevation and so we introduced a cantilevered porch. We also dem- 
onstrated how the house is screened from the road by trees, so we 
could get away with a more modern fa 9 ade. Some of these trees 
are protected by a Tree Preservation Order (TPO) but as we were 
6m away from the root protection area, we didn’t need to worry. 






THE DESIGNER'S VIEW EXTENSION AND REMODEL 



How has the project enhanced the property and tackled 
the problems of space and light in the process? 

Now when you walk into the house you get a view right down 
through to the garden and out on to the outdoor terrace. The cir- 
culation space has been rationalised and you walk from the hallway 
into a modern open plan kitchen/dining/living area. When we 
were handling the roof operations, we decided to raise the ceiling 
height in the dining space, which gives a sense of drama to this 
area. On the ground floor there is now a gym, study and a guest 
wing. The family quarters are upstairs. 

Bringing light into the house was important and we have used 
Velux windows in the roof space in order to welcome in light from 
above. The new roof also allowed us to introduce bespoke glazing, 
which reaches up to ridge height, and certain rooms on the first 
floor now benefit from full-height glazing. On the ground floor 
bi-fold doors allow plenty of daylight into the interiors. Horizontal 
windows introduce extra light, too. We were very conscious of 
window placement to maximise light, and solar control glazing was 
installed on the rear south-facing elevation to minimise overheating. 

The house has gone from a traditional red-brick bungalow to 
a rendered building with cedar cladding, together with a timber 
porch that projects out, and the glazing has been replaced with 
double-glazed grey PVCu windows. New flat tiles add a sleek, 
modern look to the roof and we also designed a chimney stack 
in a grey engineering brick, which breaks up the rear fa9ade, with 
glazed doors either side, enabling you to almost walk round the 
fireplace. Inside, an inset cassette fireplace provides a statement 
feature to the open plan interiors. 

We were conscious of the height of the surrounding buildings and 
knew the house had to be sensitive to the character of the area, so 
size, scale and roofline were all taken into account. Fortunately there 
were other properties in the area with render so the house fits in. 


Above: Rationalised Circulation Space 

Solving the problem of poor circulation space, as 
well as lack of natural light through the centre of 
the footprint, the hallway now leads directly into 
the open plan kitchen, with views straight through 
the home out to the garden from the front door 


There is plenty of technology built into the house. 

Was technology always a key part of the project? 

One of the clients works as a designer and is very much into 
designing programs and so the house is filled with automated 
technology, which helps to make family life easier. We were tasked 
with putting in the wiring and then he designed the rest. With 
the letterbox, for example, he will get a notification on his phone 
when the postman puts something in it, or when it is emptied. If 
no one is at home he can also link to the letterbox and speak with 
the postman to leave parcels in the garage, and open and close the 
garage door remotely — it s very clever. The family also get noti- 
fied when the alarm goes off, can play music all around the house, 
monitor security from phones and the system will even detect the 
weather outside to let them know which coat to put on that day! 

How does the home meet the clients' requirements? 

Design-wise, size-wise and lighting-wise the project answers the 
brief. The house allows the homeowners’ technology to be incorpo- 
rated and it ticks all their boxes. The end result is almost a modern 
take on a chalet bungalow, and it’s great to see the family living in the 
house the way you hoped they would. We really tailored the build- 
ing to the clients’ needs and the whole family enjoy living there. (!) 
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We Recycle Heat 
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Our heat recovery veniilat^on units recycle up to 91 % of the 
heat within a home, whk:h is then used to warm the 
incoming fresh air. We recover even more heat with our heat 
pump ventilation systems- PassTvHauscertified. 




No Win No Fee - Professional Property Negligence and Construction 
Claims against; Surveyors, Architects, Project Managers, Civil Engineers, 
Planning experts. Design Consultants and Construction companies. 

From modest residential self-builds to massive multi occupancy city 
centre developments call today for a free, no obligation, untimed 
consultation with a Property Solicitor. 

Additionally we can offer most property services (conveyancing, 
planning etc) through our panel at competitive rates contact today. 


www.lister-lyons.com 

lnfo@listerlyons.com Tel: 0843 886 5086 
Kemp House, 152 - 160 City Road, London EClV 2NX 



From balustrades, columns and porticos to 
pier caps, window surrounds and custom designs 
- our high specification cast stone designs 
provide affordable elegance to any project. 

Browse our unrivalled collection online 
or call to request a catalogue. 


haddonstone.com 
HADDONSTONE 01604 770711 






BUYING MATERIALS 


Ovens: 

The Five -Minute Expert 

If you have decided to opt for an oven as opposed to a range cooker, what are your 
options and what should be your main considerations? Natasha Brinsmead explains 



Why Choose a Single Oven? 

Although some single ovens are roomy 
enough to easily accommodate meals 
for most families, bear in mind that you 
still have just one oven to cook, bake, 
roast and grill in. Whilst this will not be a 
problem for some, it's worth remember- 
ing that you will not be able to cook dif- 
ferent foods simultaneously at different 
temperatures — or to use the grill at the 
same time as the oven. 

On the plus side, they are easily in- 
stalled below worktops and take up much 
less space than a double oven in com- 
pact kitchens. They are also some £200+ 
cheaper than double ovens, depending 
on the model you opt for. 

A popular option at present is to place 
runs of two or more single ovens togeth- 
er at eye level within a bank of floor-to- 
ceiling kitchen units. 



1 . Miele's Genera- 
tion 6000 DG6200 
PureLine Steam 
Oven is a 38 litre 
steam oven that 
features automatic 
programmes with 
preset options for 
different types of 
food. It costs 
£1,190 

2 . The GorenJe+ 
GCS773B Combi 
Steam Oven was 
modelled on a 
traditional wood- 
fired bread oven 
and is priced at 
£899 excl VAT 


Oven or Range? 

This really does come down to person- 
al preference — there isn't a significant 
price difference. It might be easier to fit a 
range cooker into an existing kitchen but 
in most cases new ovens will be part of 
replacement kitchens. 

A range cooker undoubtedly gives a 
professional feel to the kitchen, and the 
more traditional models out there suit 
kitchens of a similar style. They combine 
ovens and hobs in one unit. 

Built-in ovens are a great option for 
those after a sleek and streamlined look, 
and allow you to have your oven at eye 
level, which is a big draw for many peo- 
ple. They also make it possible for the hob 
to be situated elsewhere in the kitchen — 
handy if you have an island unit you want 
to house your hob in. 
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The Benefits of Double Ovens 

Opting for a double oven opens up more cooking options than 
having just one single oven. There are two types: built-in and 
built-under. The difference between the two tends to be their 
height. Built-in ovens are designed to be slotted into units at 
eye level and are around 90cm tall, whilst built-under models 
are only around 72cm high. 

Because built-under models are limited on height, two ovens 
have to effectively be squeezed in to a size little higher than 
most single ovens, meaning that the main oven may be a little 
smaller than built-in models. There will usually be a grill in the 
top oven and sometimes one in the main oven too. 

3 . Caple's Sense C4360 electric built-under 
double oven costs from £844 

4 . Whirlpool's new 6th Sense Multi-function 
Induction Single Oven AKZM 8790/IX offers both 
super fast induction functions alongside conven- 
tional modes of cooking. It costs £1,000 

5 . Smeg's SF4140MC 60cm Linea Compact 
Combination Microwave Oven (left) costs from £999 




4 

What Are Steam Ovens? 

Steam models are all the rage. Although models differ, they re- 
quire water from somewhere in order to generate the steam. 
Most models do not require plumbing, instead containing a res- 
ervoir that holds the water used in the cooking process. The 
oven heats up the water and turns it into steam. The steam rises, 
passes over the food and cooks it. There is a valve in the oven 
which gradually lets air out to release pressure. Steam ovens 
can achieve incredibly high temperatures and cook food very 
quickly. Other, usually more expensive, models require a con- 
nection to the mains water and feature multiple steam Jets to 
pump the hot steam out. 

"Steam cooking has become increasingly important — and 
combination steam ovens are now the biggest growth area in 
terms of cooking," says Neil Pooley from Miele. "Steam combi- 
nation cooking can be used when preparing a variety of dishes; 
from fish, rice and vegetables to roasts, desserts and sauces. 
It's the optimum cooking method for retaining your food's vi- 
tamins, minerals and nutrients as well as preserving taste and 
texture." On the downside, a steam oven will not give meats that 
golden brown look — you'll need to grill post-steam. (!) 




USEFUL FEATURES... OR GIMMICKS? 

SELF-CLEANING OVENS 
Also known as pyrolytic ovens, these 
heat the oven to super hot temperatures 
in order to burn off any dirt and grime 
— and turn it into ash that can be wiped 
away easily. 

INTEGRAL MICROWAVES 
Some ovens come with integral micro- 
waves which can defrost etc. — it cuts 
down on the need for appliances. 


FOOD PROBES 

Designed to replace the need for a 
thermometer, these measure the core 
temperature of food and let you know 
when it is ready — designing out the 
risk of food poisoning. 

INTELLIGENT OVENS 
These ovens can work out cooking 
times based on the type of food you are 
cooking, its weight and the results you 
are after — some can even be controlled 
from your mobile phone. 
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PROJECT NOTES 


Project: 

Contemporary 
extension and 
remodel 


Location: London 
Size: 92m^ 


House cost: 

£419,000 
(in 2010) 


Build cost: 

£250,000 

(£2,717/m2) 


Value: £1.6miUion 


Exterior 

The glazed extension was integral to the 
redesign, creating more living space and 
filling the open plan kitchen/living/dining 
area with natural light. The full-height 
glazed sliding doors are from Cantifix and 
lead out to the freshly landscaped 
^rden by Sangwyn Landscapes 


Urban Charm 


Architect Daniel Rowland and his wife Nina have taken 
on their own dark basement flat in Notting Hill, adding an 
extension to offer contemporary, light-filled living 


Homebuilding & Renovating | 96 




PORARY EXTENSION 



THE QUICK READ 

^ Daniel and Nina Rowland have transformed a dark, damp 
London flat into a modern, light-filled home thanks to a 
glazed extension and internal remodel 

^ In order to retain the Victorian charm of the property, the 
builders sliced the face off more than 500 bricks and used 
them internally as cladding over a waterproofing membrane 
— exposed brickwork now features throughout 




^ Due to the reconfigured layout and extension, the foot- 
print has been increased by a third, with two new bedrooms 



or architectural professional Daniel Rowland, direc- 
tor of Studio 1 Architects, attention to detail was 
essential when it came to designing his own home. 
But when he and his wife Nina, who runs her own 
design business, bought their basement flat in Not- 
ting Hill back in 2010, it was dark and damp, with 
only one bedroom and one bathroom. 

“Everything needed to be changed,” explains Daniel, “but as soon 
as I saw it, I knew I could make it into something really special. 

I knew exactly what I wanted to do to it, which was helpful as I 
bought the property at auction, so needed to be able to move quickly. 

“The neighbours had already built an extension to one side of 
the flat and there was an existing flank wall to the other side. After 
researching the area and the local conservation guidelines, I was 
certain that we would be able to get the necessary permission for 
the work. The planning office did voice some initial concerns, but 
with the help of some 3D visualisations, they gave us the go-ahead 
and work began in 2011,” says Daniel. ^ 
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HOMES CONTEMPORARY EXTENSION 



Dealing with Damp 

Once work started on the flat, the team had to tackle the terrible 
damp problem, meaning that every room had to be tanked with 
a waterprooflng membrane. Given that the renovations were so 
extensive, Daniel wanted to ensure that the property retained some 
of its original Victorian charm and character by having exposed 
brick walls. However, as leaving exposed brickwork was no longer an 
option given the damp issues, the couple decided to use brick slips. 

The builders were therefore tasked with slicing the fa 9 ade off 
more than 500 original Victorian bricks in the back garden and 
then applying them to the walls over the waterproof layer. Luckily 
it was time and effort well spent and the exposed brick walls now 
bring texture and depth into the flat. 

Extending the Flat 

In order to renovate the dark, damp flat into a bright, modern home, 
the layout needed a complete overhaul which included removing 
every internal wall in the property and adding a rear extension. “We 
worked closely with structural engineers, our builder and party wall 
surveyors to make sure everything was mapped out meticulously,” 
says Daniel. “With so much forward planning, we were able to 
remove all of the internal walls and rear walls without any issues.” 


The project quickly became a labour of love for Daniel, who was 
working at his architecture practice as well as handling the project 
management of the works, in order to earn enough money to fund 
the build. “We could only afford to have two people working full- 
time when really we should have had four,” says Daniel. “After 
around six months, I made the decision to be on site permanently 
as I needed to get more hands-on — I simply couldn’t afford to 
employ more people.” 


Above and left: Kitchen 

Removing the internal walls has made way for a new 
open plan kitchen/dining/living arrangement to the rear, 
breaking out on to the garden. Here, the concrete floor 
contrasts with the neutral colour palette of the interiors and 
flows out over a level threshold to similar paving, linking 
the interior spaces to the garden, which houses a cedar- 
clad studio. In the kitchen, Daniel and Nina designed the 
cabinets themselves and the units were then spray-painted 
in All White and London Clay paint by Farrow b Ball 
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Top and far left: Open plan living 

To provide extra storage, the kitchen cupboards flow 
into a large bench behind the table which offers an 
ideal place to hide things away. Modern comforts meet 
period charm in this space with underfloor heating 
from Nu-Heat keeping the concrete flooring warm, 
while the exposed brick wall clad with brick slips cut 
from salvaged Victorian originals adds character. 

The modular sofas and rug are from Habitat 


CONTEMPORARY EXTENSION 


Bright, Modern Living 

Once the structural changes had been made, the couple took their 
time to consider the feel of the internal space. “We carefully chose 
a material and colour palette that would contrast with the sharp 
modern lines of the design, helping to give natural balance to the 
property,” explains Daniel. “The exposed brick, natural wood and 
concrete floors all help to bring texture and warmth into the space.” 

Instead of the dark, pokey flat that once existed, the footprint 
has been increased from 60m^ to 92m^ due to the rear extension 
and has taken the flat from a one-bed, one-bath property to a three 
bedroom home with three bathrooms (two of which are en suites). 
The space is now flooded with natural light too thanks to several 
new skylights coupled with floor-to-ceiling glazed doors in the 
open plan kitchen/dining/living room. 

“Throughout the build we stuck to the idea of creating a clean, 
healthy environment, which really became our mantra,” says Daniel. 
“We wanted a flat that was comfortable to live in; we didn’t want 
our home to feel like a sterile relic.” 

Daniel and Nina also became regular visitors to Kempton Park 
Market, often arriving at 6.30am to bag the best deals. “We got lots 
of our furniture from there, as well as local vintage fairs, as we found 
that the eclectic mix of the old and new sits beautifully in the flat.” 

Of the kitchen, Daniel says: “We didn’t have the money to have 
our kitchen made by a professional cabinetmaker, but at the same 
time we also knew that we didn’t want to compromise on the quality 
or design of the space. Therefore we came up with our own drawing 
which we then took to a timber yard. Once cut, the cabinets were 
spray-painted in All White and London Clay from Farrow & Ball 
and everything was then assembled on site. We also designed large 
built-in floor-to-ceiling cupboards, so overall we feel that we now 
have a very user-friendly space.” 

The kitchen table was another of Daniel’s designs and the wood 
was handpicked for its irregular, knotty appearance. He again then 
created the drawings for a local steel fabricator, who welded the table 
and bench legs. By designing so much of the furniture speciflcally 
for their home, Daniel and Nina have managed to create lots of 
unique pieces of furniture and hidden storage throughout the flat, 
helping them to make the most of the space. 
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Once the inside of the apartment was finished, the couple turned 
their attention to the garden. “We wanted to make the most of the 
space that we had, so the team at Studio 1 Architects designed it 
and the team from Sangwyn Landscapes carried out the work. It s 
an extension of the flat now and I love sitting in the living room 
with the doors open, looking out over the garden. It s become our 
oasis in the middle of central London and is the perfect place to 
relax and entertain our friends. We also created a garden studio. 



which has been clad in horizontal cedar battens to add texture and 
interest outside,” says Daniel. 

“Although converting the flat had its stresses and financial strains 
it was definitely worth it,” concludes Daniel of the finished result. 
“When our resources ran out, we preferred to wait as we didn’t 
want to compromise on our vision — even if that did mean going 
without a sink in the bathroom for a few months. We enjoyed doing 
the project and are now looking for another property so that we 
can start the process all over again.” (!) 


Above: Master suite 

New double-glazed sash windows from Leonservices 
reflect the period of the property in the master 
bedroom and the ornate bed and half-moon table 
were sourced from Kempton Park Market. One of the 
two new guest bedrooms doubles as a home office 
(left) and continues the theme of exposed brick, while 
the family bathroom (top left) has a more modern 
feel with sanitaryware from Bette and Duravit 
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The Snag List Eliminator 



Works in Wet or Dry Conditions 

• Contains No Solvents • 

• Does Not Shrink • 

• Can Be Painted • 

• Works Underwater • 

• Contains No Isocyanates • 
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• 1 00% VOC Free • 

• Food Safe • 

• Available in 9 Colours • 
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For further information on this unique product contact: 

C-Tec Building Solutions 

020 8555 1448 

For audio visual demonstrations visit our website: 

www.ctlltd.com 





HOMES CONTEMPORARY EXTENSION 


The Project 



Daniel Rowland 

Homeowner 
and architect 



( 

Dining 


Living 


Kitchen 


i 

Bedroom 


HOMEOWNER'S VIEW 


One of the main considerations while we 
were doing the renovations was to create 
a light-filled space that we could enjoy all 
the time. The sliding doors in the living 
room and extra skylight means that you 
can sit and look out at the garden or read 
a book without needing to turn the lights 
on. It's a great space that works well 
when we're Just chilling out as well as 
when we're entertaining friends. 

When doing a project like this, don't 
compromise on the quality or design of 
your project. Be creative not only with 
the design but also by being resourceful. 
With the kitchen for instance, rather than 
buying off-the-shelf, we designed it our- 
selves, sent the drawings to a timber yard 
and then sent the cut timber to a spray 
paint workshop who sprayed the panels 
in rich Farrow b Ball colours. By go- 
ing down this route, we were able 
to create an entirely bespoke kitch- 
en for a fraction of the cost. In the 
end it's often the attention to detail 
that sets a good home apart from a 
great one, so stay true to the integ- 
rity of the design. 



En 

Suite 




Bathroom 





SUPPLIERS 


Architect Studio 1 Architects 020 7101 0356 

Skyframe sliding doors Cantifix 020 8203 6203 

Double-glazed sash windows Leonservices 020 8351 1877 

External paving London Stone 08442 251 915 

Garden landscaping Sangwyn Landscapes sangwyn.co.uk 

Breakfast bar pendant lights Rothschild and Bickers 

rothschildbickers.com 

Bespoke interior furniture Form Room formroom.com 

Underfloor heating Nu-Heat nu-heat.co.uk 

Master bed Kempton Market, Kempton Park Racecourse 

01932 230946 

Kitchen appliances Neff neff.co.uk 

Sofa Habitat habitat.co.uk 

Toilets Duravit duravit.co.uk 

Main bathroom bath Bette bette.de/en 

Toilet flush plates Geberit geberit.co.uk 

Kitchen cupboard paint Farrow b Ball farrow-ball.com 

Living room storage paint Annie Sloane anniesloan.com 


COSTS 


Structural changes and 

£68,000 

damp-proofing 


Labour and materials 

£54,000 

Extension 

£30,000 

Landscaping 

£25,000 

Kitchen and bathrooms 

£18,000 

Electrics and plumbing 

£14,000 

Underfloor heating and 

£14,000 

concrete flooring 


New windows, doors and 

£13,000 

skylight 


Sliding patio doors 

£7,000 

Decoration 

£7,000 

Total 

£250,000 
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Free CAD 
design with 
every system 


Whatever your project, under or overfloor there's free advice and support 7 days a week. . . 
For a free no obligation estimate and a free pipe layout drawing, please send your 
plans or dimensions to; 

plans@easyfitfloorheating.co.uk 
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Introducing: 

Wunda's 'ta-OA Overfloor heating panels. 



Super strong low profile panels fronn just 1 5mm thick... 

‘Edtey -Prir’ overfloor panels give exceptional performance and easily controlled heat because 
pipes sit directly below the surface of the floor - giving a speedy heat up and cooi do'wn. 

Floor heating out performs radiators by warming the whole floor,giving a less dusty, healthier 
environment for all, especially asthmatics, producing more usable space and much lower 
running costs. Whereas radiators and open fires produce convection heat that gives warm 
ceilings, cold floors and dust. 

Live in todays worid - choose fioor heating 

Don't waste fuel heating ceilings with Radiators or Fires. 


We also supply everything you could possibly need for underfloor heating in screed or joist 
floors at exceptional value for money prices. 
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easyfitfloorheating.co.uk 


0800 5420 816 


DESIGN MODERN ESSENTIALS 


10 Modem Home 
Design Essentials 

If you're planning on creating a home that is the epitome of 2015 style, you've 
come to the right place. Natasha Brinsmead explores the essentials to consider 



THE ROOF 
OVERHANG 

Overhanging eaves add 
a sense of charm to 
more traditional-style 
properties — those on 
this award-winning 
home by architect Neil 
Turner are the con- 
temporary equivalent. 

Guaranteed to help 
turn a simple structure into some- 
thing utterly striking, flat roofs that 
jut out provide an instant covered 
outdoor area, but also add protec- 
tion to the house from the glare of 
the sun and shelter from the elements. 




THE FEATURE 
STAIRCASE 

Occupying such a prominent 
position in the open plan home, 
staircases are also often one of 
the first things you see when 
entering — capable of making 
or breaking the entire look. The 
most successful contemporary 
feature staircases tend to be 
made from a material used else- 
where in the interior scheme, be 
sleek yet solid, and are always 
in proportion. They should be 
well-lit and crisp in their design. 
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ABOVE: JEREMY PHILLIPS;; LEFT AND OPPOSITE: SIMON MAXWELL 


WAilM, NOT CLINICAL 

There seemed to be a time when it was assumed 
that to be contemporary, everything had to be 
white, see-through or shiny, leading to some 
very cold and clinical interior schemes. Hap- 
pily, contemporary interiors are much warmer 
places these days — natural materials, wood- 
burners and lots of individual touches are 
key, as in this project by architect Dan Brill. 



THE 



^OCTOBER 
23rcl - 25th 


Show Admission £12 per person or 
pre-book your FREE tickets on our 
website, www.nsbrc.co.uk and use 
promo code: HBR2015 



GREEN 

HOME 
SHOW 


Ask the Experts 

FREE Renovation House Guided Tours 

Live Practicai Demonstrations 

Trade Viiiage - 200+ Exhibitors 

Educationai Zone 

Theatre with FREE Seminars 

Reai Life Case Studies j 

Cafe & FREE Parking 




The National Self Build & Renovation Centre 

Lydiard Fields, Swindon, Wiltshire, SN5 SUB 
0845 223 4455 www.nsbrc.co.uk 


M4, JCT16 

SWINDON 





SIMON MAXWELL 


DESIGN MODERN ESSENTIALS 



EMBRACE DARK 
MATERIALS 


Continuing the warm, 
homely feel now being 
embraced in contem- 
porary homes, are 
dramatic dark finishes 
contrasted with white 
spaces elsewhere. 

Rich tones in tim- 
bers such as wenge, 
walnut and stained and smoked oak are 
all popular. Use them to clad walls, as 
flooring, for furniture and in kitchens as 
worksurfaces or the units themselves. 





BUILT-IN SEATS 


5 While open plan 

spaces look stunning 
and undoubtedly 
work well for most 
on a practical level, 
they can feel just a bit 
too open — lacking 
in intimacy. Creating 
little privacy pockets 
and snug seating areas around the 
space is a great way to ensure a cosy 
feel in the most open of layouts. 


INTERNAL GLASS 


Expanses of glazing are not Just for 
the Junction between inside and 
out. Glass used internally in the 
place of solid balustrades, floors, 
and ceilings, not to mention walls 
and doors, allows light to penetrate 
right to the centre of the home. 



HIDDEN LIGHTS 


7 Contemporary 

spaces are all about 
creating unexpected 
and surprising effects 
and your lighting 
scheme can lend 
itself perfectly for 
doing Just that. 
Whether you choose 
to conceal lights beneath furniture 
to create an ethereal glow, or fit 
them into recessed channels within 
floors and ceilings, some fascinating 
results can be expected. Highlight 
your favourite architectural features. 
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DOWNLOAD THE HOMEBUILDING 

B RENOVATING APP 



For help, advice and inspiration for your self-build, check out 
our extensive collection of special publications available for your device 

Search Centaur Media on your app store to view the latest tablet editions 



DOWNLOAD THE 
HOMEBUILDING 
& RENOVATING 
APP FOR Id:^ 



DOWNLOAD ON IPAD, ANDROID AND KINDLE FIRE 


00(S)®*S 






TOP: JEREMY PHILLIPS; RIGHT: JAMES BRITTIAN; BOTTOM: SIMON MAXWELL 





RAW MATERIALS 


Forget pristine and perfect finishes — the most stylish contempo- 
rary homes feature raw, earthy materials in as close to their natural, 
unfinished state as possible. Riven and matt finishes are ideal for 
natural materials, while more industrial products such as concrete, 
oriented strand board (OSB) and metals such as copper, lead and 
zinc should all be up there on your wishlist. Leaving services 
exposed adds to the look too. 


EXTREME 
OPEN PLAN 

If you are going to go contempo- 
rary then be brave about it. Make 
the most of exciting shapes and 
architectural forms by exposing 
them — dramatic double-height 
spaces guarantee wow. 


TALL LIREPLACES 

Ensure your fireplace is the focus of the room by creating 
floor-to-ceiling surrounds. This is particularly effective in 
open plan spaces, or in buildings that are naturally quite 
cavernous, such as barns and warehouses. Not only does the 
fireplace create a stunning centrepiece, but it will also act 
as a way of separating various zones within the layout. o 
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Tailored, ^Sergy 
efficienthome 
at afford^! 


COTTAGEKITHOMES.COM 



Furness Brick, Askam in Furness, Cumbria, LAI 6 7HF 


Tel: 01229 462411 Fax: 01229 462363 


fumes sbrick@mac. com www. fume s sbrick.co.uk 
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. SAP Appendix Q Approved ’ Very low noise transmission 

, , ^ between rooms 

• Zero leakage ensures performance .... 

• Anti-static coating prevents dust 

- no loss of valuable regained air build up reducing dust trap 

• Save up to 70% on ducting . Smooth 75mm diameter bore for 

installation time easy cleaning 

Mark Heat Recovery Systems offer great service from start to finish. From 
the sale right through to the aftercare service. With high levels of expertise 
within our company, Mark Heat Recovery Systems is all you need to know to 
ensure a comfortable and healthy living environment for your home. 


Mark Heat Recovery Systems 

Tel: 0754 716 3939 info@markheatrecoverysystems.co.uk 

www.markheatrecoverysystems.co.uk 


HIWILI DEDICATED 

''"SLp TO SELT BUILD 



Over the past 1 5 years, HWL Windows 
Group has built a reputation for 
designing, manufacturing and installing 
high quality bespoke windows and 
doors for self build customers. 

4 Residence 9 window system 
4 Stunning aluminium windows 
4 Aluminium bi-folding doors 
4 Solidor composite doors 

Unite, Maybrook Industrial Estate 
Armley Road, Armley, Leeds LS1 2 2EL 

Tel: 01 1 3 244 9006 Fax: 01 1 3 223 4924 

email: sales@hwlwindows.co.uk 

www.hwlwindows.co.uk 
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Left: The various 
roof sections of 
Leeds Castle in 
Kent are finished 
in Traditional tiles 


Below: This 
dormer cottage 
in South 
Warnborough, 
Hampshire has a 
steeply pitched 
roof covered 
in Shire tiles 


BRAND WATCH 


KEYMER 

As one of the oldest brands in the 
UK, with a rich heritage and focus on 
handcrafting, its clay roof tiles are the 
ideal choice for updating your home 



E stablished in 1588 and with more than 420 
years' experience of manufacturing handmade 
clay roof tiles, Keymer is set to continue its 
craft as part of the Wienerberger group. 

The brand is internationally renowned for its 
beautiful, red clay tiles — the myriad tones of 
which cover some of the most prestigious buildings across 
the UK, including Tewkesbury Abbey, Leeds Castle and the 
Lord Leycester Hospital in Warwick. 

Perfect if you're adding a new extension or re-roofing your 
whole property, the four products within the current Key- 
mer range include Peg, Traditional, Shire and Goxhill — all of 
which are available in various shades of red and can be used 
to a minimum pitch of 40°. 

Each Keymer tile is made by hand following traditional 
techniques at its new home at Wienerberger's Ewhurst factory 
in Surrey. Its open -house policy means that you can visit and see 
the tiles first hand and create a tile of your own before you make 
a purchase to ensure the finish is right for your home's style, 
and when you decide to buy, you'll receive a certificate of 
authenticity. 

Artefacts from Keymer's celebrated past are also available 
to view at the factory's visitor centre, including a 16th-century 
ledger and two of the four clay griffons that guarded the cor- 
ners of the sites Keymer worked on. 

To view Keymer's full collection and to see project galleries, 
visit keymer.co.uk . See wienerberqer.co.uk forextra information 
and follow (awienerbergeruk on Twitter for updates. (!) 

Wienerberger 

Building Material Solutions 


Right: 

Shakespeares's 
Birthplace Trust 
in Stratford 
upon Avon, 
Warwickshire, is 
roofed in Peg tiles 


Below: Traditional 
tiles on the roof 
of medieval Lord 
Leycester Hospital 
in Warwick 
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Bringing Seif Buiid to Life 



Self Build Live is a series of free 
events for aspiring self builders 
to have 'Access All Areas' to 
the construction of Potton's 
Passivhaus Self Build Show Honne. 


SELF 

Build CiNt 


Bringing self build to life 



We have a Self Build Live event covering every stage oi the build. . 
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The dates are subject to change 



For a full list of event dates and to book ! 
your place at these must see events, 1 

visit www.selfbuildlive.com ; 
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POTTON 1 

Bringing self build to life 



SELF 

BUILD 

LIVE 


V 


Forming a complete step-by-step guide 
to building a home, we follow leading 
package company Potton as they start 
work on a brand new Passivhaus home 


^ ^ O Passivhaus: 

A Design and Build Guide 

Potton's Self-build Director Dr Paul New- 
man explains the principles behind design- 
ing and constructing a Passivhaus home 


^ ^ A The Importance 
^ of Soil Surveys 

Why undertaking this survey before 
going on site could save thousands 


^ ^ ^ A Step-by-Step to 

b Building the Substructure 

Getting out of the ground is one of 
the most important stages during a 
self-build project. Project Manager 
Brent Ackerman explains how it's done 
and shares his words of wisdom 


T n a UK industry first, self-build specialist Potton is giving 
aspiring self-builders an opportunity to watch, stage- 
by-stage, the construction of its fifth and most contem- 
porary showhome. 

Self Build Live is a series of events - held at Potton's 
Self Build Show Centre in St Neots, Cambridgeshire - 
designed to offer potential self-builders an 'access all areas' 
insight into the construction of a fully certified Passivhaus and 
learn first-hand how to build their own home — the highlights 
of which are showcased over the following pages. 

Potton, together with its build partners, will host 16 Self Build 
Live events at key stages of the build — from laying the slab, 
installing insulation and skimming the walls to fitting the bath- 
rooms, interior design and decoration. Each event will provide 
essential self-build information and an unprecedented insight 
into building a Potton home. 

For course dates, videos of the build and more information, 
visit selfbuildlive.com 
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BUILDING A PASSIVHAUS 

As they embark on their first Passivhaus certified build, Potton share their insight 
into designing and constructing a home to this highly efficient build standard 


DR PAUL 
NEWMAN 
Self-build Director 
Dr Paul Newman 
has worked within 
timber-based con- 
struction industries 
for over 18 years 


E veryone seems to want to 
build a Passivhaus at the 
moment and, amid the 
hype, it pays to take a step 
back and examine what it 
actually means. The stand- 
ard originated in Germany in the 1990s 
and is based on the idea that a home can 
be heated using warmed fresh air. Because 
air can only hold a small amount of heat, 
the house must be designed so as to need 
only a small amount of heating and con- 
structed thoughtfully and carefully. This 
amount of heat turns out to be ISkWh/ 
mVyear — about three times more efficient 
than current UK Building Regulations, and 
still more than twice as good as planned UK 
regulations for 2016. 

To achieve this figure, Passivhaus homes 
must be ventilated using a mechanical sys- 
tem that pre-heats ventilation air by recover- 
ing the heat from stale air as it leaves the 
building. While this type of system is still 
relatively uncommon in the UK, it is becom- 
ing much more the norm for highly insu- 
lated buildings. Older dwellings frequently 
have poorly fitting doors and windows and 
open joints between construction elements 
and are consequently draughty. Essentially, 
many of us are used to having fresh air, 
provided via draughts as the result of poor 
construction, without having to open win- 
dows or to have a mechanical ventilation 
system. With a Passivhaus the mechanical 
ventilation system is essential for the winter 
period, as the buildings are designed to be 
very airtight to prevent heat escaping in an 
uncontrolled manner through those gaps 
and cracks. The ventilation system runs all 


the time, even in the summer, at a low level, 
so the fans don’t make any noise, and the air 
is kept fresh through constant changes. This 
all means that heating bills are kept very low 
and Passivhaus homes are cheap to live in. 
The key features of a Passivhaus are: 

■ Very high levels of insulation 

■ Extremely high-performance windows 
with insulated frames 

■ An airtight building fabric 

■ ‘Thermal bridge-free’ construction 

■ A mechanical ventilation system with 
highly efficient heat recovery 

■ Accurate design using the Passive House 
Planning Package (PHPP) 

A big effort is needed by the constructor 
to make the home very highly insulated and 
airtight and so far there are few construc- 
tors and manufacturers in the UK who are 
skilled at doing it. However, as more of these 
projects are constructed, the skill levels in 
the industry will grow to meet the demand 
and the workforce will gradually become 
used to the level of care and workmanship 
required. Some of the costs of the increase 
in construction quality ought to be offset by 
the omission of a traditional heating system. 
Many homeowners, however, are nervous 
about doing this — we’re used to seeing 
radiators and become concerned when they 
are not there, even if they are not needed. 

Because of the long payback duration, 
most people need reasons beyond simple 
energy efficiency before they can be con- 
vinced that building a Passivhaus is a good 
idea. Well, here’s a few: 

■ Low running costs to help prevent future 
fuel poverty 

■ Easy to live in with simple control systems 

■ Thermally comfortable, with no draughts 
and an even temperature distribution 

■ Good indoor air quality provided by the 
mechanical ventilation system 

■ Excellent acoustic performance provided 
by a combination of very well insulated walls, 
airtightness and triple-glazed windows 

For me, the biggest benefit of Passivhaus 
buildings is perhaps the least obvious — the 
comfortable internal environment with an 
even internal heat distribution. 


THE DESIGN 

The stereotypical Passivhaus is a simple box, 
aimed at containing the most space as effi- 
ciently as possible and maximising windows 
where they will get winter sunshine. This 
can cause the designer some difficulties; 
the plot may have nice views to the north, 
or may have a lot of trees or hedges to the 
south that cut out the sunlight, for instance. 
As designers become more familiar with 
the standard, they will develop the skills 
to be more expansive with the design and 
take advantage of the benefits of different 
plots. The designs they create will also be 
constructed for a reasonable cost uplift. 

With very highly energy-efficient homes 
there is a danger of overheating in the sum- 
mer if there are large areas of unprotected 
glazing to the south and west. Good design 
can overcome this by ensuring that such 
windows have appropriate shading — 
including overhangs or shutters, which are 
a standard feature of southern European 
houses. The Passivhaus Planning Pack- 
age (PHPP) - an essential tool used when 
designing a Passivhaus - is a monster Excel 
spreadsheet and checks that the property 
being designed will not overheat in service. 
In addition, the development of automated 
blinds that can be set to close if the internal 
temperature rises beyond a set point will also 
aid. It is likely that we will soon be able to 
respond to changes in the temperature of 
our homes by using our smartphones. 

Potton have previously designed all of 
our showhomes using in-house design- 
ers. This time we took the brave decision 
to work with an external practice, HTA 
Design. Apart from being great designers, 
HTA is a practice we have worked with on 
previous low-energy housing developments. 
HTA have a deep and genuine interest in 
sustainability and energy efficiency. 

The Architecture and Sustainable Futures 
team at HTA worked collaboratively with 
our technical team to design a house that 
is ambitious in form and avoids the stereo- 
typical Passivhaus perception of a simple 
box. Derived from a desire to flood the 
interior with natural daylight, a series of 
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A Home for the 21st Century 

Defying perceptions of Passivhaus builds being box-like in form, Potton's latest show 
home - due to be fully certified - will cut a dynamic shape when built. Designed 
by HTA Design, the Potton build features a butterfly roof and has been exactingly 
designed to welcome in natural light and solar gain without the interiors overheating 


design moves creatively breaks down ‘the 
Passivhaus box’, employing large openings 
and a distinctive butterfly roof, while simul- 
taneously challenging and satisfying the 
requirements of the Passivhaus Planning 
Package. There are certainly easier ways to 
design a Passivhaus, but we’re building a 
showhome to see just how far we can push 
the performance standard. 

A top-lit enclosed courtyard’ sits at the 
heart of the home. Ailing the deep plan 
with natural daylight. Flexible in arrange- 
ment, the series of interconnected spaces 
is designed to be adaptable to almost any 
occasion or lifestyle. The ground floor can 
be imagined as a layer of nine squares or 
boxes; in this house, the rear-most six are 
almost entirely open plan in arrangement. 
(We believe that the nine square’ design will 
provide future customers with almost innu- 
merable great ways that they can tailor the 


design of their own houses but still benefit 
from the care and thoughtfulness of this 
Passivhaus design.) This large south-facing 
space is lined with a heavyweight flooring 
and 8m of full-height glazing that opens 
out to the garden under the overhang of the 
roof, blurring the line between interior and 
exterior. The courtyard space at the centre is 
not only intended to be flexible in use but 
also the unofficial hub of the home. We are 
currently developing the interior design 
with our partners at Dulux Design Service. 

The south-facing opening has been max- 
imised to benefit from solar gains, which 
combined with other Passivhaus principles. 


helps to reduce the energy consumption of 
the house to 15kWh/mVyr for heating. The 
roof overhang protects this glazing from 
excessive solar gains and overheating of the 
interior during the summer, while maximis- 
ing solar gain during the winter months. 

THE BUILD 

The new showhome will be constructed 
using the Kingspan TEK® Building Sys- 
tem (structural insulated panels) and, with 
additional external insulation will have a 
‘thermal bridge-free’ construction. The win- 
dows, which will come from one of our cur- 
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Kloeber’s doors and windows coming to 
Potion’s Passivhaus soon... 


kloeber 
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Bespoke glazing solutions 

/>7 -fiMber oUnMiniuM f coMPoUbe. 

Kloeber’s advanced glazing solutions are avaiiabie in bespoke or set sizes, 
with exceptionai insulating values, multi-point locking and low maintenance 
finishes. View our website for further details of our extensive product range 
with solutions for all self builders and home improvers. 


■ folding sliding doors 

■ sliding doors 

■ french doors 

■ single doors 


■ windows 

■ shaped glazed screens 

■ entrance doors 

■ roof lights 





Kloeber’s timber bifold doors and FunkyFront entrance doors 
are Secured by Design. 


ouf itn Lomdomi 

(^d v/6h5>rht -fof d&hOdlS 

telephone info@kloeber.co.uk 

01487 740044 www.kloeber.co.uk 
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rent suppliers Kloeber, are triple glazed and 
tightly sealed into the envelope to achieve 
reduced heat losses and a comfortable sur- 
face temperature. 

The house is conceived as a brick-clad 
box, which reveals spaced timber cladding 
at the points at which it is carved’ away. At 
the entrance, bricks sit above the cladding as 
it wraps around the corner and seamlessly 
continues inside to the main living space, 
guiding visitors into the house. Most Pas- 
sivhaus builds use lightweight claddings 
carried by the structure of the building; 
insulated render is common. Using bricks 
has added a further level of complication, 
due to the need to provide a separate foun- 
dation for them (read more on page 122) 
and we have challenged ourselves further 
by selecting a longer, narrow-format brick 
from Wienerberger, with narrow mortar 
joints, for a contemporary aesthetic. 


PROGRESS ON SITE 

Work on site is well underway and has so far 
progressed smoothly with our subcontract 
trades completely embracing the need to 
produce work of the highest quality. The 
ground floor of the house is constructed 
of a 225mm- thick cast concrete raft sit- 
ting on top of a 250mm layer of Kingspan 
Styrozone insulation. It s a diflicult concept 
for some people to believe, but all of the 
loads applied by the building structure, its 
occupants and contents get transferred into 
the concrete and ultimately into the ground 
by thick layers of Toad-bearing’ polystyrene. 
The insulation sits on a levelling layer of 
sand with hardcore underneath. 

Prior to beginning any work on site we 
commissioned a soil survey to confirm the 
load-bearing capacity of the soil; thank- 
fully it was very good. There is a separate 
and completely disconnected foundation 
to carry the vertical load of the brickwork. 
A separate lOOmm-thick layer of insula- 
tion wraps up the sides of the raft and will 
link into the additional layer of insulation 
applied outside of the Kingspan TEK® 
Building System. These layers of insulation 
are key parts in providing the well-insulated, 
thermal bridge-free building envelope. The 
foundation and ground floor structure is 
completed, as in almost all timber-based 
buildings, with a course of thermally effi- 
cient aircrete blocks to which the sole plate 
of the structure will be fixed. (S> 


Undertaking a soil survey before starting on site could 
save you thousands in the long run, says Project 
Manager for Potton's Passivhaus build, Brent Ackerman 


BRENT 
ACKERMAN 
Brent Ackerman is a 
regular presenter of the 
Self Build Academy and 
Project Manager for 
Potton's Passivhaus build 


B efore buying a plot, a soil 
investigation and survey is a 
good idea to assess the type of 
foundation likely to be neces- 
sary for your new build. A soil 
survey can provide you with 
detailed insight into the characteristics of 
the ground on your plot, and determine 
the quality of the earth and highlight any 
anomalies in the ground conditions which 
you may need to consider before progressing 
to groundworks stage. 

When I talk to self-builders about budg- 
eting, one of the biggest grey areas’ is the 
foundations. I usually advise that a ground 
investigation should be carried out which 
includes a soil survey. From the results of 
this survey a foundation can be engineer- 
designed that is the most economical for 
the site. 

Is a survey really necessary? 

Is it necessary to carry out a soil survey — 
why don’t you just start digging, you may 
ask. While it isn’t absolutely necessary, when 
you are planning your budget the last thing 
you want is nasty surprises, and there can be 
many lurking beneath the soil. For an outlay 
of;fl,000-;f2,000 it can be money well spent 
to avoid the unforeseen when on site. 


If there are problems with the site these 
may come to light when a survey is con- 
ducted. Technical issues such as poor soil 
composition or poor drainage are all things 
that would add costs to your build budget 
and you should be aware of these upfront. 

Ideally this sort of information should 
be available before you purchase the plot, 
but sadly this isn’t often the case. So, unless 
you want to allow a lot more in your con- 
tingency you should get a survey done as 
soon as possible. It may just save you a lot 
of money in the long run. 

How is the survey undertaken? 

A soil survey should be carried out by a 
suitably qualified consultant or company. 
Typically both the top soil and subsoil are 
investigated, which determines soil mate- 
rial, pH levels, particle size and potential 
contamination. 

Typically some trial holes are dug in the 
presence of the engineer so that they can 
take photos and notes of what they see, and 
also take soil samples for analysis. Holes 
(which can be up to 3m deep) are then filled 
in following the survey. Another way is to 
take some samples using an auger rig and 
there are plenty of companies around who 
can do that for you. 

How much does it cost? 

The cost of a soil investigation depends on 
the size of the project and whether there 
are planning conditions to be satisfied. A 
desktop study of a site could cost around 
;f600 plus VAT. A basic soil investigation 
costs around 1,500 plus VAT, scaling up 
from there depending on the size and com- 
plexity of the project. (!) 
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THE SUBSTRUCTURE: 

A STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE 

The foundations are a critical part of a self-build project — Project Manager 
Brent Ackerman shares his words of wisdom from Potton's latest Passivhaus 


Digging the foundation trench 

The Passivhaus floor slab is very different 
to 'standard' foundation details. In the case 
of the showhome, it's effectively a ground- 
bearing reinforced raft sitting on 250mm of 
Kingspan Styrozone, which is also carried up 
the side of the concrete to eliminate cold 
bridging around the perimeter. This means 
that an independent foundation is required 
to support the facing brickwork. 

Once the site has been prepared, the first 
step on this site is to excavate the foundation 
trench that supports the external brickwork. 
It is incredibly important that the position 
and depth of the foundation trench is exact, 
as the top of the concrete sets the starting 
position for the brickwork. The foundation is 
therefore set out by the setting out engineer 
with physical dimensions checked against 
boundary positions, for instance, just to make 
sure that there are no errors. 

Once the foundation is excavated, the 
bottom of the dig is inspected by both the 
structural engineer and the building control 
inspector to make sure that it is of the re- 
quired bearing capacity. 

The concrete pour 

The pouring of concrete foundations 
tends to be relatively straightforward, pro- 
vided the excavation is in the right position 
and there's good access for the concrete 
mixer to tip the concrete into the trench. 

Before starting to pour the concrete, 
it's important to make sure the 'TOC' (top 
of concrete) level can be accurately es- 
tablished. We decided to do this with a la- 
ser level but installing level pins is another 
good alternative. 

Once the concrete has been poured and 
spread into place, a vibrating poker is used 
to help compact the concrete and remove 
any air that may be present within the mix. 
Once poured and levelled, the surface is 
finished with a tamp to provide a good base 
for the brickwork to be built off. 


Building the corner blockwork 

Once the concrete has cured sufficient- 
ly, the foundation blockwork is started, with 
the corners built first. The corner position 
of the walls are firstly marked out to check 
that they correctly sit on the foundation. It 
is much more efficient to build the corners 
first as this enables the straight walling to be 
'run in' quickly using lines to set the position 
and height of the brickwork. 

Building the blockwork walls 

Once the corner blockwork has been 
constructed and checked for position and 
height, the straight block infills are then 'run 
in' using a line at each course. At the loca- 
tion of service entries, openings are created 
with concrete lintels supporting the blocks 
above. It's important that services such as 
drainage have sufficient clearance to allow 
for settlement without displacing drains. 

An important feature of building a Pas- 
sivhaus home is maintaining optimum air- 
tightness. This requires attention to detail at 
every stage — the foundation blockwork is 
no exception. The mortar in the substruc- 
ture is therefore pointed to make sure that 
every bed and perp is full and that air cannot 
leak through the construction. 

Once the blockwork has been construct- 
ed a final dimensional check is carried out 
by measuring the diagonal lengths between 
each corner. If the diagonals measure the 
same then the blockwork can be consid- 
ered to be square. Also, check the level of 
the blockwork to the entire perimeter of the 
substructures to make sure that it is level 
and within tolerance. It's much easier and 
cheaper to correct any errors at this stage 
than once the raft or the beam and block 
has been installed. 

Sand blinding 

Once the substructure blockwork has 
been constructed and the services have 
been installed and inspected, the ground 


below the raft is then prepared and levelled 
to receive the compacted stone and sand 
blinding. The purpose of the sand blinding 
is to provide a level surface to support the 
insulation and this must also be compacted 
to prevent any later settlement. 

Laying the insulation 

Kingspan Styrozone has been specified 
here due to its excellent thermal properties 
and its load carrying capabilities. The insu- 
lation board is placed in three layers with 
tight, staggered Joints to help spread the 
imposed load from the raft and reduce any 
air leakage and thermal bridging potential. 
The Styrozone is also installed up the side 
of the concrete to eliminate cold bridging 
around the perimeter. 

7 Installing the steel reinforcing mesh 

Once the Styrozone insulation has been 
laid, the preparation works for the concrete 
raft can be done. Firstly, a DPM (damp- 
proof membrane) is laid over the insulation. 
This membrane prevents damp rising into 
the concrete, as well as preventing grout 
loss during the pour and air leakage once 
the concrete has cured (concrete will leak 
air). Service penetrations through the mem- 
brane are also sealed using proprietary seal- 
ing tapes, again with the focus of preventing 
air leakage. 

The steel mesh reinforcing provides the 
skeleton of the raft foundation and affords 
the structural strength required by the raft. 
The correct installation is therefore para- 
mount and it's a good idea to ask the struc- 
tural engineer as well as the building control 
inspector to inspect the installation prior to 
the pouring of the concrete. 

Tamping the concrete 

Once checked, the concrete raft can 
then be poured. Access for concrete mixers 
is difficult on this site and therefore a con- 
crete pump is used to help distribute and 
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Bringing self build to life 



place the concrete. 

The concrete is once again compacted 
using a vibrating poker and vibrating tamp 
which removes the air within the mix and 
ensures that the concrete spreads around 
the steel reinforcing properly. 

The concrete slab can be finished in dif- 
ferent ways, from a simple tamp finish to 
a power floated, polished finish. The Pas- 
sivhaus will have a screed and therefore we 
have opted to leave the concrete slab with 
a simple tamp finish, taking care to ensure 


that service penetrations are properly filled 
around. (It's a good idea to seal the top of 
any services with tape to prevent concrete 
spilling down pipes.) 

The finished slab 

Depending upon the time of year, the 
curing (drying out) of the raft may need to be 
controlled. In winter, frost could freeze the 
concrete damaging the surface, adversely 
affecting the concrete strength. In summer 
and in times of high winds, the concrete could 


dry out too quickly causing excessive shrink- 
age and cracking of the surface. Care must 
therefore be taken to protect the concrete 
and allow adequate curing before any fol- 
lowing trades start to work on the surface. 

Once the slab has sufficiently cured, the 
protection can be removed along with any 
temporary formwork. In this case, we've 
used blockwork to provide extra support 
to the turned-up insulation. (This was re- 
moved and will be replaced with brickwork 
at a later date.) (S> 
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INSPIRATIONAL DOORS. 

Undeniable value. 


Doors that add a touch of 
style to your interior... 

Innovative, contemporary & classic door designs 


IM 

Kind 

DOORS 


Order or download your copy of 
JB Kind’s Door Collection brochure 
today. Visit www.jbkind.com 


T: 01283 554197 


www.Jbkind.com 


LAKELAND 


TIMBER FRAME 



Lakeland Timber Frame offer 
a flexible, personal service 
for professionals and 
individuals for self-build projects. 

We combine high quality craftsmanship 
and attention to detail with the latest 
developments in technology to provide 
timber framed homes and buildings for 
the 21st century. 

Contact us to find out how we can offer 
you practical, value for money timber 
frame construction solutions to suit your 
project and your budget. 



Tel: 01524 782596 
www.lakelandtimberframe.co.uk 
email: info@lakelandtimberframe.co.uk 








When Your Home Matters the Doors are Hermann 


• Widest range of garage and entrance doors in the UK 

• Precision German engineering 

• Excellent security and outstanding reiiability 

• Large selection of designs to match every home 



NORM ANN 

Garage and Industrial Doors 





SELF-BUILD ZONE AND BUILD-ZONE ARE TRADING STYLES OF SENNOCKE INTERNATIONAL INSURANCE SERVICES. WHO IS AUTHORISED AND REGULATED BY THE FINANCIAL CONDUCT AUTHORITY 


Right and below: 

Make sure you're 
properly covered, 
whatever your 
renovation or 
extension project. 
Discover the latest 
packages at build- 
zone.com and 
selfbuildzone.com 



Is Your 

Home 

Covered? 


If you're planning a renovation or 
extension project, making sure you 
have the right type of insurance 
is critical for your peace of mind 


D id you know that your normal house insurance 
doesn't cover your property if you are altering 
it through an extension, renovation or conver- 
sion, including the loft and garage? 

Many homeowners assume that their 
home insurance policy will continue to 
provide cover if they decide to carry out a major home- 
improvement project, but often this isn't the case as a lot of 
policies have an exclusion — meaning you aren't protected if 
you alter the structure of your building. 

Adding an extension can be the biggest financial investment 
you'll make after purchasing your home, so why risk it all by not 
having the right insurance in place? Ask yourself if you could 
afford to rebuild your home and extension out of your own pocket 
if something went wrong. If the answer is no, then providers such 
as Build-Zone can help to ensure your site is covered for the 
duration of the build, and afterwards. 

The company's latest Home Improvement Package provides 
cover on a property while being improved or extended, even if 
you aren't initially living there, plus it covers all the new works 
and materials, right up to completion of the project. 

As part of the package, tools and equipment left on site are also 
protected, while employers' and public liability insurance means 
that anyone working on site is covered if they suffer an injury, or if 
damage is caused to a third party or their property. What's more, 
should anything happen to a worker or family member while on 



site during the course of the construction, the cost of defending 
or pursuing a claim is covered, plus there is also an additional 
contract on offer for any tradespeople or contractors that you 
employ to legally protect yourself from possible negligence. 

Complete with options to have approved inspectors carry 
out the building control and technical audits throughout the 
build, which can save you time and money, Build-Zone's com- 
prehensive protection options also include the chance to take 
out a 10-year structural warranty to protect you against defects 
in design, materials and workmanship. For more information, 
call 0345 230 9873 or visit build-zone.com . (!) 
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This section: All the practical expert advice you need to get your project underway 



Advice 

Complete Guide to Choosing 
a Paekage Supplier pi28 



Advice 

Devising Energy Strategies piee 



Advice 

The Art of Repointing ?iai 


Plus: The Cost of Tiling a Roof p.139 

»+ Architects' Words of Wisdom p.iso 
»+ How Energy Labelling Will 
Be Hitting Heating Systems pis? 

»+ Extensions: A Step-by-Step Guide p.ieo 
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Howto 
Choose a 
Package 
Supplier 

Using a single company to manage 
the design and build of your new 
home is highly attractive, says 
Jason Orme, but makes the choice 
of supplier all the more critical 

P ackage suppliers, or turnkey companies, design and 
build companies or even occasionally custom build 
companies, whatever you want to call them, typi- 
cally offer pretty much the same thing — a hands- 
off self-build. The company will design the house, 
source all the materials, arrange the labour and get 
the thing done. All you have to do is pick and choose what you 
want, and pay for it. 

It sounds all too easy, and it comes at two significant costs. The 
first of which, of course, is the price itself — price in building terms 
is all about risk. By transferring the risk of construction to another 
company, they are going to factor all the associated things that can 
go wrong — from materials prices rocketing to contractors providing 
poor work to the design in no way realistically reflecting the budget. 
People building a home through a package company would expect 
to pay extra to reflect this fact than if they’d organised it themselves. 

The second cost of using a package company is an addendum 
to the first, on risk. Because, regardless of who you use, you can’t 
completely eliminate risk from a building project. You can’t eliminate 
it from life generally - things happen - and so the idea of this being 
a completely safe way of building a house is a myth. Companies 
don’t always offer the service they promised, and sometimes they 
go bust. You are mitigating that risk by having a single design and 
build contract with just one company (as opposed to, say, 20 indi- 
vidual contractors and materials suppliers) because if something 
goes wrong for them, it’s not your problem. But if something goes 
wrong with them, then it most definitely is. Which makes the choice 
of package company critical. So, how do you choose? 
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HOWTHE PACKAGE ROUTE WORKS 


Different package suppliers offer different 
processes, but the following is typical: 

PLOT ANALYSIS 

Your package supplier might have a list of 
available plots; they may help you assess 
sites and guide you through the purchase. 

FEASIBILITY STUDY 

A consultation session to go through your 
broad brief, your intentions, and budget to 
assess if you are able to proceed. 


DESIGN CONSULTATION 
You may work with one of the company's 
designers (either in-house or freelance) to 
create a design to your brief and budget. 

PLANNING b BUILDING REGS APPROVALS 
The package company will administer your 
relevant Building Regulations, warranties, 
etc. as required. 

OFF-SITE MANUFACTURE 

After committing to the project you will 


order your 'kit' frame and it will be manu- 
factured by the supplier off site. 

GROUNDWORKS 

Most package suppliers do not include 
groundworks in their contracts, but may 
be able to arrange for an approved contrac- 
tor to undertake the work for you. 

DELIVERY AND ERECTION 

The 'kit' is delivered to site and erected, 

ready for you to move in. 
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STRUCTURAL 

SYSTEM 


Package suppliers tend to haee their own 
unique walling and roofing systems. The key 
is to make sure you ’re comparing like for like 

If you like the look of the highly efficient 
timber frame systems, package compa- 
nies are the solution for you. In many 
ways, the package approach is essential 
to the delivery of highly airtight, energy- 
efficient wall, floor and roof systems in 
a way that leaving a build to a series of 
builders on site isn't. Most of the UK and 
continental suppliers offer closed panel 
timber frame systems which closely re- 
semble structural insulated panels (SIPs), 
and many companies offer a range of 
slightly different options — e.g. 'stand- 
ard', 'eco', 'Passivhaus' (at different price 
points). Typical U values for these walling 
systems are in the O.ll-O.lSW/m^ range 
— easily meeting and surpassing standard 
Building Regulations. 

What's interesting too is that these 
walling systems include parts of the build 
that might not otherwise have been con- 
sidered part of the external wall. Weber- 
Haus's OvoNatur Therm (their most ther- 
mally efficient option) includes not only 
the exterior render but also the internal 
plasterboard. 

The key is to ensure that you're com- 
paring like for like across suppliers when 
looking at U values — but also at wall 
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ADVICE PACKAGE SUPPLIERS 



thicknesses. Traditionally, timber frame 
construction has been seen as the best 
option to achieve maximum efficiency on 
the thinnest build-up, allowing less space 
to be lost to the wall. However, Weber- 
Haus's OvoNatur Therm allows for two 
skins — the regular 165mm timber frame 
in addition to an extra 160mm thickness 
of additional insulation. The total thick- 
ness including render and plasterboard is 
almost 400mm. 

This being self-build, there is a choice 
of walling system. Design & Materials 
have long stood alone as offering a com- 
prehensive package service - as their 
name suggests, design and materials 
- but in blockwork, rather than timber. 
They have a wall system that offers U val- 
ues that beat O.iyw/m^. Similarly, insu- 
lated concrete formwork (ICE) suppliers 
often offer a service that provides airtight 
and efficient wall systems. 

However, if you're making your choice 
of build route and package supplier on 
build system alone, then you're probably 
missing a trick. There are distinct differ- 
ences in terms of performance and con- 
struction system but they pale somewhat 
when compared to the fact that the end 
result is usually going to be well in excess 
of Building Regulations standards. Wall 
thicknesses do differ, as does the ability 
to achieve good airtightness levels, but 
the structural system shouldn't be your 
main differential. 


COST 


There ’s a surprisingly large variation in guide priees between the suppliers 


Homebuilding & Renovating's analy- 
sis of build costs offered by package 
companies reveals that the costs 
offered by different suppliers var- 
ies just as much as that by builders. 
In many ways the only truism is that 
you've got as near to a guarantee as 
you're going to get that the quoted 
price will be the finished price you'll 
pay — after all, marrying the design 
and build elements is a brilliant way 
to ensure cost certainty. 

It's a wide bracket, but build costs 
range from ETOOO/m^ to at least 
£2,500/m2. In most cases, expect 
to pay around £l,200-£2,000/m2 
through the package suppliers that 
control the whole process (i.e. pro- 
vide their own labour and materials 
rather than Just materials), although 
at the top end, Baufritz informs pro- 
spective clients that they should 
budget £2,500/m2 — this is, they 
claim, due to the highest quality de- 
sign and construction system. Pot- 
ton base their prices on variations 
from £l,200/m2. Hanse Haus tend 
to give clients looking for general 
steers on costs figures in the range 
of £l,400/m2. Oakwrights, the oak 
frame package supplier, are 'reassur- 



ingly expensive' according to owner 
and founder Tim Crump (most Oak- 
wrights homes tend to cost at least 
£l,800/m2). 

One (happy) thing to note: The 
European-based package suppliers 
tend to base their price in euros and 
with the recent favourable shifts be- 
tween the pound and the euro, the 
cost of using them has decreased 
quite significantly. 
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A PACKAGE BUILD ON SITE 


We follow a Hanse Haus build on site in Guernsey — the proeess,from first panel being 
off loaded to roof timbers being installed on to weathertight shell, took just three days 




Ik 


Three-Day Build 

Prefabricrated closed timber frame 
panels are winched into position, 
with services already in place (7) 
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A Full Service 

From design to manufacture to 
erection to finish, a package supplier 
offers a complete solution 



SERVICE 


One supplier s ‘paekage ’ is different 
to that offered by another 

So-called 'package' companies are 
remarkably relaxed about the defini- 
tion of what the package they provide 
actually is. In short, most companies 
offer you a range of involvement lev- 
els depending on your own prefer- 
ences. Potton, for instance, offer five 
main build route options to their cus- 
tomers after the design and planning 
stage — which itself includes pretty 
much every option you could think of, 
from the conventional package route 
of using an in-house Potton designer, 
to bringing your own existing plans to 
Potton for them to build from. In this 
sense Potton are effectively a materials 
package supplier with design and pro- 
ject management bolt-ons. The actual 
core provision includes the supply and 
erection of the timber frame super- 
structure with pre-insulated external 
panels, roof trusses, first and second 
fix carpentry (supply only, and includ- 
ing such items as staircase, skirting 
and architrave, doors, etc.). It clearly 
excludes footings and roof coverings. 




cladding, electrics, plumbing and so 
on — although Potton will happily ar- 
range these for you if you wish. 

This 'frame plus extras' model is 
quite dominant among the UK suppli- 
ers who often get called package sup- 
pliers — a far more accurate descrip- 
tion would be timber frame suppliers. 
Oakworth Homes, for instance, bill 
themselves primarily as timber frame 
suppliers who, if the customer really 
wishes, will offer management and 
even design services. 

The model offered by Scandia-Hus, 
one of the UK's best-known pack- 
age suppliers, confirms that for the 
most part, UK package suppliers tend 


to stop at Joinery. They offer a range 
of transparently priced building 'sets' 
which include a design service (based 
on standard design types) for which 
the price varies depending on the 
build route chosen. Flexibility is great, 
but package building in the continen- 
tal sense this isn't. 

Which is exactly the service offered 
by the likes of Baufritz and Hanse 
Haus, who offer an initial design con- 
sultation, followed by a trip to their 
European sampling centres to make 
final decisions, then everything is fixed 
down ready for off-site manufacture, 
delivery and construction on site — a 
true 'package' if ever there was one. 
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Kingston 

Timber Frame 


If you are looking for a Self-Build 
Timber Frame Home, then look no 
further than Kingston Timber 
Frame. 


BecoWallform 


We offer all our clients 
complete personal service, 
helping you to build a 
home that will meet both 
your families needs and 
your budget! 

To discuss your 
requirements or for a no 
obligation quotation please call us today on 01904 762589 

We are a family run company who pride ourselves on our personal 
service, providing self-build kits nationwide. 

We can offer our kits on a 
supply only basis, or 
alternatively we can offer 
you a full installation 
package. 

Kingston Timber Frame 
1 4 Millhill Drive, Huntington, 

York, Y032 9PU 
Tel: 01904 762589 
Fax: 01904 766686 
www.kingstontimberframe.co.uk 
Email : info @kingstontimberfr ame. co . uk 

Kingston Timber Frame - TURNING YoUR Dreams Into Reauty 





www.becowallform.co.uk 


Fast and cost effective 


Modern construction 


Future performance 


Personal comfort 


Tel: 01 652 653844 
E: info@becowallform.co.uk 



Building Tectonics Ltd 

Architectural Design Services 


WeVe been designing and re^jeslgning houses since 1935 
Look at our website to see Ihe range of our work, 


eniail@bLjilding'lectonics.co uk 


1^ WWW bLiilding-lectonics CO uk 


01908 366000 


Improving your house is probably the best 
investment you can make. 





Homes 


Flight Homes 

- Here to guide you 



You choose bow big or small a pan we 
play in your project. Here are jusi a few of 
the beneftia of using ua; 

• Projeci Managemer^t 

• Free Initial Consuitalioo 

• Regional Offices 

• In house Design & Engineering 
■ Bespoke Design Service 

• Total Build Budget Goslings 
^ tn-house Panel Manufacture 

• Closed Panel Var-u-Therm Syslem 

No other cofTipany offers the same tevel of 
service as Flight Homes 

Weiiington Buiiding, Earls Colne Business 
Park, Earls Colne, Essex C06 2NS 
Tel: 01787 222336 


Creators of truly bespoke homes for over 20 years 

www.flighthomes.uk ^ll g} VD 
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Unique Design 

A package supplier can now be a 
route to a one-off contemporary, 
as these homes by Potton (top), 
Baufritz (below) and Hanse 
Haus (bottom) go to show 


DESIGN 


The design sereiee offered hj paekage eompanies is desperately 
trying to moee away from the 'broehure’ approaeh of a deeade ago 

Elsewhere in this magazine we talk about the rise of 'contextual- 
ism' in house design — namely the idea that each new house 
should be a unique reaction to its specific environment. Which, 
traditionally, would have been bad news for the package com- 
panies selling strongly on a design style. Potton, for example, 
were known for many years for their distinct range of traditional 
homes (the Milchester rectory style, the cottage-inspired Cax- 
ton, the strong gables of the Gransden, and so on). It's worth 
noting as a slight adjunct here that of the 6,000 self-built homes 
that Potton have built since the late 1980s, there have been some 
2,200 unique designs produced — which rather puts paid to the 
theory that these package suppliers ever had a 'stock' house. But 
they were largely variations on a few common themes, and now 
Potton is turning much more towards bespoke, individual de- 
sign to meet customer needs. Steven Harding, spokesperson for 
German timber frame package supplier Baufritz, meanwhile says 
that it's their individual, architect-led approach to design that 
helps them to achieve planning for homes in sensitive locations 
such as Conservation Areas. 

So how do you pick between package companies? The choice 
comes down to the quality of the designers and their willingness 
to provide the type of services that you might expect from an 
independent architect (in many cases they are independent de- 
signers anyway). So try to find out as much as possible and ask 
questions. Who will handle your design, for instance? Can you 
meet them? Can you see previous examples of their work? 

Many package suppliers tend to bundle the costs of the de- 
sign service into the overall package price. That's good for you, 
in most respects, but be careful to ensure that it doesn't falsely 
reduce the importance of design to the wider scheme. Most ex- 
perts agree you should be spending between 7-12 per cent of 
your build costs on design to give it the time and consideration 
(and expertise) it needs. Be wary of companies who put your 
design through a plans farm or who seem to employ Just a few 
Junior in-house staff to be tasked with the mission of creating 
your perfect home. 
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<. SIP design 
& Manufacture 


< Full house ki 


Sipco have successfully completed ovef ^00 projects to date. 

We can provide references on our work and welcome potential clients 
to visit production facility to discuss their requlronoonts with our 
technical team. 


I Contact Information 

please visit our website 

www,thesi pcompany. com 
Of alternativeiv email 
info^thnipcom pany.com 

0844 335 3997 
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Slructurit 


Instlited 


Pansls 



MBC Timber Frame b a long established company that specialise in the production of super msulatedl^ precision 
engineered, energy efficient passive homes throughout the UK. We are a registered memher of the Striictiiral 
Timber Association and are quality accredited with an outstanding reputation for: 

Highest quality const ructf on standards and methods, 

Environmental compliance through the use of Eco-Friendly materials. 

Customer service, reliability, affordability and competitiveness in the market place. 

Craftsmanship and rigorous attention to detail 


At MBC our experience and continuous focus on quality enables our team to satisfy the specific needs and requirements 
of each individual project, while at the same time provide outstanding service and support to our clients. 


SUPERB ENERGY EFFICIENT TIMBER FRAME HOMES - REDUCED ENERGY COSTS 



UK Office: National Seif Building S Renovation Centre, Swindon 
T DiB04B06lB9 info@mbctimberframe.CQ.uk 


"structural 

TIMBER ASSOCIATION 

Aa^rreiilrd MemtuEr 



FSC 


Quality without Compromise 
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TURNKEY: 

A CASE STUDY 

Here 'show a genuine 
paekage approaeh works 

Hanse Haus is one of best-known Ger- 
man-based companies offering a genu- 
ine continental-style turnkey approach in 
the UK. They build around 25 houses each 
year in the UK and they are unashamed 
in wanting their customers to use them 
as a full package supplier — from design 
through to handover. According to their 
spokesperson. Josh Stanbury: "We sup- 
ply and build everything apart from the 
groundworks and the kitchen." 

Once the self-builder has been through 
the design stage (handled by a UK-based 
house designer) and signed up, they fly 
out to Hanse Haus's base in Germany and 
spend "a very intense" two or three days 
at the sample centre making all the deci- 
sions — from windows to internal doors 
to socket type and position. The price 
is then adjusted (Hanse have a standard 
specification with certain choices being 
premium) with any off-piste choices ac- 
counted for. Josh says: "People can have 
whatever they want — the sample cen- 
tre is very comprehensive and German 
fittings are of a higher basic standard 
than those in the UK, but if a self-builder 
wants something they've seen in an Ital- 
ian magazine, then we make it happen." 

Once signed and agreed (at which 
stage a portion of the total build price is 
deposited in a client account) the house 
is manufactured in Germany (usually over 
a two to four month period) during which 
time the groundworkers prepare things. 
"Then," says Josh, "the team of four or 
five builders come over from Germany, 
with the pre-built panels (which include 
plumbing and are even fitted with the 
doors) and the house is built — it's usu- 
ally watertight in three days and ready to 
move in to in 12 weeks." (!) 


PACKAGE SUPPLIER GUIDE 


26 of the best paekage eompanies to eheek out 


Potto n 

Bespoke design service; 
usually build in SIPs 
potton.co.uk 

Hanse Haus 

Closed panel timber 
frame package suppliers 
hanse-haus.co.uk 

Baufritz 

Closed panel timber 
frame package; uses 
natural, healthy 
materials 
baufritz.co.uk 

Westwind Oak 

Bespoke oak frames; 
design and build service 
westwindoak.com 

Welsh Oak Frame 

Bespoke oak frames with 
subsidised design (not a 
full package) 
welshoakframe.com 

Border Oak 

50 years experience in 
post and beam construc- 
tion. Bespoke design 
service; usually build 
in SIPs and oak frame 
borderoak.com 

Lakeland Timber Frame 

Timber frame design 
and build package; 
will do supply only 
lakelandtimberframe. 

co.uk 

Scandia-Hus 

Swedish timber 
frame supplier 
scandia-hus.co.uk 

Scotframe 

Timber frame home 


manufacturers 

scotframe.co.uk 

Oakwrights 

Bespoke oak frame 
homes 

oakwriqhts.co.uk 

Oakworth Homes 

Timber frame home 

manufacturer 

oakworthhomes.co.uk 

Meisterstiick-HAUS 

Super-airtight German 
package supplier 
meisterstueck.de 

Fairgrove Homes 

Package build supplier 
now offering a custom 
build service 
fairqrove.co.uk 

MBC Timber Frame 

Package supplier offering 
Passivhaus homes 
mbctimberframe.co.uk 

Fleming Homes 

They offer bespoke 
timber frame kit homes 
from supply-only to 
full turnkey 
fleminqhomes.co.uk 

Feeling Homes 

Full service design and 
build package from 
£l,200/m2 
feelinqhomes.com 

Fjord Hus 

Supplies and builds 
Scandinavian-style 
timber frame homes 
fiordhus.com 

SchworerHaus 

German-based timber 


frame package supplier 
schwoererhaus.de 

Dan-Wood 

Customised turnkey 
timber frame homes 
manufactured in Poland 
dan-wood. co.uk 

Flight Timber 

Hybrid SIPs timber frame 
supplier offering design 
and build packages 
fliqhttimber.co.uk 

Rob Roy Homes 

Manufacture bespoke 
timber frame kits 
robrovhomes.co.uk 

McGoldrick 

Developments 

Supply timber frame kits 
mcgoldrickdevelopment- 

sltd.co.uk 

Carpenter Oak 

Now reunited with 
Carpenter Oak b 
Woodland, they 
specialise in oak 
frame packages 
carpenteroak.com 

Taylor Lane 

Timber frame 
package suppliers 
tavlor-lane.co.uk 

English Brothers 

Bespoke timber frames 
enqlishbrothers.co.uk 

Design b Materials 

Offer masonry package 
services 

desiqnandmaterials. 

uk.com 
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thousands of products 

one name 



SIG Roofline combines specialist Roofline 
and Building Plastics businesses to deliver 
unrivalled service, products and expertise 
under one trusted name. 


■ Incredible Choice 

Thousands of specialist 
products from leading 
manufacturers 

■ Reliable Delivery 

Over 70 dedicated vehicles 
delivering nationwide 


■ Over 60 branches 
nationwide 

With essential products 
in stock 

■ Expert Advice 

In branch and direct 
to you on-site 



www.si^roofline.co.uk 

ROOFLINE 

RAINWATER 

WINDOWS 


Visit your local SIG Roofline branch at one of over 60 
locations nationwide or visit our website to find out more 


BUILD COSTS 


How Much to 
Tile My Roof? 

Whether you opt for slate or tile, your roof covering budget will vary as your 
choice will have a big impact on labour costs too, says David Snell 


T he choice of roof cover- 
ing can have a significant 
impact on the eventual 
look of the home. And yet, 
in the initial stages, much 
more attention is lavished 
on the layout and the external cladding 
of the walls. However, it is the roof that 
makes an enclosure into a home and 
the choices tend to reflect the region in 
which the home is built. 

Of course, there are many forms of 
roof covering, from the traditional thatch 
to the more contemporary sheet roofing; 
not to mention green roofing, which is taking up an increasing 
chunk of the market. Nevertheless, for most self-builders the 
choices revolve around plain tiles, interlocking tiles and slates. 

The costs set out below relate to a modest L-shaped bun- 
galow with a roof area of around ISOm^ and with one valley, 
hip and ridge tiles, and a universal dry hip and ridge system. 
To simplify the comparison, the same clay ridge and hip tiles 
are specified. The valleys for the plain tile and slate options 
are assumed to be lead, while the valley for the interlocking 
tile option is GRP. (If valley tiles were required for the plain tile 
option the price would subsequently increase, as each valley 
tile would cost around £5.) 

In Scotland, a layer of sarking decking is required over the 
trusses and beneath the underfelt, necessitating counter bat- 
tening down the roof. 

Plain Tiles 

These are the small - usually 267x165mm - rectangular tiles 
that give so many country properties that distinct feeling of 
mellowness. Traditionally they were made of clay and they 
often had a camber naturally built into them in one or both 
directions, causing them to lie slightly unevenly. Modern ver- 
sions in either clay or concrete can mimic this, but the old- 
er and more traditional tiles are still available — albeit often 
handmade and, therefore, much more expensive. 

Of the three mainstream roof covering choices, plain tiles, 
whether clay or concrete, tend to be the most expensive, and 
that's mainly down to the increased labour costs of having to 
lay and fix around 60 tiles per square metre. Added to this, the 


Above: Handmade Clay 

These charming roof tiles, with blue in 
the blend, are from Heritage Clay Tiles 


overlap on the tiles means that there is practically three times 
the amount of battening required and, while the batten itself is 
cheap, the labour to fix it is much more intensive. 

Rosemary machine-made clay roof tiles 


Tiles (10,716 tiles (a £450/1,000 £4,822.20 

- Labour (14 days) £3,528.00 

Breathable membrane (5 rolls) £324.60 

Batten ((a 31p per metre) £527.85 

- Labour to underfelt and batten £2,666.52 

Eaves support tray labour and material £239.81 

Universal dry hip and ridge system 

and ridge and hip tiles £3,989.00 

- Labour (5 days) £1,260.00 

Valley lead £92.42 

- Labour £36.12 

Nails and fixings £81.18 

Waste clearance £295.00 

Total £17,862.70 


Interlocking Tiles 

This is the cheapest roof covering option and it is the one that 
many volume housebuilders default to for that very reason. 



Homebuilding.co.uk | 139 





Vieo. Just imagine... 


Vieo is the cost-effective, convenient alternative 
to traditional metal roofing and cladding. 

It provides clean lines as part of a new build 
or refurbishment and is the perfect complement 
to modern aspirational homes. 



Simply take flat pan metal panels with pre-formed edges, 
sit them on a stainless steel clip and mechanically fold them 
to create a clever seam. Easy! The result: aesthetically 
pleasing roof and wall cladding in less time and with less 
hassle than you could imagine. 

Vieo can be supplied in steel, aluminium and natural 
metals such as zinc. A huge range of colours and finishes, 
is available including VieoZinc; an aluminium material 
with a zinc-rich coating, providing the look of zinc at half 
the cost. 

Vieo is suitable for any application, be it large or small, 
and can be fixed to a timber, metal or SIPs substrate on 
the roof or walls. So, visit the website, give us a call or 
send us an e-mail to find out more. 


vTeo 

SEAMS SO SIMPLE 


Euro Clad Ltd Wentloog Corporate Park Cardiff CF3 2ER 
T: 02922 01 01 01 I: www.vieoroof.com 


BUILD COSTS ROOFS 


Once again, there are many versions both in clay and con- 
crete with some that mimic traditional single roll pantiles, 
some that emulate (without close inspection) the flat planes 
of slate roofs and then there are others which unashamedly 
present a profile in their own right. 

Just because they are the cheapest option, doesn't mean 
that they don't have a place in self-build, particularly where 
many infill plots have to fit in with existing styles and choices 
of materials. 

Each interlocking tile costs over twice the cost of a plain tile. 
But, at an average of 11 to the square metre, far fewer tiles are 
needed and the labour costs for fixing them are significantly 
reduced. The cost of battening the roof is also much less as 
the gauge or distance between the battens is 300mm or more. 


Marley Modern interlocking roof tiles 

Tiles (1,980 tiles (a £1,100/1,000) £2,153.80 

- Labour (7 days) £1,764.00 

Breathable membrane (5 rolls) £324.60 

Batten ((a 31p per metre) £139.50 

- Labour to underfelt and batten £756.00 

Eaves support tray labour and material £239.81 

Universal dry hip and ridge system 

and ridge and hip tiles £3,989.00 

- Labour (5 days) £1,260.00 

GRP valley labour and materials £61.00 

Nails and fixings £81.18 

Waste clearance £295.00 

Total £11,063.89 


Slates 

The waterways and canals of the Victorian era made the trans- 
portation of slates from the Welsh hills much easier and their 
use and popularity grew. Today, they are still one of the most 
popular forms of roof covering, despite the fact that only a tiny 
minority come from Wales and the rest of the UK. 

Natural slates are now imported from China, Brazil and 
Spain in colours that can closely follow the traditional, and 
much more expensive, Welsh equivalents. 

Natural slates, like plain tiles, do not have any drips or con- 
tours and therefore have to be laid in such a way that every part 
of the roof is covered. This means that they are treble lapped, 
whereby, if one drilled down through any slate, you would be 
going through three slates before you got to the underfelt. 



Interlocking Clay (That Looks Like Slate) 

Wienerberger's Rivius clay roof tile (it is coloured to look like 
slate) reduces labour costs due it being interlocking and its 
10 per cent larger format. Coverage is 9.5 tiles per and 
the cost is approximately £1.40/tile — totalling £13.30/m2 


Man-made slates are also available — those that directly 
mimic natural slates are no cheaper but are perhaps slight- 
ly more durable. Others conspire to look like natural slates, 
while actually being interlocking; whether they ever achieve 
their goal of looking like the real thing is debatable. 


Natural Spanish slates 

Slates (3,547 slates (a £1.27 each) £4,504.69 

- Labour (12 days) £3,024.00 

Breathable membrane (5 rolls) £324.60 

Batten ((a 31p per metre) £263.93 

- Labour to underfelt and batten £1,389.60 

Eaves support tray labour and material £239.81 

Universal dry hip and ridge system 

and ridge and hip tiles £3,989.00 

- Labour (5 days) £1,260.00 

Valley lead £92.42 

- Labour £36.12 

Nails and fixings £81.18 

Waste clearance £295.00 

Total £15,500.35 


FLAT ROOF COSTS 

Flat roofs tend to be priced on a supply and 
fit basis with some packages (e.g. single 
ply) including build-up, insulation, etc. as 
well. This all means comparing like for like is 
tricky. However, here are the headline prices 
for those wishing to put something in their 
budget at an initial stage: 


FELT (TORCH-ON METHOD): Approximately 
£40-£50/m2 fitted. 

EDPM SINGLE PLY: Around ESO/m^ fitted. 
FIBREGLASS GRP: Approximately 
£90/m^ (including lead flashing, 
trim and installation). 

GREEN ROOF: From ESO/m^ for a sedum roof 


to £200/m2 for a fully planted intensive roof 
(bear in mind that any reinforcements that 
may be needed for the roof will cost extra). 
METAL: Lead costs anything from around 
£50/m^ not including installation. Zinc and 
copper are more at around ElOO/m^ — again, 
this does not include installation. o 
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WELSH 
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Everyone has a different concept of ■ 
perfection. For us, each new project I 
means working with our client to si 

discover what their dream oak framed : ^ 
house would look like. >■ K- 'M 


-And because we don't simply build' 
homes, but craft them, we realise 
those dreams down to the last detail 




realising your 
perfect home 


Contact us today to discover more... ^ ! 

.wvvw.welshoakframe.com 01686 688 000 -^ 


To achieve perfection, first dream it. 

Then talk to us. 







BUILD COSTS COST GUIDE 


The Build Cost Calculator 

A simple cost-estimating guide for people building their own home 


O ne of the most important aspects when planning your 
self-build or home renovation/extension project is 
working out how much it is going to cost. 

This figure will depend on the size and shape of the house, 
the level of your own involvement, where in the country you 
intend to build, and the materials you're going to use. If you 
can make even rough decisions about these factors, then you 
can begin to work out how much it is going to cost. 

As a very general rule of thumb, expect 

a building plot to cost between a third 
and a half of the end value of the finished 
house. The costs of building a house 
will then depend on the variables listed 
above. All building work is usually quoted 
on a cost/m^ basis. For example, a typi- 
cal new four bedroom self-built home is 
around 200rr\^ (with lOOm^ on two sto- 


reys) and usually varies between £900-£l,500/m2 (although 
self-builders achieve costs between £300-£3,000/m^). 

Renovation costs are more difficult to establish as they in- 
volve many variables, but allow at least £l,000-£l,300/m2 
for work. This, added to the cost of the plot/house and with 
a 10-30 per cent contingency, should result in less than the 
final end value of the house. 

The table below, based on information from the Build Cost 
Information Service (part of RIGS), is up- 
dated monthly to help you work out a 
more accurate estimate (note, howev- 
er, that these figures are for build costs 
only and do not account for VAT, which 
is not charged for self-build projects). 
There is an interactive online version at 
www.homebuildinq.co.uk/calculator 

which guides you through the process. (!) 


HOW TO USE THE TABLE 

1 . Identify your build route from the four 
options; 2 . Identify your expected level of 
specification: 'standard', 'good' or 'excellent'; 

3 . Identify the estimated size of your finished 
house (either single or two/more storeys); 

4 . Choose your location; 5 . Multiply the figure 
by your house size (the internal floor area). 


BUILD ROUTE A BUILD ROUTE B BUILD ROUTE C BUILD ROUTE D 

(DIY + Subbies) (Subbies) (Builder/Subbies) (Main Contractor) 


SINGLE STOREY 

Standard 

Good 

Excellent 

Standard 

Good 

Excellent 

Standard 

Good 

Excellent 

Standard 

Good 

Excellent 

>90m2 

1 Greater London 

1212 

1402 

1686 

1283 

1484 

1785 

1354 

1567 

1884 

1426 

1649 

1984 1 


South-East 

1063 

1230 

1479 

1125 

1302 

1566 

1188 

1375 

1653 

1250 

1447 

1740 


1 NW, SW, East b Scotland 

966 

1119 

1345 

1023 

1185 

1425 

1080 

1251 

1504 

1137 

1317 

1583 1 


Mids, Yorks, NE& Wales 

924 

1070 

1286 

979 

1133 

1362 

1033 

1196 

1438 

1087 

1259 

1513 

91-160m2 

1 Greater London 

1100 

1347 

1750 

1175 

1426 

1853 

1240 

1505 

1956 

1305 

1584 

2059 1 


South-East 

974 

1181 

1534 

1031 

1250 

1525 

1088 

1319 

1715 

1145 

1389 

1805 


1 NW.SW. East & Scotland 

886 

1075 

1397 

938 

1138 

1479 

990 

1201 

1562 

1042 

1264 

1644 1 


Mids, Yorks, NE & Wales 

847 

1028 

1336 

897 

1088 

1414 

947 

1149 

1493 

997 

1209 

1572 

161m2+ 

1 Greater London 

988 

1296 

1626 

1046 

1372 

1721 

1104 

1449 

1817 

1162 

1525 

1913 1 


South-East 

866 

1136 

1426 

917 

1203 

1510 

968 

1270 

1594 

1019 

1337 

1678 


1 NW, SW, East b Scotland 

788 

1034 

1298 

835 

1095 

1375 

881 

1155 

1451 

927 

1216 

1528 1 


Mids, Yorks, NE & Wales 

753 

989 

1241 

798 

1047 

1314 

842 

1106 

1387 

886 

1164 

1460 


TWO STOREY 

90-130m2 1 

Greater London 

1166 

1349 

1657 

1235 

1428 

1755 

1303 

1508 

1852 

1372 

1587 

1950 1 


South-East 

1023 

1183 

1454 

1083 

1253 

1539 

1143 

1322 

1625 

1203 

1392 

1710 

1 

NWLSW- East & Scotland 

930 

1077 

1324 

985 

1140 

1402 

1040 

1204 

1480 

1094 

1267 

1557 1 


Mids, Yorks, NE& Wales 

889 

1030 

1265 

942 

1091 

1339 

994 

1151 

1414 

1046 

1212 

1488 

131-220m2 r 

Greater London 

982 

1189 

1508 

1040 

1259 

1597 

1098 

1329 

1685 

1155 

1399 

1774 1 


South-East 

862 

1043 

1323 

912 

1105 

1400 

963 

1166 

1478 

1014 

1227 

1556 

1 

NW, SW, East b Scotland 

783 

950 

1203 

830 

1005 

1274 

876 

1061 

1345 

922 

1117 

1416 1 


Mids, Yorks, NE& Wales 

750 

907 

1150 

794 

961 

1218 

838 

1014 

1286 

882 

1068 

1354 

221m2+ f 

Greater London 

906 

1160 

1456 

959 

1228 

1542 

1013 

1297 

1627 

1066 

1365 

1713 1 


South-East 

795 

1017 

1278 

842 

1077 

1353 

889 

1137 

1428 

936 

1196 

1504 

1 

NW, SW, East b Scotland 

723 

925 

1163 

766 

980 

1231 

808 

1034 

1299 

851 

1089 

1368 1 


Mids, Yorks, NE b Wales 

692 

885 

1112 

733 

937 

1177 

773 

989 

1243 

814 

1041 

1308 


WANT MORE BUILD COST ADVICE? 

Visit our interactive build cost calculator online: homebuildinq.co.uk/calculator 
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Benjamin Allen 


Full Design & Build Specialist- 

- Full turnkey pach^es, from design through to completion » 

- FJjted price cootraett 

- Based in South E.ast Englandr 


Tel; 01175 345351 - Email; Info^Benjamin-Allemco.ulK 
Old Market Garden, ktye Oitchllng, BN6 SUB - 


w ww, Bcnja rnin-Alleo .co.uk 



Improve your outlook with ARBOR sliding and 
folding timber doors. Manufactured to order in 
European Oak and durable hardwoods. 


1 385 Park Awwiue, Artec Wtet, 
BflSIol 6532 4RX 

Tel: 01454 270039 

Fax: 01454 270049 

emaM; salu@arborwinsys.CD.jk 


ARBOR* 


BUILDING BEAUTIFUL HOMES 



Creative Bespoke Design 
Planning & Building Approvals 
Friendly Professional Service 
Fixed Price Build Quote 
44 Years of Self Build Know How 


Design :i Materials 

CREATING BESPOKl HOMES 


Freephone 0333 001 5128 www.designandmaterials.uk.com 







The Ultimate in House Design Inspiration 

1,000s More Ideas for Your New Home 


WHAT'S NEW AT 

homebuilding.co.uk 


Brand New Sourcebook 


Browse Key Suppliers You Won't Find Elsewhere 

Easy-to-find Advice 

from Independent Experts on All Aspects of Self-building and Extending 

• 

Share Your Projects 



and See What 100s of Other Self-builders and Renovators Are Doing 


Visit 


homebuilding.co.uk 

00(S)0^ 


today 
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EXCEL, LONDON I STAND 
25-27 SEPT 2015 I MUG 


Turn your smartphone 

into a thermal imager. 


SEEK. 
FIND. 
AND FIX. 


Windows & Doors: 

“ Energy Efficiency 
■ Window Drafts 
Plumbers: 

* Clogged Pipes 

* Water Leaks 8i Seals 


Drywalierst 

■ Moisture In Walls 

■ Insulation 
Floors: 

» Water Damage 
* Rodents A Pests 
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^lOGSDIREa 

Working hard to keep you worm 

Wfiether you ore looking For Isi In-dried crates, heopi 
oF wood or simply q few hogs pf seasoned fimher , 
Logs Dired are guaranteed lo hove o solution br youi 

Ffom iheir base in North iancashire and ih rough 
diBitributor& ocross the country, Direct Lid offers 
hae del Wary throughout molnlarid UK 


We're alreody ^kKliing «p Ipr Ihe wwit 
»f winiwr - on 

Oiv^ US a coil to discuss /our en -going regu(r«m«nrs 
< BHI FUEL SUPPLIER fOfl LOGS/ PELLETS / BRIQUETTES 


HHHianl Rolipc of MJIn^dneil Nandt 
Wood Producfft 

3^ <anipLof« iijppiy ol Cool and Smokofea^ 
Fuob 

3^ Long lffalk|i#h«d Mmily^baud Company 

A cotuppany titot Ltfolf on family 

basetl wHicfi have builf Hia 

bucinoi* to wfiaro ore tadoy 

» Norma! Dnlivory Torm»: 3-7 Working 
Days or N«xf ttay Ndtiofiwfde^ if tioedad 


www.logsdirect.co.uk 

Telephone 01524 812 476 





Easy to install 

Combine UFH with radiator systems 
Zonal control 

Simple energy saving solution 
Control via the JG Aura App 


Wiretess radiator ccwitrol 

To allow snaart radiaEor controil. tlie JG Aura TRV system 
needs to incorporate JO Aura Wireless ThefTriostats, 



Homebuilding 

&Renovating f^u „ Jj 

JG Aura Coordinator and a JG Aira Witness Boiter Receiver, 

info@johnguBSt. com 

speedfitUFH.co. uk 

EXCEL, LONDON' 

STAND 

C120 


EST. 1961 

ASlHf pAVlTWAli BOB*! | 









The Art of 

Repointing 

At some stage in the life of your home, 
the mortar between your masonry will 
need repointing. Natasha Brinsmead 
gives you the whens, whys and hows 




NATASHA BRINSMEAD 
is our Associate Editor and an 
experienced renovator. She's in 
the middle of a major renovation 
and extension of an Edwardian 
home — a lot of it DIY 


D on't underestimate the importance of pointing. 

When it comes to brickwork and stonework, 
the mortar can account for around 15 per 
cent of the overall surface area and has a huge 
overall impact on the success of your wall. 
Done badly, with poorly mixed mortar spread 
all over the brick itself, and/or if the mortar is too dominant, it 
can spoil even the best brick — done well, it can give an alluring 
texture and shadow to any elevation. 

As the primary defence against water ingress, as well as hav- 
ing a vital structural role, mortar is a critical aspect of a home's 
maintenance schedule and shouldn't be ignored. When tak- 
ing on older homes it should be high on the priority list — it 
can often be a source of leaks and damp in homes in need of 
wider renovation. Given the requirement for working at heights 
repointing is usually a job that is outsourced to a professional. 
But how do you approach it? 

The Basics 

Mortar is the substance that separates individual masonry 
units from one another — not, as many people believe, holds 
them together. It also fills any irregularities that might occur 
on the bedding faces of the bricks or blocks. Whether your 


home is built of brick, stone or concrete blocks, mortar will 
play an important part in your home's construction. 

Mortar is - or should be - softer than your bricks and this 
is why at some point in the life of a building, it will begin to 
show signs of ageing due to the weathering. Believe it or not, 
you want this to happen — the alternative is that the mortar is 
harder than the bricks and that they take the brunt of weather- 
ing, eroding and meaning portions of wall need to be rebuilt, 
which can be an expensive and disruptive Job. 

Repointing is simply the task of renewing the outer portion 
of the mortar Joint, and a good repointing Job on your home 
should last up to 50 or 60 years. 
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INTRODUCING THE FUTURE OF HEATING! 


The most efficient air source heat pump in the world is now available in the UK and brought to you 

exclusively by Ice Energy Technologies* 



The NEW AirX air source heat pump from IVT combines innovative design with market-leading performance to 
provide a total heating and hot water solution for your home. 

Rated best in class when tested against 190 other heat pumps, the AirX is: 


• 21% more efficient than its closest competitor 

• Capable of producing higher efficiency rates than some ground source heat pumps 

• Quieter than any of its competitors 

• Able to receive Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI) payments 

• Provided with an industry-leading warranty as standard for additional peace of mind 

• Available with a FREE underfloor heating kit of up to 40sqm 

^ ICE 3NERGY 

To find out how you could enjoy lower heating bills and generate income from the RHI, 

call our dedicated sales team on 0808 145 2340 

TECHNOLOGIES 

*ln a Danish test of 190 heat pumps. 



www.iceenergy.co.uk 




ADVICE REPOINTING 



HOWTO GET IT RIGHT 

• Rake out the damaged areas of mortar. This is usually done 
using a hammer and chisel. In areas where the mortar has 
come very loose, only the chisel will be needed to remove it. 
Using a narrow chisel around windows and doors minimises 
the risk of pushing loose pieces further in around the frames. 

• The use of an angle grinder should really be avoided — it 
is easy to slip and damage the face of the brickwork or stone 
and is unnecessary with most traditional lime-based mortars. 
The only time an angle grinder may be unavoidable is when 
removing super-hard cement-based pointing. 

• When you have a space large enough to take the new mortar, 
stop raking out and brush the joints down to remove dust and 
smaller pieces of remaining mortar. Then give the Joints a spray 
with water — this helps the new mortar dry out evenly. Wait 
for the water to dry off before beginning to repoint. 

• It is hugely important to ensure that each batch of mortar 
you mix up is the same in order for the look to be consistent. 
Aim to replicate the colour, texture and durability of the existing 
mortar. This may mean using several different sands together 
until the desired result is achieved. 

Make sure you carefully measure each component of your 
mortar and make a note of the quantities used to ensure each 
bucket load matches the last. The final mix should have a firm 
but workable consistency. 

• Beginning from the top down (in order to keep any dust and 
water spray away from freshly repointed Joints), push the mortar 
firmly into the prepared joints, ensuring you leave no gaps. 

A slightly open final texture tends to look more attractive than 
a very smooth one. An easy way to achieve this is to gently rub 
the filled Joint with a stick or rubber, and then to softly brush 
it over before it dries. 

• To avoid the new mortar drying out too quickly, spray the 
Joints lightly with water from time to time. 


When to Repoint 

If you can easily see open Joints around the mortar bed, then it 
is time to think about repointing. 

The good news is that this is a straightforward Job and the 
materials required to carry it out are not expensive. On the 
downside, it is a fairly labour-intensive task, meaning the cost of 
employing a builder to do it for you may be considerable — you 
might also find it hard to pin down a tradesperson who will be 
willing to come out to do bits and bobs of repointing. 

For this reason, many people choose to carry out repoint- 
ing on a DIY basis, as and when the need arises. Obviously this 
requires scaffolding hire and a head for heights in most cases. 

"Cement mortars are harder, more 
brittle and less porous than lime and 
will weather slower than the bricks" 

Which Mortar? 

A large range of textures and colours (from dark to light) can be 
achieved when mixing mortar. The majority of homes built up to 
and including the Victorian era used lime mortar. The use of ce- 
ment in repointing mixes does tend to be a bad thing (although 
it is still frequently done) causing decay to occur earlier than 
with lime mixes and damp more likely to raise its head. Cement 
mortars are harder, more brittle and less porous than lime and 
will weather slower than the bricks themselves. 

Mortars containing cement tend to be more susceptible to salt 
and sulphate attack, while mortars containing only lime (putty 
or hydraulic) and sand are not vulnerable to this kind of dam- 
age. Lime mortars are more expensive than cement — but in the 
long run they can actually save money as putting right problems 
caused by inappropriate cement mixes can be costly. (!) 
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ADVICE 


How to Got the Best 
From Your Architect 

It's one of the most important working relationships you'll have 
during a self-build or renovation project. Our panel of architects 
reveal how to make the most of the service they offer 

CHOOSING AN ARCHITECT 


BUILD A GOOD RELATIONSHIP 

"A strong rapport can make all the difference. It cannot be over- 
stated how important relationships are: between client and 
architect, client and builder, and builder and architect. Even 
the smallest project requires a sense of 'simpatico' and trust 
to complete, while a new build represents a huge leap of faith. 

"Clients should like their architect and vice versa, but more 
importantly they have to be able to trust them. It is likely that 
there will be difficult stages during the design and construc- 
tion process, and it makes a great deal of difference to the 
project if both parties trust each other and feel that the other 
has their back during more challenging times. 

"Do what the Japanese do before signing business 
deals — go out for a drink with them (karaoke is optional)." 
Kieran Gaffney, Konishi Gaffney 

CHOOSE SOMEONE WHO CAN DELIVER ON THE DETAIL 

"In order to manage this wonderful process we call self-build, 
finding the right architectural fit is critical to the success of 
a project. The architect you choose must, as a general rule, 
be flexible, have a good sense of humour (even during the 
difficult times in the build), be a good collaborator and com- 
municator, general councillor, strong concept designer, stay 
calm in every situation and have an excellent eye for detail. 

"Overall, choose someone you trust, get along with and 
who is going to deliver you an original crafted home. Don't 
choose the cheapest — interview several architects. Ask ex- 
actly what their deliverables are in terms of service, draw- 
ings, reports and managing the process of planning, ten- 
dering the building project and delivering the detail on site. 
Anyone can sketch and draft out a concept, but who out 
there can really deliver the detail; the real architecture? 

"To deliver truly great projects you also need to be pre- 
pared to compromise, as clients' budgets only stretch so far. 
Find an architect who can think creatively about the use of 
different types of space and materials, while still achieving 
the end result — that is a real skill." 

Darren Bray, PAD Studio 


TRUST YOUR INSTINCT 

"Don't be tempted to rule out architects that charge a fee for 
the first visit/meeting — the best architects are busy and you 
are very likely to receive great advice and creative inspiration 
from talking to them, so there is a value attached. 

"Trust your instincts at this stage. The best projects result 
when architect and client instinctively understand each oth- 
er. You'll spend a lot of time working together, revealing your 
personal dreams, wildest aspirations and day-to-day practical 
needs. Family politics, births, life plans and finances will need 
to be considered, so it's crucial that you feel comfortable with 
your architect and that they can empathise with you. 

"You may be happy to place your trust in one person at 
this stage — in which case, you need to make sure that you 
are comfortable with their fee proposal and away you go. 
Or, you may invite proposals from more than one archi- 
tect. Consider these carefully but remember that the differ- 
ence between fees will be a tiny proportion of your over- 
all spend. A good architect will design, specify and manage 
your project efficiently and add more value to your home." 
Kate Cooper, Absolute Architecture 

TALK PROJECT BUDGET FROM THE OUTSET 
"Be realistic about budget and timescales, and talk about 
these at the beginning of the project — the architect will ad- 
vise on this based on similar experience," says Colm Tamney 
of AIR Architects. "Budget is vital from the outset, whether 
that is a project budget or build budget. Fees for all con- 
sultants and statutory fees are often overlooked (and not to 
forget the dreaded VAT on alterations/extension projects)," 
adds Neil Wall of Studio West Architects 

LOOK AT THEIR SOCIAL MEDIA, TOO 

"It's a fairly easy task to search online for local architects and 
the better ones tend to have a good online presence. Look at 
social media pages as well, as these are often better at com- 
municating an architect's personality and likes and dislikes, as 
well as current projects ' Kate Cooper, Absolute Architecture 
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CHOOSE AN ARCHITECT WITH LOCAL KNOWLEDGE 

"Do your research. Working with a local architect is always 
helpful. They will know the area, have relationships with plan- 
ners, builders and suppliers, and they will be nnore available to 
you. Seek recommendations from friends, look at buildings you 
like in your area and find out who the architect was (planning 
records can help)," says Kate Cooper of Absolute Architecture. 

Neil Wall of Studio West Architects adds: "They will also 
know the local terrain, and be in tune with the local context 
on many levels. They'll know the vernacular and how to use 
that when coming up with a design. They'll also know the way 
local planning works its restrictions, and how to manoeuvre 
around them to try and get the dream house you want. Finally, 
it's very important your architect is on hand to visit the site." 

GOOD DESIGN DOESN'T HAVE TO BE EXPENSIVE 

"It's crucial to employ an architect who listens to what you say 
and responds to your concerns. All architects have different 
interests and business models, so you need to find one that 
is right for the budget and design ambitions. Ask them lots of 
questions on the phone and when you meet, and see how they 
respond. Good design takes time and, therefore, costs money, 
but a well-designed building doesn't have to be expensive. Push 
the architects on costs. Ask about some of their recent projects, 
what the budgets were and how much they actually cost. Can 
they explain to you what your budget means you can achieve?" 
Graham Bizley, Prewett Bizley Architects 

LOOK FOR AN ARCHITECT WHO SHARES YOUR VISION 

"It is essential that a client is familiar with the work of their 
chosen architect and shares similar taste in design. It is 
pointless appointing an architect known for producing im- 
maculate glass cubes if your vision is of rustic stone. 

"Most clients choose an architect as they have a track 
record of producing similar sorts of projects to their own. 
Experience working on a particular building typology yields 
a depth of experience and research for an architect to draw 
on. Often underestimated, though, is that architects are 
adept at designing a whole range of buildings." 

David Nossiter, David Nossiter Architects 

START WITH A FEASIBILITY STUDY 

"This is often a long-term relationship that you are estab- 
lishing, involving a long process of decision-making and 
substantial sums of money. It is essential that you do your 
homework, seek recommendations from other clients, visit 
completed projects and understand as much as possible 
about the way in which your preferred architect works. 

"This works both ways, of course, and all clients come 
with their own set of demands, relationship dynamics and 
financial constraints. We tend to recommend starting with 
a feasibility study, which develops and tailors a brief that fits 
the site, budget and time frame, and explores initial design 
proposals. This initial pre-planning period is financially low 
risk for the client and allows both parties to establish trust 
and to understand each other's role for the Journey ahead." 
Niall Maxwell, Rural Office for Architecture ^ 
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ADVICE GETTING THE BEST FROM YOUR ARCHITECT 


DEVELOPING A BRIEF 


PROVIDE INSIGHT INTO YOUR LIFESTYLE 

"Before you hire an architect to design your dream self-build, 
you need to prepare a brief for them to work with. Creating 
this brief is one of the most important things you will do, and 
not taking time to consider it carefully can be detrimental to 
the success of the project. The brief is an ever-evolving docu- 
ment, which first sets out a 'wishlist' of priorities your dream 
home should include. As a minimum, it should cover the ba- 
sics, such as the number of rooms required, or the architec- 
tural styles you like or dislike. 

"How you and your family live in your home is an important 
factor to keep in mind, too. For instance, do you come home 
from work and all congregate around a breakfast bar in the 
kitchen, with the kids completing homework while mum and 
dad cook dinner? These types of scenarios are fundamental to 
thinking out your design brief criteria. Consider how your self- 
build will function as a family home and what spaces need to 
be your priority. 

"It's also recommended you match the scale of your project 
with a practice with the required experience. For example, if your 
project has the potential to be a large-scale one, finding an ar- 
chitect with a good track record of bigger projects is sensible." 

Allan Corfield, Allan Corfield Architects 

FIND OUT WHO WILL LEAD ON YOUR PROJECT 

"Ask who will be involved in the project from the office, on a 
day-to-day basis and at higher level. Find out who will be the 
main point of contact and what their experience is." 

Colm Tamney, AIR Architects 


TRUST IS KEY TO DEVELOPING A DESIGN 

"In order to design your home, your architect needs to 
fully understand your life. It takes more than a simple 
brief about how many bedrooms you need, or how big 
the kitchen should be. We spend as much time as we 
can with you, making sure we understand the logistics, 
the order and the pace of your life, prior to us getting 
to a design stage. We spend time getting to know you, 
so that we can collate as much information as we can 
to go forward with your dream home. From this, a huge 
amount of trust tends to develop and with this estab- 
lished level of confidence, you're happy to let us get on 
with the work, safe in the knowledge of knowing we've 
learnt enough about you to do a good Job. 

"The success of the project is based on this trust- 
ful connection and is what helps to shape a truly 
great project. The rapport between client and archi- 
tect can almost be treated like a friendship; it's great 
to be able to create these relationships with people 
and it's part of why I love being an architect so much." 
Andy Ramus, Director of AR Design Studio 


SIMPLE SKETCHES AND MOOD BOARDS HELP 

"Often simple sketched plans of a layout - such as a bubble 
diagram of how rooms should connect or relate - can be 
helpful. This is often altered or influenced by the site, its ori- 
entation and any potential views, but is a good starting point. 
Style boards of the types of buildings, interiors or features 
you like are really helpful." Neil Wall, Studio West Architects 

MAKE CHANGES DURING THIS STAGE - NOTTHE BUILD 

"A good client understands that achieving their design is a 
complex procedure that requires the architect to lead a team 
of specialists, from the structural engineer to the builder. We 
have meetings with our clients during each stage of the pro- 
cess to review the designs and agree the next steps to be tak- 
en. We encourage all our clients to ask questions if they do not 
understand anything or find reading the drawings challenging. 
3D visuals help to explain ideas and are now common for all 
but the smallest of projects. 

"It is also important to realise that no matter how well de- 
signed and thorough the organisation of a project, the build- 
ing process is always one of discovery. This is particularly so 
when working with existing buildings; there are inevitably hid- 
den historical defects. Contingencies should be in place. Some 
elements can be standardised, but every project is unique and 
bespoke in its own way. 

"What architects also wish to avoid as far as possible are 
changes to the designs once the project is in the construc- 
tion phase. Minor amendments are inevitable, but client 
changes on site nearly always impact on time and cost." 

David Nossiter, David Nossiter Architects 

DON'T CLOSE YOURSELF OFF TO OPPORTUNITY 

"A good client isn't after an easy ride — a great client wants 
to challenge their architect and is open to being challenged. 
A design brief isn't a fixed thing, it's a starting point that needs 
questioning and testing throughout the process. Design and 
briefing go hand in hand and a good client embraces that pro- 
cess knowing it can lead them to a more coherent, specific 
and enjoyable solution that delights them every day they use 
it. A client that starts knowing exactly what they want has al- 
ready closed themselves off to so much potential; solutions 
that surprise are often the ones that stick." 

Paul Testa, Paul Testa Architecture 

COST THE PROJECT ACCURATELY 

"The best client relations happen when you have a clear budg- 
et, and you can define your requirements in the design and 
specification stages and stick to them, with a project drawn 
in detail and costed accurately with funds secured. Don't 
forget the contingency — 10 per cent is a sensible amount 
to set aside for any unforeseens; there's always some." 
Neil Wall, Studio West Architects 
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ADVICE GETTING THE BEST FROM YOUR ARCHITECT 


APPOINTING AN ARCHITECT 
& TROUBLESHOOTING 


COMMON PROJECT PITFALLS TO AVOID 

"With any project there can be various pitfalls: some of the 
most obvious to consider include not paying for a professional 
survey at the start of the works. When considering extension 
and renovation works, a proper survey, prior to your architect 
commencing with the design, is invaluable. You will be safe in 
the knowledge that walls have been drawn at the right thick- 
ness, and in the right place, which can affect the structural 
design. Also, other issues will have been highlighted during the 
survey, which, if not taken into account, could cost extra while 
on site — such as the positions of trees with a Tree Preserva- 
tion Order or manholes adopted by sewerage companies that 
may charge for you to build over/near a public sewer. By hav- 
ing a professional survey in place at the outset, you can factor 
these extra costs into your budget from an early stage, or pos- 
sibly design around them. 

"It's always best to inform your architect during the design 
phase if there are items you want to change. It is a lot less ex- 
pensive to change a design on paper than it is to make chang- 
es on site. If you don't understand elements of the design, ask 
your architect to explain it further. 

"Tendering without a schedule of works or bill of quantities 
is another pitfall. Working drawings are extremely informative 
but they don't go into fine detail and specify the materials you 
want. For example, one client expected the use of an expen- 
sive chalk-based paint but, because this was not written on the 
drawings, the contractor had allowed for trade emulsion. We 
tender with working drawings and a schedule of works to give 
as much information as possible. It may cost more to have the 
schedule of works written, but can save money, and stress, in 
the long run by avoiding ambiguity while on site. 

"Choosing a builder without seeing their work is another mis- 
take. Prior to tendering we advise our clients to visit a builder's 
past projects to ensure the client is satisfied with the quality of 
work they see. When we tender with a new builder, we ask them 
for a reference from both a client and a previous architect; we 
talk to these referees to understand their view on the builder's 
speed on site, quality of works and how costs were handled. 
From there we consider whether they should tender or not." 
Lesley Hally, LA Hally Architect 

CHANGING ARCHITECT DURING THE PROCESS 

"If things are not working out with your architect, you should 
terminate the working relationship as soon as possible. This 
should not happen, though, if research and homework is done 
before and you've met with two or three architects and seen 
examples of their work — and met with their previous clients. 

"If feesare paid in accordance with theappointmentwith your 
architect, you own the right to use the design on that site. You 
do not, however, own the right to copy the design on another 
site. The architect owns the general copyright of the design." 
Neil Wall, Studio West Architects 


WHAT TO PAY 

"As a guide, RIBA suggests that a full service for a new- 
build home is around eight per cent of the total construc- 
tion cost. However, you could look for a practice that of- 
fers a fixed rate. (For example, unlike most architectural 
practices operating on a percentage of construction cost, 
our fee proposal is based on a fixed and itemised cost — 
meaning the self-builder knows from the beginning how 
much to expect to pay at particular stages of the project, 
and can therefore budget accordingly.) Keeping an eye 
on the budget is difficult, so hiring an architect who gives 
you the numbers upfront can really make a difference." 
Allan Corfield, Allan Corfield Architects 

BE CLEAR ABOUT THE LEVEL OF SERVICE REOUIRED 

"Architects/designers present their fees in different formats, 
which can make it very tricky for the first-time client to com- 
pare. For example, a set of building control drawings from one 
architect might only cover the basic Building Regulations is- 
sues in order to get you a conditional approval. The drawings 
might not actually have enough information to issue a good 
tender, agree a fixed-price contract and build from. I suggest 
requesting an example set of drawings for a previous project 
so that the level of detail and specification can be understood. 

"To get the right fee proposal, make sure that you brief your 
architect as to the level of service you actually require. Do you 
want them to quote for Just a skeleton service, whereby the de- 
sign is progressed just as far as getting the basic shell up? Or do 
you expect them to assist with lighting design, bespoke stair- 
cases and fitted Joinery? These bespoke tasks could potentially 
double the design time and, therefore, fees. It is possible to 
outsource the design of such items to other specialists, which 
may save on budget, but might not result in a cohesive design." 
Kate Stoddart, architect and property consultant 

APPOINT YOUR ARCHITECT IN WRITING 

"When appointing an architect, or any professional for that 
matter, it is important that the agreement is confirmed in 
writing. There are several ways to do this, but the most for- 
mal approach is for the architect to provide a RIBA Standard 
Agreement Contract. This is filled out by the architect and 
the client, and forms a legally binding contract. 

"The other widely used method is via an exchange of let- 
ters. The architect would provide the client with a letter of 
intent - or 'fee proposal' - which the client then agrees to in 
writing. Both of these methods form a contract as they con- 
firm the main areas required as follows: Who the contract 
is between; What it is specifically for; A time period for the 
service to be completed; The cost of the service. 

"Whichever way you decide to appoint your professionals, 
it must be in writing!"® 

Allan Corfield, Allan Corfield Architects 
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Due to strong pound, smart money now 
on German, high-performance homes 

Hanse Haus is an premier, German supplier of turnkey, pre-manufaclu red, 
ultra-high effidenq^ homes. Founded as a carpentry business in 1939, it 
new builds some 4So timber frame homes annually Europe- wide and has 
been active in the UK since 2006. 


Recent changes in the EUR: GBP exchange rate have made the price of 
a Hanse Haus comparable with traditional, lower^performance forms of 
construction. What was a premium product with a premium price is now 
economical in the UK. Hanse Haiis customers can expect: 

Thermal efficiency values far exceeding the current standard of UK's 
housing construction 

Air-tightness values ten times the UK legal minimum 
Advanced^ sustainable heating and ventilation systems 
An energy usage aroun d one third of a typical UK house 

The Hanse Haus system is capable of a wide variety of architectural charac- 
ters. If you would like a free, no-obligation quote for your design, contact us 
using the details below. 
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Email info@hanse haus.co,ulc 
Telephone o^as &S8 978o (Local rate) 

www.ha ns e- hatu , co.uk 
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Because no two self-build projects 
are the same, neither is our approach 
to lending. 

That's why our mortgages include 
staged draw-downs, tailored payments, 
a maximum loan to value of up to 90% 
and application fees of just £300. We 
specialise in lending for eco-friendly 
projects and our discounts reward 
sustainability and energy efficiency. 

Finance built around you. At Ecology 
weVe built our reputation on it. 


Ecology 

yF Building Society 


WINNER 
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Product at the 
201 4 Buildit Awards 


YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE. 

Our current Standard Variable Rate is 4.90%. The overiill cost for comparison is 5.1 % APR. Rates correct at date of going to print (1 2 January 201 5). 
An early repayment charge may be payable If you repay all or part of your mortgage within the first two years. 

Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. 

Financial Services Register No. 162090. 

Ecology Building Society, 7 Belton Road, Silsden, Keighley, West Yorkshire BD20 OEE 





PROJECTS 


Energy Labelling Hits 
Heating Systems 

EU legislation, in force from September, will see big-ticket items like boilers, solar 
panels and heat pumps labelled for efficiency. Martyn Bridges explains the impact 


MARTYN BRIDGES 
Director of technical support 
at leading heating and hot 
water appliance manufacturer 
Worcester, Bosch Group 


E nergy labels on household appliances, such 
as new washing machines, electric ovens and 
even lightbulbs, have been around for a good 
couple of years now, and provide a means of 
comparing efficiency — in many cases, the la- 
bels have become a key part of our purchasing 
decisions. From 26 September, boilers, heating controls and 
renewables are also set to be subject to similar labelling. 

The ErP, or Energy-related Products, Directive has been set 
up by the EU to drive improvements in efficiency and perfor- 
mance of heating and hot water products and their contribu- 
tion to the overall energy use of the property. So, from the 
end of September all compliant products will need to display 
a label illustrating, among other things, efficiency and noise. 

Heating and hot water accounts for around 75% of our 
home energy usage, so when replacing or choosing a new 
heating system, a significant energy reduction is possible with 
the right choice of appliance. What the ErP gives homeown- 
ers is a standardised, clear, 'at-a-glance' guide to how efficient 
you can expect your heating and hot water system to be, and 
inform your buying choices accordingly. When compared to 
existing products that are being replaced, the difference may 
actually be quite surprising. 



THE QUICK READ 

^ Boilers, water heaters and cylinders, heat pumps, solar 
thermal panels and heating controls will be subject to energy 
labelling under the EU's ErP (Energy-related Products) 
Directive, coming into force on 26 September 2015 

^ New boilers need to be over 90% efficient to be A rated 

^ If you're specifying a complete system, your installer 
should calculate the efficiency of the combined system 


requirements, we have ensured the appropriate label will be 
supplied with each product. Your installer is then responsible 
for making sure you receive this; so be sure to ask if this is not 
automatically done for you. 

Where you are having a complete system installed with 
controls and perhaps a new cylinder, for instance, your in- 
staller will also be expected to work out the efficiency of your 
complete system as a whole and record this accordingly. 

The label itself should be familiar to us all as it will look very 
similar to those we are already used to seeing on televisions 
and washing machines, and will show where each appliance 
sits on the rating scale — as well as its kW output and decibel 
ratings where applicable. 

While the new Energy-related Products Directive sees effi- 
ciency classes introduced ranging from A-I--I- to G, you will tend 
to find most high-efficiency boilers will fall into either band A 
or B. To reside in band A the boiler has to achieve over 90% ef- 
ficiency, while band B is between 86% and 89.9%. Renewable 
technologies, such as heat pumps, are more likely to be in the 
A-i- or A-I--I- bands, depending on the flow temperature. 


Boilers, Renewables and Cylinders are Included 

Boilers, water heaters and other heating products up to 70kW, 
plus hot water cylinders under 2,000 litres all fall under this 
new regulation, as do heat pumps, solar thermal panels and 
controls. The new system will also work alongside the cur- 
rent A-G SEDBUK or SAP ratings for boilers, but also adds the 
new efficiency classes of A-i- and A-I--I-, which will tend to apply 
where renewable technologies are incorporated. 

As all of Worcester Bosch's products comply with the new 


Heating Controls will also be Subject to Labelling 

Controls are included in the ErP Directive, too, but are defined 
using a 'class' system. These run from Class 1 for a simple on/ 
off room thermostat, through to Class VIII for a multi-sensor 
room control for use with modulating heating appliances. Each 
control class equates to a percentage uplift in efficiency, too. 
Eor example, a Class VI weather-compensating control and 
room thermostat, such as the new Worcester Wave, will add 
4% efficiency to the heating system. (!) 
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Clearview Stoves offers 
the complete solution for 
homebuilders & renovators 

Clearview Stoves is tlic hrgesi dedicated 
manufacturer of clean burning wood stoves, 

We liavc been designing, manufacturing and distributing 
from our site in the heart of Shropshire since 1937, 

Our installation and product knowledge Is unequalled 
in the induslrv’ and we have thousands of accessories 
and flue components m stocky so whether you arc 
building a new house or renovating an old one we can 
provide the kind of expert ad\1ce that results 
in a trouble free installation. 
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Your homebuilding partner from start to finish 
+44 20 881 935 42, info@schwoererhomes.co.uk 
www.schwoererhaus.com 


Visit us at Stand G-192 


You want to build your new home? 

You have the necessary plot? 

You want to meet an architect for a free sketch? 
You want a bespoke house with a fixed price? 
You want a 30 year guarantee? 

You've answered all questions with yes? 



PROJECT PLANNER EXTENSIONS 


Extension Project 
Step-by-Step Planner 

What does a typical extension project look like? What are the critical paths 
and construction schedule? Here's our week-by-week guide and checklist 


BEFORE WORK STARTS 

^ Find trades, obtain quotes and 
inform them of your schedule 

^ Check lead-in times for 
materials to avoid delays 

^ Advise Building Control of 
commencement 

^ Arrange/amend insurance 

^ If living on site, put measures in 
place to keep the building work 
separate from your living spaces 

^ Arrange toilet facilities for 
trades if necessary 


PREPARATION 
WORKS 

^ Ensure clear 
access to site 

^ Have bricks, 
blocks and associated materials 
delivered to site and stacked in place 

^ Hire mixer and digger — this is only 
necessary if you are project managing, 
otherwise your builders or contractors 
will organise this on your behalf 

^ Ensure the site is safe, particularly 
if you have small children 



GROUNDWORKS 
^ Builders arrive 
on site 

^ Groundworkers 
dig foundations 

^ Building Control visit to approve 
the foundations 

^ Reinforcement laid within 
foundations, if required 

^ Pipework, drainage or services laid 
within foundations 

^ Concrete footing poured and levelled 

^ Building Control visits to approve 



SUPERSTRUCTURE 

^ Bricklayers to 
build up to damp- 
proof course 

^ Drains installed 
and trenches dug for associated pipework 

^ Insert concrete lintels into brickwork if a 
drain run requires it 

^ Sand is then laid before damp-proof 
membrane is put down 

^ Insulation fitted 

^ Concrete slab poured 

^Arrange for Building Control inspection 




EXTERNAL 
WALLS BUILT 
^ Check that 
the required 


materials 
are on site for the superstructure to 
commence, including lintels, door and 
window frames and wall ties 

^ Whether the brickwork or blockwork is 
built first will depend on your builder, but 
work now starts on the superstructure 
^ Cavity wall insulation fitted 
^ Wall ties inserted to fix the new walls 
to the existing 

^ Lintels for windows and doors fitted 

^ Door and window frames should be 
inserted as the walls go up 



INTERNAL 
WALLS BUILT 
^ Internal walls 
are constructed 

^ Order materials 
such as windows, roof tiles, etc., which 
can sometimes have long lead times of 
up to five weeks 

^ Check that the carpenter is all set for 
the following week and all materials are 
ready — including lead 


ROOF 

STRUCTURE 

^ The carpenter 
will start building 
the roof structure 
— or in some cases prefabricated roof 
trusses may be used 
^ If you are having rooflights, the 
carpenter is usually in charge of 
fitting these at this stage 
^ Dormers will be constructed if 
they are being introduced 


1 


ROOF 

COVERINGS 
^ Roofing 
membrane 
is laid over 

the newly built rafters 

^ Roof battens cut and fitted 
over membrane 

^ Tiles/slates laid 

^ Ridge/hip tiles laid and bedded 

^ Valley tiles laid, along with finishing 
details, flashings, etc. 

^ Fascias, soffits and verges primed/ 
stained/painted 

^ Floor screed laid 



WINDOWS 
AND DOORS 

^ External 
rendering if 
required 

^ Windows and doors fitted into 
linings and frames that were 
(hopefully) put in place when 
walls were being built 
^ Guttering and downpipes fitted 
^ First fix carpentry, plumbing 
and electrics 

^ Studwork walls built, door linings 
fitted and pipes boxed in 
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N.B: This schedule is based on a single storey extension 
and assumes planning permission has already been obtained 


Right: Superstructure 

The trick with building 
extensions is to delay breaking 
through to the existing house 
to as late as possible in the 
build schedule. Here, existing 
bricks have been removed 
ready to take the new junction 


BREAKING 
THROUGH 
^ Now is a good 
time to ensure you 
get sealed off from 
the building work as things will get messy 
^ Steels are put into place, along with 
padstones — sizes should have already 
been approved by Building Control 
^ Joins made good 



PLASTERING 

^ Walls are 
boarded, with 
insulation placed 
between battens on 
existing uninsulated external walls 
^ Plastering — followed by a period 
of drying out (around a week before 
decorating can begin) 



SECOND FIX 

^ Second fix 

I P electrics carried out 

(sockets 
made live, 
switches put in place, lights fitted, etc.) 

^ Second fix plumbing (taps, 
connections, etc.) 

^ Flooring laid (sometimes people choose 
to lay flooring after the kitchen is fitted) 

^ Kitchen units installed (if this is a 
kitchen extension) 


SNAGGING 

^ Leaks, electri- 
cal problems, 
heating system 
issues, sticking 
doors and windows — report them all to 
the relevant trades as soon as possible 
after finishing o 




Extension Checklist 


Make sure your project runs smoothly 
with our handy 'don't forget' checklist 


^ Obtain planning permission, if 
required, prior to works commencing 

^ Submit application to your local 
Building Control 

^ Arrange access for delivery lorries 
and consider where skips can be placed 

^ Get quotes from trades 

^ If living on site, arrange schedules to 
minimise impact on day-to-day living 

^ Agree timescales and schedules with 
trades to avoid delays on site 

^ Arrange or amend insurances as 
necessary (you may need a new policy) 

^ Inform neighbours of work 
commencing 

^ Organise the hire of plant, toilets, etc. 

^ Set up accounts with your local 
builders' merchants 


^ Check lead-in times for materials 
and order where necessary 

^ Notify Building Control that 
you are commencing works 
^ Make space available to store 
materials safely on site 
^ Make sure water will be available 
for cement mixer (and later plastering) 
where it will cause minimal mess inside 
^ Arrange scaffolding if required 
^ Make second fix decisions (such 
as the position of lights and sockets) 
as early as possible 
^ Build in time for plaster to dry out 
before decorating commences 
^ Make sure plasterers and other 
trades know if you are carrying out 
aspects of their jobs on a DIY basis 
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GYPSOL anhydrite screed binder. The new name from an established manufacturer. 



T. 01928 574574 www.gypsoLco.uk 


G YPSOL 


GYPSOL anhydrite floor screed binder is manufactured from the waste material of the 
acid production and chemical industries to exacting standards to BS:EN:13454 by Francis 
Flower (Northern) Ltd, the only wholly UK based independent manufacturer of anhydrite 
floor screed binders. Having our own production facilities based in the UK and operating 
24 hours per day if necessary puts us in a unique and un-equalled position to supply the 
needs of our customers. GYPSOL anhydrite flooring screed binder is manufactured under 
ISO 9001 quality assurance scheme and is CE certified so that you can be assured that the 
product meets the stringent quality standards you would expect within your project. 

GYPSOL anhydrite binder is used by our manufacturing partners as the primary ingredient 
in their high quality flowing self compacting liquid screeds. GYPSOL pumpable self 
smoothing screeds such as Cemex Supaflo, Hope Construction Materials Gypscreed, 
Aggregate Industries Highflow and Liquid Screed from CES Quarry Products in Ireland 
offer a cost effective and environmentally friendly alternative to labour intensive and 
problematic traditional sand cement screeds. Flowing floor screeds continue to become 
increasingly popular. It is estimated that around 25% of the current UK screed market is 
anhydrite based pumped screed and this is increasing at a dramatic rate. 

GYPSOL flowing screeds are available in various formats including Classic, Modular, 
Summit, TimBRe, and the most recent addition to the range Thermal Screed. All are 
suitable for use in all types of construction including floating, bonded and un-bonded 
construction. GYPSOL screeds can be used with or without underfloor heating both 
warm water and electric. Well suited to all building types including traditional masonry, 
timber frame, light weight steel frame and easily installed in either single or multiple story 
buildings GYPSOL offers a perfect flooring system for any project regardless of 
size or location. 
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MODULOFT TRANSFORMS 
PROPERTIES QUICKLY 

Modulofl is tailDT’inade to your requirements and up to B 
times faster than a traditional loft conversion. 

We identihed a need for 3 modular loft solution, so for 
properties when the roof is too low we developed a unique 
solution Moduloft is a factory based operation, so we 
design and develop your new tailor-made loft space at ow 
factory and then deliver your new roof and install in as little 
as 2 weeks. 

We are a highly expenenced team of builders and designers 
with over 20 years experience in the busmess delivering 
perfect solutions to homeowners wanting to extend and 
create extra space to make their perfect home 

We are delighted to be in a position to offer a fully managed 
service to the UK and Channel Islands So, to discuss your 
property and how we can help transform it to create more 
space call us today 
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Looking for a building plot 
or renovati on oppontunitv? 








Plotfinder.net can offer you: 



• Over 13,500 project opportunities for sale 
e 100s of unique, private sale plots 
[ e Free email alerts tailored to your search criteria 

• New advice section to provide you with insider tips and ideas 


Visit 


t^plotf 

^^i-Xtobeg 


indennet 

begin your search today! 








INSURANCE 


Great Insurance Products for the Renovator, Seif-Builder, 
Property Owner and Contractor 



UNDER 

RENOVATION 


We provide insurance 
for the following: 

/ Renovations 
/ Conversions 


CONTRACTORS 

LIABILITY 


PROPERTY 

OWNERS 


/ New Builds 
/ Let Property 
/ Residential Property 
/ Commercial Property 

Construction Companies 

/ Contractors Liability 
/ Contractors All Risks 



; 4 / 50 ...Home Insurance 
/ Unique Scheme 
/ Low Premiums 
/ Great Cover 


Normal household 
insurance Is unlikely 
to cover your 
renovation project; 
RENOVATION PLAN 
is the solution 

For great service, 
quality cover and 
low premiums 
call the experts 


RENOVATION! 

www.renovationplan.co.uk 

Buy online or coll during office houf$ for ari instant quote 


fiRS^COrArA hROAi 


01621 784840 

Office Hours 9am - S-30pm Mon^Pri 


A% recomm«fided by Sarah 8eeny in ^Ask The Expertt^ 
Property Ladder magaxioe 




Please send Tor our \ EW free colour bnichurej 
Si Michael Siud, Vleer End, Xr, 

Keiiilworth^Wanvickslijre CVfl IPI 

Please enquire t^boul Meer Eild'A new 
window & door ran^e. 

Telr 01676 554226 or0J676 555679 
Faxr 01676 552224 
Emaih sales@nieer-end*co*uk MEER END 

vw.nieer-end.co.uk fttspcjKE staircases £i icuniry 



p4neland furniture ltd 



• 100% solid wood kitchens - no MDF, chipboard or ply 

• Dovetail jointed drawers - mortise and tenon joints for carcases 

• Free design service, individual, hand drawn plans 

• Non-standard sizes, at no extra cost, to suit your kitchens dimensions 

• Fully assembled units; no annoying flat-pack assembly 

• Straightforward, easy to understand costing - prices include VAT & delivery 

• Primed, or primed and painted units can now be provided 

P^NELAND is a privately owned, family company that has been established for over 20 years. We believe in 
listening to our clients, and our hand drawn plans, reflect our customers desires and opinions. The final design 
combines well planned functionality, with elegance and beauty, and our clients are often surprised how all this 
can be achieved at such a reasonable cost. 

Visit our website; www.pineland.co.uk Email: enquiries@pineland.co.uk or call our offices: 

CLEOBURY MORTIMER, SHROPSHIRE 01299 271143 

NORTHWICH, CHESHIRE 01606 41292 


I"! njcckwvely ova liable Fron> Firif Cornmon:iol Imuronc^ 
oulhori*Nd and reguJqtffd by Iba Finoncioj Comiutl AuiKciTily No, 307A57 



Below: Aliano 
two-drawer wall- 
hung vanity unit, 
from £124.99; 
in-line basin, from 
£99.99; WC unit, 
from £169.99; 
wall-hung WC, 
£249.99; mirror 
box, from £149.99 


Left: Capra basin, 
from £259.99; 
semi-pedestal, 
£94.99; wall-hung 
WC, £249.99; soft- 
close seat, £89.99; 
Taura 1850 bath, 
£949.99; Linear 
wet-room panel, 
from £299.99 




Create Your Perfect 
Bathroom Space 


With a range of space-saving quality furniture in 
a variety of sizes and finishes, plus eco-friendly 
innovations, iflo offers the ideal design solution 


M aximising space and 
layout is critical when 
designing a bath- 
room, particularly as 
the average bath- 
room size in the UK 
is not much larger than a king-size bed. 

Modular furniture is a popular choice, 
due to its flexibility and the range of 
storage options it provides. Good-qual- 
ity designs offer hardwearing finishes 
and soft-close hinges to ensure dura- 
bility, plus glass shelving, which adds to 
the stylish, contemporary look. If you 
only have a few metres of wall space 
available, modular options, such as iflo's 
Aliano range, allow you to create the 
perfect bathroom. 

Space-saving designs have become 
a staple feature of most bathrooms and 
en suites. In particular, shower-baths 
offer a fantastic solution for a small space, 
providing the best of both worlds with 
a bathing and showering experience that 
isn't impacted by the space's limitations. 


There is also huge potential for 
water-saving measures in a bathroom. 
From mixer showers to dual-flush WCs, 
intelligent design coupled with the latest 
technologies can deliver big changes to 
the amount of water being used, without 
a reduction in functionality. 

Eco 'click-taps', for example, feature 
dual settings to create two different 
flow rates. The resistance within the unit 
means that it is natural to open it to 
the water-efficient setting, allowing 
the lower flow rate to be used for hand 
washing and teeth brushing. When a 
faster flow is needed, the tap is simply 
'clicked' into a more upright position. It 
is estimated that using the Eco click-tap 
creates an average water saving of up to 
32 litres per day. 

The iflo range of bathroom products 
is available nationwide exclusively at 
City Plumbing Supplies (CPS) and Travis 
Perkins. To find out more about iflo and 
to find your nearest showroom, visit 
iflo.co.uk o 


YOUR PEACE OF MIND, 
GUARANTEED 

Homeowners and installers alike want 
to know that bathroom products are 
reliable and will stand the test of time, 
and so iflo offers market-leading guar- 
antees to provide added confidence. 

iflo products are on display in bath- 
room showrooms across the UK, to 
showcase all the innovative solutions 
that are available. 

Showroom managers will offer expert 
advice, from setting the budget and 
choosing fittings, right through to se- 
lecting an installer. Using your room's 
measurements, iflo's team will listen to 
your requirements and provide a no- 
obligation design service using its 3D 
software, which will give you a real- 
istic visualisation of what your dream 
bathroom will look like. 


ooo 


iflo 


everything 
just flows 
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ADVICE 


A TakofTwo Homes'. 

Devising 
Energy Strategies 


A considered energy strategy is the most cost-effective way of improving the 
efficiency of a home. Energy consultant Tim Pullen explains how it is done, 
using two very different renovation projects by way of example 
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ADVICE ENERGY STRATEGIES 





TIM PULLEN 

An expert in sustainable building 
and energy efficiency, Tim runs 
the green home consultancy 
Weather Works 


T t's fair to say that, given time and endless budget, 
the majority of us would prioritise improving the en- 
ergy efficiency of an existing home during a major 
improvement project (or a new build for that mat- 
ter). However, very few of us have the luxury of both, 
and improving the thermal efficiency of a home and 
how it's heated tends to come down to a question of cost- 
effectiveness — what measures will strike a balance between 
initial capital cost and future running costs, and what meas- 
ures will simply prove uneconomical? 

A key part of my role involves devising energy strategies for 
homeowners. In basic terms, an energy strategy is a detailed 
plan for optimising the thermal performance of the house 
- think insulation, upgraded windows, etc. - with the aim 
of lowering the heat demand and making the house a more 
comfortable place to live, in the first instance. Secondly it 
involves recommending the most suitable and cost-effective 
heating system for the homeowner's budget and lifestyle. 

When it comes to creating a strategy, a homeowner's fu- 
ture plans are a vital consideration. No two homeowners, 
their lifestyles nor their priorities for a home are quite alike. 
For some, the aim of a renovation project is to create a for- 
ever home, while for others, it's a stepping stone — a home 
for a couple of years, but a means of climbing up the next 
rung on the property ladder. 

Here, I'll be assessing two properties (both off mains gas) 
for homeowners with different priorities. The first project will 
see a 1960s house undergo an extensive extension and re- 
model to become a 'forever' (or at least, long-term) home for 
a family. Future running costs are a priority and a portion of 
the project budget will be invested accordingly in improving 
the thermal efficiency of the house, as well as a new heating 
system utilising renewable energy. The second project will 
see a 200-year-old cottage renovated and extended. The 
couple behind the project will be undertaking most of the 
work themselves, with the aim of renovating for profit. 

PROJECT ONE - THE FOREVER HOME 

The clients are refurbishing and extending a 1960s three 
bedroom house to upgrade the accommodation and to add 
further bedrooms. The two storey house sits on a large, rela- 
tively flat plot with good access and has a number of out- 
buildings. There's some 205m^ of floor space — the extend- 
ed building will bring the floorspace up to 322m^. Currently 
the house is draughty, cold and difficult to heat. 
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Phone now for FRE£ 
expert advice 


Self Build insurance & 
Structural Warranties 

for the CHEAPEST quote! 


ieffb 

companies 4/7 

cornDBrsej. 


Come io ^ersetite for yoar seif htlid 
and renwafkm financiai needs 
Compare Site insurance 
Compare Sirucfuraitffarranfi^ 

^ Experienced and he^ui staff 
■ UK Caii Centre 
Quick and easy to get a guote 
New bai^s, conversions^ 
renovations and extensions 


FREE 

USB memory stick 
with every quotei 

^Simpfy m quote^ 
this nefisnertfe. 

HRM 


leem 




www.versatiieinsurancexo.uk/HKri 
irifo@versatilemsuraneexo.uk 
01837 6589S5 

Bridge House Oke ham peon EX20 IDL 

* Or>e free gift per household or business and cannot be combined 
widh anjf other promotions. 

Versatile Insurance Professionals Ltd is authorised and regulated by 
the Financial Conduct Authority. 




Homebuicing 

&Renovating 


UncJc=»rflaar 

HecaMneg Ltd 


FREE QUOTE 
01905 616 928 


UmJe/floor Heating S^tems Ud, Unit 1. 79 Friar Slreet, Worcester, WR1 2NT 
em^i): irfo^umderflooriheaiing&ystems.QO-uk 


feel the benefit 

of Warm Water Underfloor Heating 


TIMBER 

INNOVATIONS 


Timber Frame 

Design, Manufacture, Install 

Call: 0121314 7735 

www.timberinnovations.co.uk 


Timber Innovations are specialist Self BuildTimber Frame 
manufacturers, providing the design, manufacture and 
installation of timber frame, SIPs and Oak Frame dwellings, 
bespoke timber roofs, roof trusses and engineered floors. 

New Architectural Department: 

Working Drawings • Building regulations • Energy Assessments • Cost Plans 

Contact us today with your requirements. 
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hbr@timbennnovations.co.uk 

y ' # o o 

WB Timber Innovations Ltd 

Units i8 & 19 I Monkspath Business Park 
Highlands Road | Solihull 
West Midlands | B90 4NZ 


heatmYser 

Effedtw rer^pe-otLiieConlrat 

All sEBiHJBiid syBleins bib 
cenirrijifrtf by I he Heeimisef prt 
programmablB dkgllal mari 
IhBmostaEs. 
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ADVICE ENERGY STRATEGIES 


The house is of cavity wall construction with various tim- 
ber, stone and brick outer skins, and features a mix of flat and 
pitched cut roofs under tiles. The fenestration is fairly old dou- 
ble glazing in PVCu frames. The ground floor is concrete. 

There is considered to be no insulation to the walls or 
ground floor, and only 100mm of mineral wool to the roof. 
An oil-fired boiler, which is around 15 years old, is the current 
principal heat source. The boiler has a capacity of 26kW and, 
as new, had an efficiency of >80%. The boiler is non-condens- 
ing and efficiency is likely to have dropped to below 60%. It's 
also worth noting that any new heating system installed must 
be able to cope with the increased heat load which will be 
created by the large extension. 

The existing fuel oil consumption is said to be between 
£1,500 and £2,000 per year. Taking the higher figure, that 
would equate to some 5,000 litres (at today's exceptionally 
low prices) with energy potential of 53,500kWh. Assume 60% 
boiler efficiency and deduct for domestic hot water (around 
3-4,000kWh) and that figure then equates to a space heating 
energy consumption of around 142kWh/mVyr. 

Minimising Energy Consumption 

This is a 1960s building that has had no significant upgrade to 
its insulation or airtightness since being built. Clearly then, in 
terms of an energy strategy, this is the place to start: 

• LOFT — Increasing the 100mm of mineral wool in the loft 
to 300mm (or 120mm PUR insulation) would reduce the U 
value from 0.3W/m2 to O.MW/m^. 

• WALLS — The walls are currently uninsulated, with a U 
value of 1.16W/m2. A couple of bricks could be taken out from 
at least two walls at DPC (damp-proof course) level to enable 
an inspection of the cavity for mortar or other accumulated 
debris. If the cavity is clean, injecting foam insulation will re- 
duce the U value to 0.4W/m2. 

The homeowner has enquired about the use of 50mm- 
thick rigid foam insulation externally for the walls. Standard 
phenolic foam is not suitable for external use, so guidance 
will need to be taken from the manufacturer. In any event, at 
50mm thick it will reduce the wall U value to 0.36W/m2. Using 
this together with cavity insulation would reduce the U value 
to 0.22W/m^. However, the effect would be to reduce space 
heating energy consumption by Just 825kWh/yr — at a value 
of around £35 per year. It would be difficult to Justify the extra 
cost with that level of return. 

• FLOOR — The floor is currently uninsulated with a U value 
of around l.S\N/m^. There are no plans to take up the solid 
floor. Therefore, the only option is an insulating underlay, such 
as Sempafloor, or an insulating primer like Therma-Coat — or 
a combination of both products. They can be installed under 
carpet and will reduce the U value to around 0.9\N/rr\^. More 
importantly it gives a warmer feel to the floor. 

The floor to the extension can be fully insulated with 100mm 
rigid foam to achieve a U value of O.lOW/m^. 

• WINDOWS AND DOORS — New windows will be installed 
as part of the project, with a U value of 1.4W/m^. New doors 
with an assumed U value of lA\N/m^ are also to be installed. 

The extended building will have some 104rr\^ of glazing. 


There has been some discussion around triple glazing, and 
some of the larger windows and sliding doors are north facing. 
There is some benefit to triple glazing to those north-facing 
windows and doors, but there will be more benefit in directing 
attention to the airtightness of the building rather than spend- 
ing funds on triple glazing. 

• AIRTIGHTNESS — This is the key issue. Given the age of 
the original construction it is likely to be fairly 'leaky'. In addi- 
tion, there are open fireplaces drawing heat from the house. 
Taken together it means that the airtightness is likely to be in 
excess of 30mVhr (current Building Regulations call for no 
more than lOmVhr). 

The insulation measures recommended will have an impact 
on airtightness, but more importantly, sealing the chimneys 
and installing woodburning stoves will have a greater effect. 

An initial airtightness test should be carried out, and a 
smoke stick used to find out where existing air leaks. There 
will be some that are not dealt with by the proposed insulation 
or woodburning stoves and so the test will provide the op- 
portunity to deal with them. A target of lOmVhr would be ac- 
ceptable (if not good). It might be possible to improve on that 
figure but it needs to be considered that at 7mVhr a mechani- 
cal ventilation system would be needed and installing such a 
system is not really an option. A second test will be needed at 
the completion of the works and a figure of between 7m^/hr 
and lOmVhr would be ideal. 

It perhaps goes without saying that trickle vents will not be 
needed but extract fans to the bathrooms and kitchen will be. 

Heat Load and Energy Demands 

Using the proposed insulation and airtightness levels, and in- 
cluding the planned extension, the probable energy loads are: 

• Space heating: 20,616kWh per year 

• Hot water: 3,000kWh per year 

• Lighting and power: 5,000kWh per year 

Remaining with heating oil and Grid electricity the annual run- 
ning costs will be: 

• Heating: £1,269 per year (at 46p/litre and assuming 
80% boiler efficiency) 

• Power: £775 (at a tariff comparison rate of 15.5p/kWh) 

It's worth noting that heating oil is unusually and unrealistically 
low at around 40p per litre, at present. A more typical price 
would be in excess of 60p. The latter figure would bring heat- 
ing running costs to £1,655 per year. 

Renewable Energy Options 

There are very few realistic options available to provide a sat- 
isfactory solution. However, the options are discussed here for 
the purposes of comparison: 

• AIR-SOURCE HEAT PUMP - The size of the house and 
the levels of insulation possible mean that an air-source heat 
pump is not really a viable option. The peak heat load will be in 
excess of 16kW, outside the scope of a single air-source heat 
pump, and even if that were possible, running costs would be 
£1,307 — which is higher than heating oil. 
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Everythiiigyou 
need to create 
your own home 



We provide our customers with a unique one-atop shop service, 
not Ofily for Coordinating the manufeictune and ddh/ary of the timber 
frame alructuf^, but aJso ths supply of wlJidows. eKternat doors, 
internal door s^^ts. stairs, architrava. siortings, fimshrngs srisulation. 
plestsrboarcf and a wtvole lot mcrs. 

And with Val’^U’Therm® - Scotframe's unique family 
of advanced] closed panels factory insulated^ high 
performance wait, mof and floor systems - your 
space heating costs will be significantly reducecH 




Val-U-Therm‘ 


<Fuhjr» fttmf SdftjlKv» 



Cumbernauld 01236861200 Inverness 
Inverurie 01467 624440 Paignton 
Dundee 01382561772 

www,scotirame.co.iik 


01463717328 

01803267680 


scfitfmiiio 

timber frame homes 
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Create your 
own Grand 
Design 
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ADVICE ENERGY STRATEGIES 


• GROUND-SOURCE HEAT PUMP - The peak load of 16kW 
means that an area of at least SOOm^ would be needed to in- 
stall a ground-source heat pump. The space is not available 
on this site, so boreholes would be needed (probably three in 
total) the cost of which is likely to be prohibitive. 

The existing heat distribution system will not support a heat 
pump either. Underfloor heating (UFH) can be installed to the 
extension, but the existing radiators will need to be replaced 
with high-efficiency, low-flow temperature radiators. 

Capital cost, excluding boreholes, will be around £20,000, 
plus installation. The running cost will be in the region of £930, 
to include 50% of domestic hot water. The RHI (Renewable 
Heat Incentive) payment would be around £3,200 per year. All 
in all, however, this would represent a long payback period. 

• BIOMASS — Wood pellet is currently the preferred option. 
Wood pellet systems do, however, take a good deal of space. 
There are two potential locations, both discussed during the 
site meeting, and both needing the installation of a heat main 
and second buffer tank. The latter will, of course, add to capi- 
tal cost. Budget £75 per linear metre for the heat main and 
around £500 for a hot water cylinder. 

A bulk fuel store will also be needed. A heating load of 
24,000kWh per year indicates a fuel requirement of five tonnes 
per year. That could happily be supplied by two deliveries each 
year with a bulk store capacity of maybe three tonnes. There 
are bulk delivery price breaks and it may be advantageous to 
increase this to four tonnes, but that needs to be checked with 
the chosen supplier. 

Capital cost would be around £10,000 installed, plus VAT, 
and the cost of the bulk store. A three tonne bulk store will add 
some £5,000 to the bill. Running costs will be around £1,200 
per year and the RHI payment will be around £1,710. 


• SOLAR THERMAL — A solar thermal array will allow the 
heat pump or biomass boiler to shut down over the spring 
and summer months and provide a useful top-up on bright 
autumn/winter days. Potential locations have been discussed 
and capital cost would be around £3,500 installed. The RHI 
returns will be some £400 per year. 

The proposal is that the solar panels would be installed to 
the new flat roof. In which case, companies such as Sonnenk- 
raft offer modules specifically for flat roof installation. 

Heating Distribution 

There's a suspicion that the existing radiators are undersized 
and there is a good chance that they contain a 'sludge' build- 
up. The recommendation is that all the radiators be changed, 
but what to will depend on the heat source chosen. 

Heat pumps need to run at low temperature - 45°C maxi- 
mum - and the existing radiators would not support that. A 
biomass boiler will work happily with simple pressed steel ra- 
diators, but a heat pump will need something like the Jaga 
Strada low-temperature radiators. 

A more sophisticated control system is recommended. In- 
stalling full zone control is not practical but programmable 
radiator thermostats is possible, and recommended. 

Suggested Heating Strategy 

A biomass boiler is a better financial option, and will suit the 
family's lifestyle. Capital cost is high and will take a significant 
proportion of the budget, but the price of wood pellets has 
largely flat-lined over the past five years and there is no reason 
to suspect that situation will change. Clearly electricity prices 
will continue to rise, however. A biomass boiler with solar 
thermal back-up would be my recommendation. ] 



COST/BENEFIT COMPARISON 

The running and capital cost comparison for the three viable options based on 2015 prices 



CAPITAL COST 

ANNUAL 

RUNNING COST 

INCENTIVE 

PAYMENT 

FIVE YEAR 

COST* 

10 YEAR 

COST* 

20 YEAR 

COST* 

HEATING 

OIL 

£7,500 

£1,269 

£0 

£6,345 

£15,190 £) 

£32,880 (2) 

WOOD PELLET 

AND SOLAR 

THERMAL 

£25,000 (2) 

£1,050 

£2,000 

-£4,750 

-£3,500 

£7,000 

G.S HEAT PUMP 

AND SOLAR 

THERMAL 

£23,000 

+ 

boreholes (^) 

£930 

£3,600 

-£13,350 

-£15,900 

-£6,600 

* Figures reflect annual running cost and incentive payment (which runs for seven years under the RHI), but does not reflect capital cost 

(1) Adding capital cost for a replacement oil boiler 

(2) Adding capital cost for a second replacement oil boiler 

(3) Assumes standard bulk fuel store 

(4) Assumes COP (coefficient of performance) of 4.0 and 15.5p/kWh for electricity, including standing charge and VAT 

N.B. The RHI figures used are those that apply from 1 July to 30 September 2015, and are as follows: 

biomass 7.14p/kWh; air-source heat pump 7A2p/kWh; ground-source heat pump 19.10p/kWh; solar thermal 19.51p/kWh 



Homebuilding.co.uk | 171 







HI 


gfTq 


WINDOWS 

AND^OORS 



UALI 




SINCE 1954 


RATIONEL WINDOWS 
AND DOORS 
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ADVICE ENERGY STRATEGIES 



PROJECT TWO - RENOVATING FOR PROFIT 

The homeowners are renovating a 103m^ 19th-century, two- 
bed cottage to bring it up to modern standards and intend to 
add a small extension to house a third bedroom; this will likely 
add a further ISm^. The house sits on a large, relatively flat plot 
with two outbuildings but there's relatively poor access — the 
cottage being at the end of a narrow lane. The cottage is one 
and half storeys, with just one bedroom on the first floor. 

Currently the house is heated with electric storage heaters 
on Economy 7 (overnight) electricity tariff. The couple intend 
to sell the property in 18 to 24 months, so the capital cost of a 
new heating system is a big issue. There is no desire to retain 
the storage radiators, but equally it has been recognised that 
installing a wet heating system will be expensive. 

The couple are doing most of the work themselves, but the 
rules remain the same and a well thought-out energy strategy 
will help focus their attention on the work that really needs 
doing, make the house more comfortable and more saleable. 

The house is constructed of solid stone walls, except a 
1970s extension which is cavity brickwork. The external finish 
is pebble-dashed render, which is in good condition. There is 
an A frame roof with slate tiles. Fenestration is fairly old single 
glazing in timber frames. The ground floor is concrete. 

There is no insulation to the walls, ground floor or roof. As a 
consequence the Energy Performance Certificate (EPC), pro- 
duced in October 2014, gives a G rating — as low as it can get! 
The EPC shows a primary energy consumption (heating, hot 
water and lighting) of 916kWh/m2/yr, and to say that is huge 
would be an understatement. But, at the time of the EPC, this 
was a wholly uninsulated house with solely electric heating, 
without any form of a control system, which is as bad as en- 
ergy efficiency can get. 

However, examination of electricity bills and calculation in- 
dicates that the historic primary energy consumption rate is 


closer to 120kWh/mVyr. It is entirely unclear how the figure 
of 916kWh/m2/yr is arrived at on the EPC (it's worth noting 
that figures presented on an EPC can be less than pinpoint 
accurate). The stated space heating energy consumption is 
27,997kWh/yr and there is no data, no energy bills or calcu- 
lated heat loss, that lead towards that figure. The calculated 
heat loss shows 10,692kWh, or 104kWh/mVyr. This is still very 
high by today's standard but perhaps less misleading than the 
figures given on the EPC. 

On that basis I will use the calculated figure rather than the 
EPC figure, and extrapolate to include the extension (as no 
drawings or specification are currently available) and arrive at 
a total space heating energy demand of 12,250kWh/yr. 

Minimising Energy Consumption 

This is a cottage that has no insulation or airtightness, so both 
need to be investigated. My suggestions are: 

• LOFT - There is no available loft space as the first floor 
bedroom has a vaulted ceiling. There are lOOmm-thick rafters 
supported by large, attractive timber purlins and A frames. The 
recommendation is to install 50mm PUR insulation between 
the rafters and a further 70mm below the rafters. This will leave 
the purlins and A Frame exposed and provide 120mm PUR, giv- 
ing a U value from O.lSW/m^. The flat roof section over the 
proposed extension will have the same level of insulation. 

• WALLS — The solid stone walls are currently uninsulated, 
with a U value of l.OW/m^. The internal plaster is in good con- 
dition, as is the external render. The clients are reluctant to 
remove either, for obvious cost reasons. Installing either ex- 
ternal or internal insulation would, at best, reduce the U value 
to 0.53W/m2, producing an overall energy saving of around 
3,900kWh/yr at a value of £214 per year (assuming natural gas 
could be installed). To achieve that will mean hacking off ei- 
ther the internal plaster or the external render, installing the 
insulation and replastering or re-rendering. The cost is difficult 
to estimate but it may be difficult for the energy saving to Jus- 
tify that level of capital expenditure. 

• FLOOR - The floor is currently uninsulated with a U value 
of around l.SW/m^. There are no plans to take the floor up, 
therefore the only option, as with our first property, is an in- 
sulating underlay, such as Sempafloor, or an insulating primer 
like Therma-Coat. Either or both can be installed and will re- 
duce the U value to around 0.9\N/m^. 

The floor to the proposed extension can be fully insulated 
with 100mm rigid foam, and achieve a U value of O.lGW/m^. 

• WINDOWS AND DOORS — The existing softwood win- 
dow frames are all in good repair, although a couple of the 
casements need attention. Installing replacement double- 
glazed PVCu windows would be the usual option but in this 
case retaining the frames, repairing the casements and fitting 
double-glazed units will give a U value of l.GW/m^ and reduce 
the cost by at least half. The existing doors are in good repair 
and can remain (assumed U value 2.1\N/m^). 

• AIRTIGHTNESS — Usually a key issue but, given the size, 
age and type of property, in this case it does not have the same 
significance. The intention is to install a woodburning stove to 
the existing fireplace. This is all that can reasonably be done. 
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ADVICE ENERGY STRATEGIES 


Heat Load and Energy Demands 

Using the proposed insulation and including the planned ex- 
tension, the probable energy loads are: 

• Existing space heating will be reduced from 12,250kWh, 
down to 9,800kWh per year 

• Hot water: 3,000kWh per year 

• Lighting and power: 4,000kWh per year 

Using heating oil and Grid electricity, the annual 
running costs will be: 

• Heating: £674 (at 40p per litre and assuming 80% boiler 
efficiency. Again, a more typical price would be in excess 
of 60p. The later figure would bring costs to £720 per year) 

• Power: £620 (at a tariff comparison rate of 15.5p/kWh) 

Renewable Energy Options 

In this case there are very few realistic options available to 
provide a satisfactory solution: 

• AIR-SOURCE HEAT PUMP - The size of the house and 
the levels of insulation possible mean that an air-source heat 
pump would work at marginal efficiency. The peak heat load 
will be almost lOkW (to include domestic hot water). With a 
COP of 3.0 (the best that can be hoped for) running costs will 
be £661 per year. Capital cost would be around £8,000 in- 
stalled with RHI payments of £633 per year. 

• GROUND-SOURCE HEAT PUMP - The peak load of lOkW 
means that an area of at least SOOm^ would be needed. That is 
not available so boreholes would be the only option — like our 
first property, the cost is prohibitively expensive. 

• BIOMASS - There is nowhere convenient for a biomass 
boiler and the only realistic option is a wood pellet stove 
boiler, located in the inglenook fireplace. Options include the 
Bronpi Leticia Hydro 14.3kW, Klover Bifire stove or similar. 


A heating load of 12,800kh per year indicates a fuel require- 
ment of 2.6 tonnes per year. Prices for wood pellets vary but 
this is likely to cost around £650 per year and RHI will provide 
a payment of £920 per year. Capital cost would be £4,000 to 
£7,000 installed plus VAT. 

• SOLAR THERMAL 

A solar thermal array will allow the heat pump or biomass boil- 
er to shut down over spring and summer months and provide 
a useful top-up on bright autumn/winter days. 

Potential locations have been discussed and capital cost 
would be around £3,500 installed and RHI returns will be 
some £400 per year. 

Conclusion 

The planned refurbishment is a fairly major project for a young 
couple and has a very limited budget. In addition, the plan- 
ning at this stage is to sell-on the property in 18 to 24 months. 
Installing low-energy (LED) lighting makes obvious sense, as 
does ensuring all new electrical equipment is at least A rated. 
So too does insulating the roof. Beyond that there is not much 
that can be done to reduce electricity consumption. (!) 



COST/BENEFIT COMPARISON 

The running and capital cost comparison for the three viable options based on 2015 prices 



CAPITAL COST 

ANNUAL 

RUNNING COST 

INCENTIVE 

PAYMENT 

FIVE YEAR 

COST* 

10 YEAR COST* 

(^) 

20 YEAR COST* 

HEATING 

OIL 

£5,500 

£674 

£0 

£3,370 

£8,540 

£17,080 

WOOD PELLET 

AND SOLAR 

THERMAL 

£9,500 (2) 

£650 

£1,320 

-£3,350 

-£2,740 

£3,760 

G.S HEAT PUMP 

AND SOLAR 

THERMAL 

£11,500 (2) 

£661 

£1,033 

-£1,860 

-£621 

£5,989 

* Figures reflect annual running cost and incentive payment (which runs for seven years under the RHI), but does not reflect capital cost 

(1) Adding capital cost for a replacement oil boiler 

(2) Assumes a mid-range stove boiler 

(3) Assumes COP of 3.0 and 15.5p/kWh for electricity, including standing charge and VAT 

N.B. The RHI figures used are those that apply from 1 July to 30 September 2015, and are as follows: 

biomass 7.14p/kWh; air-source heat pump 7.42p/kWh; ground-source heat pump 19.10p/kWh; solar thermal 19.51p/kWh 
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The service continues with;- 

• Design from our in-house team 

• Supply of units and fittings from stock 

• Installation by BPEC approved fitters 

• Commissioning when required 

• Annual Service and Aftercare 



Systemair the "One-Stop-Shop" for 
all your Ventilation requirements. 
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The final piece in your heating and hot water system 
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architectyourhome 
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with our collaborative approach and 
pay-as-you-go service, we set the standard in 
design services for home improvement projects 



to find out more call 0800 849 8505 



Building dreams 

Get all the help you need from your local RIBA chartered architect 
specialising in domestic and housing work. For a professional service always 
use a fully qualified architect and check for registration with the Architects 
Registration Board - www.arb.org.uk. 
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Why not kick start your DREAMS 

it may be easier than you think! 
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QUALITY BESPOKE BI-FOLD DOORS DIRECT FROM THE UK'S ONLY SPECIALIST MANUFACTURER 


Not sure who to turn to? How long it takes or what you require! 

Look no further, we survey, manufacture and install 

Al! covered by FENSA registration in iess than three weeks, 


Showrooms; The Folding Sliding Door Company, Bradford BD5 8ER. 
The National Self Build and Renovation Centre (Stand TV 91) 
Lydiard Fields, Great Western Way, Swindon, Wiltshire SN5 BUB. 
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0845 644 6630 

www.foldingslidingdoors.com 
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Manorwaod Joinery Ltd H a UK nnanufacturerand supplier of purpose 
made timber windotf/s. roof lanterns^ doors and tlidlng foldirigdoor 
systems in European Oak and durable Hardwoods, 

All products are purpose made to any size or configuration and are 
supplied factory glazed and fuLy finished to the client's choice - call our 
sales team today to discuss your requirements. 

01252 378645 enquiries^manorwoodjoinery.com 
manorwoodjoinery.com 
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On-time 
Right-first-time 

We specialise in a wide range of projects including: 


• Self Builds 

• New Builds 

• Renovation Projects 


• Barn Conversions 

• Extensions 

• Basement Conversions 


Visit: www.selfbuildfloors.co.uk 
Email: info@selfbuildfloors.co.uk 
Phone: 0114 231 5937 I 
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Established in 1920, Scotts ofThrapston 
has been producing bespoke, luxury timber 
doors and windows to suit just about any 
specification. 
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Scotts has the expertise to handle a wide 
range of requirements to ensure that all 
doors and windows, whether traditional or 
contemporary, meet your precise project 
needs and blend in with your property. 
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For more information, call Scotts on 01832 732366, email; doors@scottsofthrapston.co.uk or 
view our photo gallery online at: www.scottsofthrapston.co.uk 
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revolution 


homes 

The complete design 
and build company 


Full turnkey delivery of your new home 


We offer a complete design service for planning and building 
regulation drawings within our package 

We can offer the following build systems 
Masonry thin joint blockwork or brick and block 
Timber Frame or SIPS 
ICF or Insulated concrete formwork 


Due to the nature of the build systems we offer, we can design 
traditional, contemporary or any other look for your home. 

We are also basement specialists and have a permanent 
stand at the National Self Build Centre in Swindon. 


Head Office 01323 886401 London Office 03300 882726 
Oxford Office 01865 987793 info@revolutionhomes.co.uk 
www.revolutionhomes.co.uk 
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I EnviroVent is the UK's leading manufacturer and supplier of 

energy efficient, sustainable ventilation products. The company's 
solutions range from innovative extract fans, single room heat 
recovery, through to whole house systems such as Positive Input 
Ventilation and Mechanical Ventilation with Heat Recovery (MVHR). 
These are all designed to to tackle issues with condensation, damp and 
mould growth, creating healthier indoor air quality for householders. 
www.envirovent.com 

2 The ever expanding Conservation Secure™ collection of period - 
style timber windows and doors by Mumford b Wood now 
includes an option in which the pre-tensioned spring balance 
is hidden from view to maintain authentic styling. In addition, this 
product is fully security tested to PAS24:2012 to achieve Secured by 
Design accreditation, while the unique design allows quick, easy and 
efficient maintenance, www.mumfordwood.com 



3 A listed 19th Century former Schoolhouse was renovated and 
extended to create a new energy efficient residential family 
home. So that the exterior facade of the existing property was 
not altered in any way, internal insulation was installed to the interior 
of the stone walls of the original house. It became apparent that 
a "breathable insulation system" would be required. Remmers IQ 
Therm was chosen as it has the highest level of insulation for given 
thickness of breathable systems, www.remmers.co.uk 


4 First launched 23 years ago, demista™ heated mirror pads have 
been sold to hotels, specifiers, architects, house builders, and 
supplied through electrical wholesalers and bathroom retailers. 
The self-adhesive pads are slimline and easy to install, simply fix in po- 
sition and wire in to the electrical system either through the lighting or 
a separate switch, www.demista.co.uk 


5 Titon has launched two new decentralised mechanical extract 
ventilation (dMEV) units for use in small to medium sized dwell- 
ings: Solace and Solitude, the latter of which is the most efficient 
dMEV currently available. Suitable for either new build or refurbish- 
ment projects, both the Solitude and Solace are ideal for bathrooms, 
kitchens and utility rooms, due to their adjustable continuous settings. 
www.titondirect.co.uk 


6 0smo UK, the eco-friendly wood and finishes expert has 
launched Gap Sealer. Osmo Gap Sealer is the ideal prod- 
uct for filling, fixing and repairing all types of splits and gaps 
in both finished and unfinished wood. It can also be used to 
seal and fill Joints in skirting, wood flooring and door thresholds. 
www.osmouk.com 
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Little Coombe Farm campsite used Timoleon's underfloor heat- 
ing to keep their glamping guests more comfortable. Owl Yurt 
and Pheasant Yurt each comprise an eight metre diameter main 
structure leading onto a four metre diameter satellite, Timoleon's 
LowBoard system - part of the manufacturer's well proven range 
- has been installed to deliver controllable warmth within accom- 
modation where radiators would look as out of place as a staircase. 
www.timoleon.co.uk 

8 Duravit's new L-Cube furniture collection, designed by 

Christian Werner, is defined by geometric lines with rectangular 
and square furniture fronts. With over 30 different surfaces, 
from high gloss finishes such as Jade or Apricot Pearl (shown) as well 
as real wood fronts such as brushed dark oak, L-Cube offers a vast 
number of different design combinations, www.duravit.co.uk 
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WALL & FLOOR TILES 

FREE Wall & Floor brochures 

Online Wall & Floor e -brochures 


Call, visit our website or your 
local retailer to receive brochures 

01672 515287/ 512422 

www.marlboroughtiles.com 


ROOF TILES 



Our range of genuine handmade clay roof tiles and fittings have been developed 
specifically to produce an aged effect. Traditional techniques and moulds guarantee 
each tile is produced with natural finish and undulations necessary to add distinction 
and character to your roof, be it restoration or new build. 

Tel: 01 580 236299 / 07809 847135 Email: willowtiles@webplus.net 

www.willowtiles.co.uk 


To advertise on this page please call Helen Fox on 07951 286 986 or email h.fox@centaur.co.uk 









WINDOWS 



High performance timber windows and doors for 
warmth and security. 

Created by combining highly efficient Planitherm double 
glazing, quality modified timber (Accoya Wood) that is 
stable, durable and guaranteed for 50 years against 
decay, high security integral locking mechanism and 
a low maintenance factory finished paint system in any 
colour of your choice. 


All of this, together with the traditional skills of our 

craftsmen, provides lasting warmth and 

security for you and your home. Showroom Now Open. 

Oia ^66 0901 

www.innovationwindows.co.uk i 

hello@innovationwindows.co.uk 


IB® 


Developed, 
manufactured and 
installed by 


windows 


PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 



NEED A 
STRU 


Find Engrne^om 

F(nclanEn9(r>eeF.ajm m a FREE service 
provided by The fnstiluilon of Stnjdutal 
Engineers to hel): you fmd a chaflened 
siaictural engineer in your ara. 

You can get iegat advice on structural 
proWems. structural design surveys, 
siiteictence. filanning applications, 
allerations/extanskins and much more 
Visit the site or call 020 7235 4535 for 
morB detaiis. 


BUILDING SUPPLIES 



RHINO The Woodyard, 

BUILDING & DIY Reedham Road, 
SUPPLIES LTD NR 13 3 DF 




ALL ORDERS 


WWW.RHINOBDS.CO.uk 01493 751762 
Local Trade & DIY merchant 
based in Acle 


JUST QUOTE HBR09 
WHEIU ORDERING 


Ask about our new 

HEDGEHOG 

GUTTER GUARD 


JUMBO BAGS OF 


SEASONED 

FIREWOOD 



• Eco Friendly Insulation 

• Materials, great prices on 
Hemp Rainwater Harvesters 

• Wide range of bricks available 

• Stonemarket Indian Stone 

• Jumbo bags Ballast, Sand, 
Type 1, Plum Slate 

• Timber 

• Artificial Grass 


Just £59.99 +VAT 


We are a local small business 


OAK BUILDING 

OAK BEAMS 

Ancient Oak Beams, Bricks, 

Roof Tiles, Floorboards, etc. 
Immense Stock 

01483 200477 

WWW. antiquebuildings . c om 

Antique Buildings Ltd, Dunsfold, Surrey 


PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

VATREFUNDSH 

Specialising in VAT REFUNDS for new builds 
and conversions. Professional and helpful service 
offered by self-builder and converter. Final fee 
payable once funds received from HMRC 

J.M. Daniel Business Services Ltd 
Contact Jayne Daniel fcca on: 

0161 763 5304 j.m.daniel@accamail.com 
www.vatrepayments.co.uk 


BUILD COSTS 


price my plans 


Get an independent cost for your building project 

NEW BUILDS • EXTENSIONS • CONVERSIONS 

Also project management and builders quote analysis - Nationwide Service 


0121 406 2301 or 07581 312121 pricemyplans@gmail.com pricemyplans.co.uk 


HEATING 



IRONMONGERY 



Tel 01427 871467 
^ Loot Sr Window Fumitiire 


rAvw.phg-uk.com 



GARAGE DOORS 

ARRIOGE . 
GARAGE DOORS 


• IIGDISCOUHTS* 

• TOP IR AUDS • N4T10RWIDF OEUVIRV • 



Gualily InstalJotteo Sir vice Avollahte 

femota Contiob, Irode S (ieloil 


SupphafSiA 

Hotrnann/Wwdrjle, Cartwk, Darador. 

_ CMerot, CeddrOoer, Cordata, Aluroll, 

/ Ablech, RyNwns 

Td: 0 T* 9 U 7 O 394 

www.0rrlil9igtfe944ectri,c«4tk 
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BLINDS & AWNINGS 



PLANNING 

Chartered Planning £ Development Surveyors 

Your one mtop planning service. 

The planning proce^ doesn'l have !o 
be a huFtfle Wa specialise in fining 
planning permtssions producing 

architectural plarts for the home. Next Phase 

woh^piaca and the pfOjact nationvtfida FtAr4KiMEr a 

For heipfiji fneodly advice dasiSFied to get the most from your budget come 

and ^ us «n Stand 0180 al The HomabuUd^ng & RanavaNng Show 
Escet, London, 25-27 September 201 S 

Cal1(JlM3 S717lAoremaH: 
mail^nexiphasedevelDpirtentcoeii 
WWW neKtohasedeveiopment. oo 

RIC5 




KITCHENS 


Terence Bull Kiichcns 

A iintiic \im cjiii h'UM 



• High Quality Cabinets (Lifetime Guarantee) 

• Bespoke Manufactured 

• Over 250 Door Ranges 

• Trade Discounts for Self Builders 

• Installations Throughout the UK 


iA Vi wTl; iviiccl ui 1 1 k ilchf riy.t 1 1 .u k 
s IP l4.‘fx?f!C cli:i:l tk i tf licf k 

0800 999 7155 


WORKTOPS 


HARDWOOD WORKTOPS 

& END GRAIN CHOPPING BLOCKS 

Made to measure 





www.bordercraft.co.uk 

Email: sales@bordercraft.co.uk 


TEL: 01981 550 251 


OAK BUILDINGS 



+VAT 


' OFFER 

£ 3 , 000 * 


terI 

r\r\r\-^ I 


Th.B«con,b. .oner.xpl,e.30/9 




Oak frame garages idea! for self assembly 
or by our expert team. 

• Over 480 designs in our Acorn Range 

• Free planning drawings with every order 

• Try our 'Quick Quote’ on our website 


www.oakdesigns.org 

..Ilk 

T0 1273 400411 

Oak Designs Co. 



1 5 1968 


wwwhruine.co.uk 

window film & woU stickers 




BATHROOM & KITCHEN EXTRACTORS 



iCON 

s' 


' ■ ^ -nir.r i\ veniiimi^ r 

AnItPBcaile 


Unique, Discreet, 


B 
^ ■ 

Quiet! 

Sandsiofi^ 

A 


Toilet, Bathroom & 


\ 

Kitchen extract 


Call: 01494 560 800 

Visit: airflow, com I 

W 

AIRFLOW/^ 


1 

Ohnjinfl 
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STAIRCASES 



FLIGHT DESIGN 


STAIRCASES | BALUSTRADE | ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES 
TEL: 020 8980 1 000 I WWW.FLIGHTDESIGN.CO.uk 


PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 



BUILDING 

CONTROL 

iis online today for 
more information at 
www.jhaj.cD.uk 


BATHROOMS 



What makes an Albion Bath unique.^ 

Our exclusive bath material creates a difference you can feel.... 


Santorini bath shown - 2 sizes available 

Request your brochure on 0 1 255 83 1 605 

or go to: www.albionbathco.com 


ALBION 

Handmade bathrooms directly from our factory 


CENTRAL VACUUM SYSTEMS 



tb central vacuum system 

• Different Units to Suit all Applications 

• Wide Range of Heads and Accessories 

• Good for Allergy Sufferers 

• Creates a Healthier Home 

• Free Planning and Technical Support 

For more information contact 

richard@tbelectrical.org.uk 
www.tbelectrical.org.uk 


KIT HOMES 




Buildings like these are affordable because our efficient quick 
build system means the cost of labour is reduced to half that 
of a conventional build... 


For more information email us at sales@canasiphome.co.uk 
with your details and we will be happy to assist you. 
Alternatively you can phone our office on 01 361 88391 7 or 
ring Mike Sims on 0743 263 1 743. 



ARCHITECTURAL METALWORKS 


O 


Specialist Architectural 
Metalworkers 
. DESIGN . MANUFACTURE . SUPPLY . 



Balustrades • Handrails • Canopies • Balconies 
Toughened Glass • Staircases - Wrought Iron • Home Security 


Buy online at diometonline.co.uk 

T. 01 14 2439009 E. sales@diometonline.co.uk 
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STAIR PARTS 


SOCKETS & SWITCHES 



u: STAIR PARTS 

Quality Stair Parts & Flooring 




• High Quality Staircase Components 

• Any Timber or Design 

• Solid Oak Stair Treads and Risers 

• 22mm Engineered Oak Flooring 

• Established 30 years 

• Delivery across the UK 

At UK Stair Parts, our aim is to supply you with not only the very best in 
quality staircase components at the lowest price possible, but with a high 
standard of customer service. The knowledge we have as a company and the 
advice available is paramount to a successful outcome. 


Tel: 01268 284000 www.ukstairparts.co.uk 


Sockets & Switches 
Lighting • Hardware 


Bromleighs 

Anything less is a cofiiproinise 



T: 01208 79490 
www.bromleighs.com 


WOOD PROTECTION 


Wood floor^ 

Complete 

treatment n a day “ 


Polyx Oil Rapid provides a professional 
finish in double quick time. 



> Extremely quick drying* 

> TWO coats in a day. 

> Polyx Oil for wood, cork 
and OSB floors. 

> Highest coverage of any oil 
on the market. 

> Satin or matt finish, 



+44(0)1296 481 220 


www.osmouk.com 



osmo 


if 


FLOORING- WOOD 



Harrogate Flooring Co. Ltd. 

Poplar Road • Full Sutton Ind. Est. • Full Sutton 
York • Y041 IHS • Tel: 01865 522910 
Email: info@justwoodflooring.com 
Web: www.justwoodflooring.com 


Harrogate Rooring Co. Ltd. 

Top Quality Hardwood Flooring Direct 

www.JustWoodFlooring.com 


Engineered wood flooring up to 300mm width 
Solid oak parquet • Professional installation 
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DOOR ACCESSORIES 



Product shown: Multifold 30 



TOOLS 


The Point Master Tool 

Repair frost darhaged rmrtar - FAST ! 

Paving^slabs , V ft 

^joints in 25 secoi^s 

Briclc Pointing 

up'tolOnn^ / Hour 


WATCH 

I VIDEO ONLiNQ I 


Easy to use 
Robust design 


For standard mortar 


£ 19.95 

„--+p&p‘ 



moim 


^Dispatched Same Doy iStd p&p Is £S 95} 
Fm postage ofi 1 or mare tofks 


FWnl Master {UK) UcLOIver 
Great GHesterteid^ifepn ViSfen, feseJt C61 0 W. 


S^dSiRoed 




www.pointmaster.cauk 


UNDERFLOOR HEATING 


BHF Unlimited 

Cost effective solutions For Residential S. Commercial Buildings 



PHONE FOR A FREE QUOTE 

□i 636 639 901 

PRICE MATCH GUARANTEE! 

□R For Competetive Quotes Email: 5ales@bhfunlimited.co.uk 
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KIT HOMES 



IHOMES 

Architecturally designed kit homes 

Ta!(?w:tiebrideanh£ifTie.s.corn OWI 550 7360 


STRUCTURAL 




the unique loft conversion & flooring system 


Forget steel beams and cranes - 
TeleBeam is the new way of converting 
lofts in modern properties with roof 
trusses. It is the first pre-fabricated 
lightweight and adaptable system 
which deals with a wide range of 
roof spans and pitches. TeleBeams 
have LABC Registered Systems 
Approval giving you peace of mind. 


w w w.tel ebea m .co.uk 


01380 739000 


LIGHTING 


^arscape 

Fibre Optic & LED Lighting 

We're enthusiastic about fibre 
optic lighting, and we're 
confident that once you've 
seen the 70-plus case studies 
on our website, you'll be 
eager to explore the 
possibilities we can offer. 

Whether it's simple domestic 
star ceilings, intriguing bathroom lighting, classy home 
cinema lighting or major commercial projects, we offer 
advice, supply and installation. 

E: info@starscape.co.uk T: 01 289 332900 

www.starscape.co.uk 

Woodside, Berwick upon Tweed, Northumberland, TD1 5 2SY 


PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 




CARAVANS 


OFFERING THE SELF-BUILDER 


NEW CHOICE 



BUILDING YOUR OWN HOME? 
WHERE ARE YOU GOING TO LIVE? 


CARAVAN HIRE UK SPECIALISES IN THE HIRE 
OF CARAVANS FOR TEMPORARY ACCOMMODATJON 
AT AN AFFORDABLE PRICE- 
1. 2 , 3 BEDROOM LAYOUTS. 

UTILITY ROOM OPTION. 

NATIONWIDE SERVICE. 

PHONE FOR INFORMATION PACK. 

CARAVAN HIRE UK, ABERYSTWYTH 
Tel: 01970 626920 


SIPS 


Passive 


Low Energy 3(Ps Design + Constmction 



■ ArohilKt EmiMd Seonkili 
compwiv - CDVon tfia wIhiIb Uft 
m ^ zo&fnni Pu 

^ Higlr inniliiliQn p4nfv* 

« FUvd prim quoMign* Iej*- 
dwarK wbpiy pn4 vnctlcin 
P Wind + WBlarilgM ■Ml option - 
pndwH tiir Mirbu^kJ 
« W« cinqn^ fm BIPi ■n«ll lor 


HEATING 


agadon 

heat & design 

DESIGNER RADIATORS 

Spectacular glass 
picture radiators. 

1 00 different designs 
to choose from 

SALE NOW ON! 

Sale prices starting 
from only £584.36. 

Call us at 

0845 450 5160 

to discuss or visit 

vwvw.agadon.co.uk 



FIREPLACES 

Pinckney GreeN 


STONE I FIRE I WOOD 



Natural Stone Fireplaces 

01179 372 555 

w w w. pi nc k ney gree n .co, u k 


PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 




mm 


MINI . SOIL . SURVEYS 1 



A GROUND INVESTIGATION BEFORE YOU 
START TO BUILD IS ESSENTIAL. 

Nationwide cost effective ground investigations 
for first time, one-off developers and 
established house builders. 

Tel: 0161 980 0044 info@minisoils.co.uk 
www.minisoils.co.uk 


CARAVANS 


Worcestershire Caravan Sales 


Used Static Caravans ideal for 
forTemporary Accommodation. 
Appliances Gas Safe Tested. 
Delivery arranged. 01 299 878872 
Over 200 Caravans in stock. 
www.worcestershirecaravansales.com 
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ECO BUILDING SYSTEMS 

ecological 

BUILDING SYSTEMS 

We're experts in airtightness and 
natural insulation and can help you 
to achieve a comfortable, healthy, 
low energy home with our range of 
ecological building products. 



. T 01228 711511 

' info@ecologicalbuildtngsystems.cQm 
^ " wvvw.ecologkalbuildirigsystemsxom 


STOVES 


P U R EVI S I ^ N 



Charlton &Jenrick“ 

Best of British fires, fireplaces & stoves 

For expert advice and new product information 
follow us on Twitter 3^ ©cJfires 

I 


ALUMINIUM DOORS & WINDOWS 



Clifford Lewis 

www.cliffordlewis.co.uk 


ifea 


1 


Homebuilding 

&Renovating3(^9^ 


Aluminium Windows & Doors 

T. 0161 653 8900 E. info(g)cliffordlewis.com 


EXCEL, LONDON I STAND 
25-27 SEPT 2015 I *113 
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COOKERS 


w w w.a veccookers xo.uk 


STAIRCASES 


‘P 



Oil. Gas & Pcctric Aga Cookers from £2500 
0l56.5'8.'i0 88.5 


LIGHTING 



PLOT FOR SALE 

Plot for Sale in Dunkeswell, Devon 

Full Planning Permission £175,000 

A rare opportunity to build a delightful 4 bedroom, 
3 bathroom, architect designed character home 
in a prime location at the entrance to Dunkeswell 
Old Village, within the Blackdown Hills Area of 


Outstanding Natural Beauty. 



Email: dunkeswell@time-machine.biz 

www.time-machine.biz/dunkeswell 



We supply stunning spiral staircases and modern staircases for new builds 
and refurbishments across the UK. 

Visit our website to view 1 00s of case studies and to see what 
Complete Stair Systems can offer you. 


STAIR 


T. 01 794 522444 E. info@completestairsystems.co.uk 

www.completestairsystems.co.uk 


PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 


, T'lcjstjkic 

Fo'r h'ichi'oorr/3, k'/ef rooms, show^^rs.t ,. . , , 


Homebuikfing 

&Rencvating'^ 

EXCEL, LONDON I STAND 
25-27 SEPT 2D1S I EISO 



5 


fses 



0m\ PVD 



MIKE WYE 

& ASSOCIATES — 

www.inikewye.co.uk 01409 281644 
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DECKING 


GARAGE DOORS 





visit us online at 

WWW.SAIGEDECKING.COM 

or call 01789 721 576 

SAiGE Longlife Decking Ltd. | info@saigedecking.com 


I Commercial j Domestic | Listed & Heritage | Special Projects | 

Bespoke Garage Doors 



CAST IRON RADIATORS 



www.CLastrads.com 
ikjQiO 3397 7295 


^Castrads 

cast ircwi radlato^r^ 


Truate^the world over by p I uipb# 14^5^111' ^ 

I engineers for their superior 
by architects and homeownersi^for. their ^ 
exitiifslte finishes and timeless design, 
^Castrads cast iron radiatorst the perfect^ 
ating solution for Lonc^ln town^ouses 
••and country pileli, 


Newr fTajahip store now o 


Wimfaledon Village 
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Staircases of Distinction from 

Woodside Joinery 




For free advice, information and further 
details please contact us on: 

T: 01633 875232 E: sales@woodsidejoinery.com 

www.woodsidej oinery .com 

Nationwide Service 



Engineered Oak Boards 



Reclaimed Pine Boards 



Ashcroft Timber 
Flooring is a family 
run business situated 
in West Sussex. 

We specialise in 
reclaimed and new 
wood flooring. 

Products Available: 
Solid Oak 
Engineered Oak 
Pitch Pine 
Reclaimed Wood 


WWW. woodf loori ng u k.com 


Tel: 01243 554769 Mob: 07887 902273 


Email: info@woodflooringuk.com 



Homebuilding 

&Renovating C^|^o^ 

EXCEL, LONDON I STAND 
25-27 SEPT 2015 I F105 


CEDIA 


- ll 


r D 

ji' ^ 



A 

DOWNLOAD YOUR 

FREE COPY 

www.cedia.org/pubtkations 


Whether you are building a new home or renovating a 
property and plan to integrate technology, CEDIA 
members are your trusted home technology partners. 


Home Technology, Professionally Installed 

info@cedia.co.uk 01480 213744 www.cedia.org 


LOCKEDUP 

MONITORED SECURITY 


Indoor and ontdoor 

WIRE FREE CAMERAS 


Sleek and stylish touch screen 
keypad will add security in a 
class of its own to your home. 
Add cameras indoor or outdoor 
recording visual and audio 
(up to 400 metre range!) to 
your wire free alarm system 
providing complete protection. 

Real time viewing using 
Apps as well as arming and 
disarming sending images on 
activation and/or 24 hour 365 
day station monitoring. Uses 
radio military encryption and 
not Wi-Fi with up to 7 year 
battery life sending images via 
broadband or sim card or both. 







Camera combined intruder detector saves 
fitting two devices. 

Battery operated so no wires, no mess, 

no fuss. 


So call now to have the latest wire 
free system installed in your home 

Visit our smart zone feature 
stand F181 London Homebuilding 
& Renovating Show 


0808100 0101 

e: enquiries@lockedupltd.com 
w: www.lockeduphomesecurity.com 







NEATWOOD HOMES Ltd 


www.neatwoodhomes.co.uk 


Unit 6, Westwood industrial Estate | Pontrilas | Herefordshire | HR2 DEL 
Tel: 01981 240860 t sales#neatwood homes.co.uk 


STRUCTtJRAL 
TtMBER ASSOCIATION 
M^/nber 

4nTn 

FABRIC FIRST 

T^frtdtr Auiaaqlhcf .• 


The Ultimate Choke in Timber Frame Construction 


Services 


At Neacwocid Homes sales office 

Introductifjn & Guide to building your Dream Home 


A company Mrith a knowledge base eKceeding AQ years of eJtpef>lence 
In the designing and manufacturing of Timber Frame Packages 
for the DomestiCp Commercial and Leisure markets. 
Our Dedicated Team ace ready and waiting 
to help you with your build now III 


Computer Aided Design (CAD> service avallabte 
Free quotation provided with detailed breakdown of costs 
Supply only or supply & Erect 

E^ctensive range of products Including External * Internal Joinery Packages 
All designs individually certified by a qualified Structural Engineer 


Flexibility^ quality and personal 
attention at all times. 


Individual Service 
Technical Excellence 
Precision Manufacturing 


Quality Products 


All components supplied to NHBC 
requirements 


Delivery Program to suit your Build 


■■w 


1 



You iinib 

JUST SEARCH 
CCS MiDlANDS 


)M_ house fabicators of our own 

STARGAZER* ROOF LANTERNS AND 
ALUMINIUM BIFOLDING DOORS. 


FANTASTIC RANGE TO CHOOSE FROM. OVER 
20 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THIS INDUSTRY 


Homebuilding 

&Renovating3(^ 

STAND 
N167 


SUPPLYING THE TRADE AND HOME OWNERS 
DIRECT 


SEE OUR VmEOS 
AND CUSTOMER 
TESTiMONtAtS ON 


AAIDLANDS LTD 


CONSERVATORIES AND BI-POLD DOORS 


VISIT OURSHOMROOM AT UNIT 4, ADVANCED BUSINESS PARK, HAWKES GREEN, CANNOCK. STAFFORDSHIRE, WSll 7FG 

TEL : 0154S S0550S Email i ccsmidland£@hotmail.com 








1.1 W/m2K 

whole product U-value 
achieved across new range 
of windows and doors 


WESTBURY 

WINDOWS & JOINERY 


01245 326510 
westburyjoinery.com 





VICTORIAN 

PLUMBINGmu. 




HUGE 


BAT 




SAVINGS 




JOIN IN ON ONE OF OUR SOCIAL MEDIA CHANNELS & f S* p @ 
CALL US: 0800 862 0878 WWW.VICTORIANPLUMBING.CO.uk 


TRUSTPILOTR 


DISCOVER MORE 

ONLINE 




91%TRUSTSC0RE 




— 

Pegasus Whirlpool Baths 



Design your own bespoke whirlpool bath 
online with the latest Technology, Fea- 
tures and Performance from the UK's pre- 
mier manufacturer. Bespoke positioning 
of Pump, Jets, Controls, Chromotherapy 
lighting. Glass 'Touch Sensitive' wall/bath 
mounted control, 4th Generation total 
draining 'Silverline' pipework - Not all 
Whirlpool Baths are made the same! 

Tel: 01633 244555 
www.pegasuswhirlpoolbaths.co.uk 


KENNYS LIQUID SCREED 



Kennys liquid screed is perfect for 
under floor heating, it allows the screed 
to totally encapsulate the heating pipe 
leaving no voids around the pipes. Thus 
giving a much better performance to 
the heating system than a dry conven- 
tional screed. 

Tel: 01278 421168 

Email: sgkliquidscreed^^hotmail.co.uk 
www.kenny-group.co.uk 




Sprayed P.U. Insulation and 

Polyurethane sprayed foam for insula- 
tion, roof stabilisation and the prevention 
of condensation. Websters Insulation Ltd 
recommends the Webtherm™ system, 
suitable for new build, renovations and 
barn conversions. For use on roofs and 
walls, the Webtherm™ system provides an 
exceptional alternative to dry lining non- 
cavity walls and 'hard to treat' cavities. 

Tel: 01405 812682 
www.webstersinsulation.com 


Websters Insulation 
P.U. Cavity Injection 


SHAWS OF DARWEN CLASSIC ROUND SINK 



The Shaws Classic Collection is made 
in England and designed to appeal to 
contemporary kitchen styles. Sinks are 
available in white and biscuit finishes and 
the Classic Round is manufactured to 
be either inset into a worktop or under- 
mounted in any solid worksurface such as 
granite, slate or wood. It is an ideal sink 
for central island units. 

Tel: 01254 775111 
www.shawsofdarwen.com 



Central Vacuum Cleaners 



Comprehensive choice of vacuum 
units ranging from compact units 
to twin motor commercial models. 
Wide choice of accessories and hose 
lengths. Simple and easy to install. 
Free planning and technical support. 
Next day delivery. 


Tel: 01491 836 666 
www.cvcdirect.co.uk 


Get ahead of the weather with Stormdry 

Delivering two major benefits in just 
one convenient product, Stormdry Ma- 
sonry Protection Cream from Safeguard 
not only stops rain penetrating external 
walls; but also boosts their thermal ef- 
ficiency. Easily applied by either brush 
or roller, Stormdry cures colourlessly to 
the original finish of masonry in just 12 
hours and just a single coat will protect 
the substrate for up to 30 years. 
www.stormdry.com ^ ^ 



Bespoke Gates & Railings 

Using only the finest materials British Spirals 
& Castings specialise in the manufacture and 
supply of made to measure cast products in- 
cluding gates, railings and security grilles, cast 
iron and cast aluminium gratings, balusters 
and engineered castings. Being a truly British 
manufacturer, they have total control over 
the quality of the castings, as they own their 
own non-ferrous foundry and with full pattern 
making facilities are able to take on commis- 
sioned design work. 

Tel: 01663 750716 www.britishsc.co.uk 



Purmo's Santorini towel warmer for a timeless design 

The discreet design of Purmo's San- | 
torini towel warmer ensures that this 
timeless classic is a welcome addition 
to any setting, from ergonomic mod- i 
ern environments to more classically | 
themed decor. This elegant ladder j 

style bathroom radiator is available in 
two designs; the straight Santorini and 
the Santorini C, which has a gentle ! 
curve for added flair. | 

www.purmo.co.uk 



Heat Recovery Ventilation 



Established company offering wide 
range of HRV units and ducting im- 
mediately available from stock. Choice 
of several different heat recovery ven- 
tilation units including high efficiency 
Passivhaus certified units from Brink 
Climate Systems. Stockists of the easy 
to install HB+ radial ducting system. 


Tel: 01491 836 666 
www.cvcdirect.co.uk 


New DRU Global 100 and 120 fires 



The new DRU Global 100 and 120 CF 
glass-fronted models take the range 
to a new level of design and perfor- 
mance. They are fires in the popular 
'letterbox' style, 1 metre and 1.2 me- 
tres wide respectively, with a gener- 
ous height of 42 cms for an enhanced 
view of the fire bed. 

www.drufire.co.uk 



Energy Efficient Loft Storage with Loft Legs 

Loft Legs raise the loft floor above 
quilt insulation, avoiding compression 
and maintaining thermal efficien- 
cies. Compressing insulation can 
reduce its performance by over 50%. 
Manufactured in the UK from recycled 
materials Loft Legs are an inexpensive, 
simple DIY solution. 

Tel: 01282 861001 
www.loftleg.com 





Myson's new designer chic Decor radiator 

Myson has unveiled its sleek, new, 
remodeled Decor radiator, featur- 
ing a more sharply angled design 
to its signature flat tubes. These are 
closely configured to create the look 
of a grooved designer panel radia- 
tor, which is available in a wide range 
of vertical and horizontal options, 
to provide a broad choice of visually 
striking models. 
www.myson.co.uk 



To advertise on this page please call Helen Fox on 07951 286 986 or email h.fox@centaur.co.uk 
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tonsoftiles 

. i fa mf mpmi 


The Mtchen ts often said to he the hub of 
the home, with tiles still being 
considered one of the most versatile and 
piaotlca! choice for floor and. wall d^cor. 

But what’s your style? 

Origilniating In places such as Morocco and with added inspiraiion 
from the Victorian era, patterned tikes have made a huge 
comebeckl Vintage & Patterned tites aro a gmat way to 
cresle a statement in your Kitchen., wrth patchwortc. styt^ creating 
an edgy or bohemian look, So why not inject some colour or 
geqmetiy into your Kitchen with a patterned tite. and create a 
focal point be it wall or floor, or boihl 

Wood effect tiles am also proving very poptiar in kitchens and 
bathrooms across the oourrtry, Why? Maybe itb because they am 
practical, beautiful, haitlwearing and COSt effective - with none 
of the mairttenance lhai comes with leaf woods Emulating taoks 
such as reclaimed, dhftwtxxl and even traditional parquet flooring, 
wood effect tiles can grve any space a warm and homely feel with 
all the pr acticalities of a porcelain life, 


www.tonsoftilesxo.uk 




SLOB 


S FIRES. 


E PINNACLE OF STYLE AND EFFICIENCY. 


DRU Global gas fires feature high, impressive flames and energy efficiency 
of up to 88%. They are avaitabte in 1 6 different models, including Letterbox, 
landscape, 2 and 3-sided versions. 


To find a dealer visit www.drufire.co.uk 
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UPFRONT (P.13) 

Humphrey Munson 01727 519444 

Kaldewei kaldewei.co.uk 

Perrin b Rowe perrinandrowe.co.uk 

J. Rotherham 01430 861047 

Bisque bisque.co.uk 

Clement Browne 01702 667291 

Hansgrohe hansgrohe.co.uk 

Samuel Heath 0121 766 4200 


OVENS (P.94) 

Caple 

Gorenje 

Miele 

Neff 

Smeg 

Whirlpool 

Siemens 

Beko 

Zanussi 

AEG 

Gaggenau 

Indesit 

Hotpoint 

Belling 

Fisher b Paykel.. 
Bosch 


caple.co.uk 

gorenje.co.uk 

0330 160 6610 

neff.co.uk 

smeguk.com 

whirlpool.co.uk 

siemens-home.co.uk 

beko.co.uk 

zanussi.co.uk 

0344 561 1611 

gaggenau.com/gb 

indesit.co.uk 

hotpoint.co.uk 

belling.co.uk 

. fisherpaykel.com/uk 
... bosch-home.co.uk 


PACKAGE SUPPLIERS (p. 128 ) 

Baufritz 01223 235632 

Hanse Haus hanse-haus.co.uk 

Potton 01767 676400 

Design b Materials 01909 531454 

Huf Haus huf-haus.com/en 

Border Oak borderoak.com 

WeberHaus 01727 867900 

Flight Timber flighttimber.co.uk 

Welsh Oak Frame.... welshoakframe.com 

Carpenter Oak 01803 732900 

Westwind Oak westwindoak.com 

Lakeland Timber Frame 

lakelandtimberframe.co.uk 

Scandia-Hus scandia-hus.co.uk 

Scotframe scotframe.co.uk 

Oakworth Homes 

oakworthhomes.co.uk 

Meisterstuck-HAUS meisterstueck.de 

Fairgrove Homes fairgrove.co.uk 

MBC Timber Frame 

mbctimberframe.co.uk 

Fleming Homes fleminghomes.co.uk 

Feeling Homes feelinghomes.com 



FJordhus fjordhus.com 

SchworerHaus schwoererhaus.de 

Dan-Wood dan-wood. co.uk 

Rob Roy Homes robroyhomes.co.uk 

McGoldrick Developments Ltd 

mcgoldrickdevelopmentsltd.co.uk 

Taylor Lane taylor-lane.co.uk 

English Brothers ....englishbrothers.co.uk 

ROOF TILES (P.139) 

Marley Eternit 01283 722588 

Heritage Clay Tiles 01708 853953 

Wienerberger wienerberger.co.uk 

Sandtoft Roof Tiles 01427 871200 

Sahtas 01908 311411 

Monier Redland monier.co.uk 

Forticrete forticrete.co.uk 

Keymer Tiles Ltd 01444 232931 

Dreadnought dreadnought-tiles.co.uk 

Tudor Roof Tiles 01797 320202 



ENERGY STRATEGIES (P. 166 ) 

Therma-Coat insulating primer from 

Ambient ambient-elec.co.uk 

Celotex celotex.co.uk 

Sempafloor sempatap.eu 

Strada by Jaga Jaga.co.uk 

Bronpi bronpi.com 

Klover klover.it 

Baxi baxi.co.uk 

Solarcentury solarcentury.com 

Kingspan kingspan.com 

Sonnenkraft sonnenkraft.com 
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The future of building 
design & technology 



SIPSraClays have been building low 
energy (virtually NO heat required) 
SIPS houses for over 10 years. 


it Kinpiipan 

Delivery 

Partner 


See our website for further information: 

wwwxlaysllp.co. uk or caU Ol 756 799498 



@CLAV$ 
21st century homes 



Call us on 0345 146 7001 or 

visit our website to see what 
we con offer you today. 


Competitive prices 
with installation 
V included A 


Free home survey 
with our experts 


www.evander.com 


The perfect 
choice for 

your new 
garage 
door 


|§vander 

The garage door specialist 





Next Month 

On sale 24 September 2015 

SPECIAL ISSUE! 



Homebuicfng 

&Renovating 


CELEBRATING OUR 
25TH ANNIVERSARY 


Insights: Leading Architects, Builders 
and Experts Reveal their Best Advice 
from the Past 25 Years 
Revisited: The Best Homes 
We've Covered in 25 Years 
Looking Forward — What Will 
Homes Be Like in the Next 25 Years? 

PLUS: 

10 Ways to Stay on Budget 
Kitchen Diner Design Guide 
Will Your Relationship Survive 
a Self-build Project? 

Choosing Stone Flooring 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY 
FOR ONLY £ 40 * 
WITH FREE BOOK 


E^T£NSlOHS I ^ELf-eUlLDS » RENO V AXIOMS 



&RaiovatirQ 


VRCHH 

SECRE 

REVI 


50 Great Homes & 

The Complete Guide to Extensions 


HOW TO SUBSCRIBE 

^ VISIT HOMEBUILDING.CO.uk/OCTOBER15 
S CALL OUR SUBSCRIPTIONS TEAM ON 01527 834484 


OFFICE HOURS: 9-5PM MON-THURS, 9-4.30PM FRI 
*DIRECT DEBIT ONLY 






JACK HOBHOUSE 


MY BIG IDEA NO 7 



Sunken Courtyards 

Architect Brendan Tracey shares one of his practice's favourite design tricks 


vercoming height restrictions often forces 
homeowners and architects to consider build- 
ing or excavating downwards. While basement 
extensions or new builds 
featuring a lower ground 
floor may meet planners' 
demands regarding the ridge height of a 
dwelling, they bring about new challenges 
for introducing natural light to these areas. 

One of the ways we like to overcome 
this obstacle is through sunken court- 
yards. On one of our London new builds 
(above), for instance, we introduced a 
large sunken courtyard to bring fantastic 
levels of natural daylight deep into the 
main lower ground floor rooms. Conse- 


quently the spaces do not feel like basement rooms, and enjoy 
views upwards to the garden and sky above. 

Most importantly, a sunken courtyard can act as a room in its 
own right; on this project we fitted deck- 
ing to create a calm outdoor space, which 
is accessed through full-height glazed 
doors. The concrete supporting walls of 
the courtyard have a beautiful raw texture 
too, and are Juxtaposed with the crisper 
brickwork and glazing of the house itself. 

The end result is a surprise element that 
is a practical response to the need for light 
and space. Here, it is applied in a new build 
context but, garden space permitting, 
could Just as easily be used alongside an 
existing building. (!) 




Architect Brendan Tracey is a 
partner at Phillips Tracey Architects 
( phillipstracey.com) 
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EXCEL, LONDON I 
25-27 SEPT 2015 | 


STAND 

D125 


L kloeber 



ll^p 





h 


Bespoke glazing solutions 

in -hMber oJMMini«M f coMPoUh. 

Kloeber’s advanced glazing solutions are available in bespoke or set sizes, 
with exceptional insulating values, multi-point locking and low maintenance 
finishes. View our website for further details of our extensive product range 
with solutions for all self builders and home improvers. 


■ folding sliding doors 

■ sliding doors 

■ french doors 

■ single doors 


■ windows 

■ shaped glazed screens 

■ entrance doors 

■ roof lights 




■1i_a taAi 


Kloeber’s timber bifold doors and FunkyFront entrance doors 
are Secured by Design. 


(/fs/'f' oKf sAotVf ooM$ itn Londomf C(X4vibfi(^&S>/\if 6 
(Uid v/eh5^6 -Pof dt&hub 

telephone jnfo@kloeber.co.uk 


01487 740044 www.kloeber.co.uk 
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Unique stacking cli 
safely securing the 
panels to one side 


^litn sigtitlines 
with ^^inger sa^^e 
gaskets 


Highest weather 
rating and low 
u-values 


Unique concealed 
running gear 


Unique child sa^?e panel 
catch with sel^? release 
function 


^uper smooth running 


Glazing systems made with 
unique features 

(Just like us) 


Innovation is at the heart of everything we do at IDSystems. 
Each bespoke design is individually made to bring our 
customer's vision to life. And choosing IDSystems means 
you'll also benefit from the most technically advanced 
features such as child safe panel catches and stacking clips - 
unique innovations that you simply won't find anywhere else. 


For more information and to download our 
brochure find us at www.idsystems.co.uk 


.rvo ^ 

IDSystems 

" GLASS INNOVATIONS 


t 01603 408804 | e info@idsystems.co.uk | a B2 Rhombus Park, Diamond Road, Norwich NRG 6NN | www.idsystems.co.uk 


[idiiki I 






